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By Ken Ward Jr.
Staff writer, WV Gazette

A coalition of conservation groups on Monday threatened to sue Allegh-
eny Wood Products and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over Blackwater 
Canyon logging that the groups allege is harming endangered bats and 
salamanders. 

Friends of Blackwater Canyon, the Center for Biological Diversity and 11 
other groups filed a formal notice of intent to sue with Interior Secretary Ken 
Salazar, Acting Fish and Wildlife Service Director Rowan Gould and John 
Crites, chairman of Allegheny Wood Products.

In the 12-page notice, Katherine Meyer, a lawyer for the groups, says 
Allegheny Wood is cutting trees on its Blackwater Canyon property without 
first obtaining a permit that would allow it to “take” any endangered species 
in the logging area.

Meyer also alleged that the Interior Department’s Fish and Wildlife 
Service has warned the company it needs a permit, but has not taken any 
stronger action to put a stop to the logging.

“Put bluntly, it is difficult to take the service’s status as an enforcement 
agency seriously if it regularly permits AWP to continue to thumb its nose at 
the agency as it has done here,” Meyer wrote in the notice of intent to sue.

Officials from the company and from the Fish and Wildlife Service did 
not immediately respond to requests for comment on the notice of intent to 
sue. Under the Endangered Species Act and other federal environmental 
laws, such formal notices are required prior to filing citizen suits, in part to 
give agencies or companies involved time to remedy any violations before 
being taken to court. In this case, the notice gives the agency and the 
company 60 days to respond before a lawsuit is filed.

West Virginia environmental groups have been concerned about the 
future of the Blackwater Canyon since Crites and his company bought 
large portions of the area in the late 1990s. Groups have opposed logging 
in the area, as well as a now-defunct plan by Crites to develop the area. 

The latest dispute focuses on logging notices filed in late 2009 and 
earlier this year by Allegheny Wood Products for about 440 acres in the 
canyon. Conservation groups are concerned about the logging’s impacts 
on vital habitat for the Indiana Bat, the Virginia Big-Eared Bat and the 
Cheat Mountain Salamander.

Under the Endangered Species Act, it is against the law to kill an en-
dangered species or destroy critical habitat without first obtaining a permit 
to “take” that species. These permits cannot be issued unless the party 
seeking them has first prepared a conservation plan that outlines efforts to 
minimize the damage.

In their legal notice, the conservation groups note that the Fish and 
Wildlife Service has advised Allegheny Wood Products to obtain a permit 
before it proceeds with logging in the canyon. As recently as December 
2009, the agency warned the company to “resolve these issues before 
continuing timber cutting on your lands in the Blackwater Canyon.”

“It has become clear that AWP has decided simply to disregard the 
Service’s prior conclusion that the cutting of any of AWP’s property in 
Blackwater Canyon risks either a direct or indirect take of listed species,” 
the legal notice said.

“The logging of trees in the habitat of these three listed species causes 
direct and indirect take, including not only by the removal of trees, but 
through disturbance of habitat and impairment of behavioral patterns 
caused by logging, as well as by the traffic going up and down the moun-
tains in connection with these activities,” the notice said. 

Groups Threaten Suit Over Blackwater Logging!

ACT NOW!
Timber Operator is Logging Again in Blackwater Canyon! Please 
Send a Letter or E-Mail Today!
 The timber company Allegheny Wood Products (“AWP”) has 
resumed logging on its land in the Blackwater Canyon -- in spite of 
numerous protests from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  On 
June 7, 2010, Friends of Blackwater sent a “notice of intent to sue letter,” 
charging that AWP is violating the Endangered Species Act by harming 
the Cheat Mountain salamander, the Indiana and Virginia big-eared bat, 
and “Ginny,” the West Virginia northern flying squirrel.  
 Because of AWP’s logging, four hundred acres of the Canyon have 
been stripped of older growth canopy -- which has sheltered these rare 
species for seventy-five years.  Logging below the historic Canyon Rail 
Trail is eroding support for cultural resources.  And all this is being done 
while AWP was supposed to be creating a Habitat Conservation Plan 
to protect rare species and historic sites.  AWP is wasting $229,000 in 
taxpayer funds that were allocated in 2002 for this Plan, and Fish and 
Wildlife Service is not holding AWP accountable.

Please speak out today to help stop this terrible degradation of 
the Canyon.  Here’s how: 

(1) Send a letter or e-mail today to Fish and Wildlife, asking 
them to stop this illegal logging.  The address is Deb Carter, WV Fish 
and Wildlife Field Office, 694 Beverly Pike, Elkins, WV 26241.  Call 
304-636-6586.  Or, you can go to www.saveblackwater.org to send a 
message to FWS.

 (2) Send a letter or e-mail today to West Virginia Governor 
Joe Manchin, asking him to take action now to buy the private land 
in Blackwater Canyon, and end this tragic situation.  His address is: 
Capitol Complex, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston WV 25305.    
Phone:1-888-438-2731. Or, you can go to www.saveblackwater.org to 
send a message to Governor Manchin.

We’ll have further news on the logging in out next updates – we 
could be in court soon, to protect our beloved Canyon!

Rare Cooper’s Rock Species Threatened --
FOB & Cooper’s Rock Foundation Say No!

Friends of Blackwater and the Cooper’s Rock Foundation have told 
the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources and Division of Forest-
ry, in an April 9 letter, that the proposed Scott Run II timber project in Coo-
pers Rock State Forest would harm endangered species in the Forest. The 
area for this timbering proposal is approximately 210 acres the south side 
of the Forest, between Raven Rock trail and the McCullum Campground. 
The project, as planned, could threaten the Cheat Three Toothed Land 
Snail, the Green Salamander, the Allegheny Wood Rat, the Indiana Bat 
-- and the recreation experience at Cooper’s Rock.

FOB Stops Drilling at Spruce Knob!
 Traveling through Randolph and Pendleton Counties last week, I 
experienced the high alpine meadows, wild whitewater streams, dramatic 
vistas, escarpments, cliffs, and caves of the Spruce Knob and Seneca 
Rocks area.  This pristine part of the Monongahela National Forest was 
slated for the auction block -- to be leased for gas drilling by the federal 
Bureau of Land Management. On March 17, we got the gratifying news 
that this sensitive area had been pulled from the public gas lease sale 
scheduled for the next day!  Friends of Blackwater protested these sales 
-- and we worked with Trout Unlimited, the Wilderness Society, the South-
ern Environmental Law Center, the Mountain Institute, and many others to 
make sure this threat to trout fishing, rare species, springs and caves, and 
recreational areas did not move forward. West Virginia Senator Robert 
Byrd’s staff worked hard, too, to make sure that the BLM and the Forest 
Service listened to our concerns.  But the fight to rein in gas drilling in 
the Highlands National Forests is not over and Friends of Blackwater will 
continue our essential watchdog role.

CheatFest a Blast!
Cheat Fest was a blast this year with record temperatures and 

crowds!
The Friends of Blackwater and Northfork Watershed Project 

hosted a table in the non-profit tent, where staff and volunteers edu-
cated festival goers, gathered signatures to support preservation of 
the Blackwater Canyon, and recruited volunteers.There was even 
a surprise visit from a life sized Ginny the Northern Flying Squirrel, 
who came by to ask for help in regaining her endangered species 
status. The festival goers were in high spirits and showed a great 
interest in water quality and environmental conservation issues. 
Live bluegrass music kept the crowd moving throughout the day 
and well into the night. Early the next morning Northfork Watershed 
Project members helped with trash cleanup duties before heading 
out on the river for some fun! 

Friends of Blackwater News Updates

Cheat Snail Reserves Reach 1,200 Acres
Guided by the settlement agreement reached between Friends 

of Blackwater and Allegeheny Wood Products, 1200 Acres of      
endangered snail habitat have been protected in Cheat Canyon.

Coopers Rock Overlook

Seneca Creek

Ginny visits the Cheat FestCheat Three Toothed Land Snail

Logging roads criss cross the Blackwater Canyon in May 2010.
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Napoleon:  Rescued Flying Squirrel

Thanks to her many supporters, “Ginny” the West Virginia Northern Fly-
ing Squirrel is battling in court to restore her federal endangered species 
protection.  The trial of Ginny’s case is now scheduled for November 18, 
2010.  Following are some excerpts from what Ginny’s lawyers at Meyer 
and Glitzenstein (thanks, Jessica Almy!) wrote on her behalf.  

 “The West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus fus-
cus) is a small squirrel with silky, brown fur and large, dark eyes suited to 
nocturnal vision.  Using its broad tail and folds of skin between its wrists 
and ankles that resemble built-in parachutes, the Squirrel can glide between 
trees.  Several researchers have written about the Squirrel’s impressive 
acrobatics, including its ability to bank and turn mid-glide.  This dexterous, 
social animal is believed to be unchanged from the time that mastodons 
roamed the earth – making it part of the oldest living line of modern squirrels 
on the planet.  It inhabits high-elevation coniferous and hardwood forests 
of the Alleghany Highlands in West Virginia and Virginia, and it prefers 
to build its nest-like dens (called dreys) in close proximity to high quality 
foraging areas.

 “In 2002, FWS hired a contract biologist expressly to draft the Five 
Year Review for the subspecies.  Scrutinizing the data and finding no 
evidence that any of the objective, measurable criteria in the Recovery Plan 
had been fully satisfied, the contract biologist initially recommended that 
the subspecies retain its status as endangered under the ESA.  This early 
work on the species was soon jettisoned by others within the agency, ap-
parently because the contract biologist had failed to “benefit from some 
[regional office] ‘group-think.’”  In an abrupt departure from FWS’s prac-
tice of the previous sixteen years, the Five Year Review, released in April 
2006, rejected reliance on the objective, measurable criteria set forth in the 
agency’s own Recovery Plan.  

“Commenters opposed FWS’s decision not to base its decision on the 
objective, measurable criteria set forth in the subspecies’ Recovery Plan. 
They questioned the use of persistence as a measure of recovery, citing 
peer-reviewed literature suggesting that second growth tree stands may 
“appear to support healthy densities of squirrels,” but are in fact population 
sinks where Squirrels live a short time before dying.  Peer reviewers and 
public comments also objected to FWS’s analysis of the effect of climate 
change on the Squirrel and to the agency’s plan to develop a post-delisting 
monitoring plan after the public comment period had closed.  See also e-mail 
from Shane C. Jones, Wildlife Biologist at Monongahela National Forest, to 
Glenn S. Smith, FWS, (July 22, 2007), “it is underwhelming at best and full of 
pitfalls . . . this document (+ a dollar) will barely get you a cup of coffee”).

FWS personnel corresponded with other government entities, includ-
ing the Forest Service, to determine what analytical approach would be “a 
more sensitive indicator of persistence” – that is, what statistical approach 
would present the data in such a way as to suggest the greatest level of 
recovery.  The purpose of this analysis was to “save[] the proposed rule” and 
“substantiat[e] what [the agencies] already knew.”  Despite public outcry, 
FWS completely removed the Squirrel from the protections of the ESA.  

“An agency cannot shirk its responsibilities under a statute simply be-
cause it believes that there are alternative ways of achieving the same result.  
Congress was clear that the only way to revise a recovery plan is to follow 
notice-and-comment rulemaking on the recovery plan itself – a process that 
FWS went through as recently as 2001 without changing any of the recovery 
criteria in the Squirrel’s Recovery Plan.  The purpose of this statutory scheme 
is to ensure that delisting decisions are made based on objective, measurable 
criteria, and sound science, not politically motivated to serve the consider-
ations of special interest groups.  By separating the development of clear 
criteria by which recovery would be measured from the delisting process, 
Congress sought to insulate scientific determinations from the political pro-

Ginny’s Lawyers Say No To “Outlaw Rules” and “Junk Science”

cess.  Senator George 
J. Mitchell, one of the 
leading sponsors of the 
1988 ESA amendments 
that introduced the 
incorporation of objective, 
measurable criteria into 
recovery plans put it this 
way: It is “essential to the 
Act’s integrity that recovery 

goals for the 

number of 
individuals 
or popula-
tions needed 
to ensure a 
species ’ 
existence 
be  based 
solely on the 
best available 
scientific data, not 
on how much it will 
cost to restore its 
numbers or whose 
economic interests 
it may affect.”

The J.R. Clifford Project has now made it even easier to ac-
cess the lesson plans created for Social Studies classes to 
learn more about the state’s first African American attorney.  
The materials for grades 8, 10, 11, and 12 have been p l a c e d 

on the “Curriki” website, an online resource where thousands of educators have up-
loaded materials for the use of the public, free of cost.  This website will allow our tools 
to be even more widely accessible throughout West Virginia, as well as the rest of the 
world.  See www.curriki.org for more information.

Marlene Durkin of Franklin rescued Napoleon after 
his nest was blown from a tree during a thunder-
storm.  With the assistance of her daughter Audrey, 
she nursed Napoleon back to health and set him free. 
Napoleon appears to be Ginny’s second cousin the 
southern flying squirrel.

At the beginning of June we welcomed a new AmeriCorps VISTA member to        
continue research on the formation of the state of West Virginia. This research will be 
used for the eventual creation of a play and a conference to be held in April of 2011 to 
inform and inspire the community of its rich and unique history. 

Garrett Burrell is 20 years old, and comes to us from 
Eagan, Minnesota, a suburb of the Twin Cities. He is  
currently a student at The University of Iowa where he 
is studying philosophy and political science, and plans 
on attending law school after graduation. Throughout          
college Garrett has participated in the University’s Mock 
Trial team that placed 4th in the nation in 2009 and 
2010.

Garrett has enjoyed learning about West Virginia’s 
formation and is excited about the opportunity to spend 
the summer uncovering a colorful and important history 
to share with others. He also enjoys baseball and plans 
on spending much of his free time at Appalachian Power 
Park watching the West Virginia Power.

FOB Welcomes Garrett Burrell 

Clifford Lesson Plans Available on Curriki

Evan Supak, right, is the 
newest VISTA to join the 
North Fork Watershed 
Project.  Evan will be 
working on collecting 
water quality data and 
using it to determine the 
best restoration efforts for 
several trout streams in 
Tucker County.

Right: NFWP held the first trail building day for the season 
Saturday, June 5th, in celebration of National Trail Day, on the 
new trail system in Thomas City Park.  Local and visiting vol-
unteers braved the rainy weather to contribute over 20 hours of 
work on the trails.  Trail building events will be held throughout 
the summer and fall and volunteers are always needed.  When 
completed, the trail system will feature over 5 miles of varying 
difficulty trails winding through the beautiful woods and river-
front of the Thomas City Park and interpretive signs to educate 
visitors about the unique environmental and cultural aspects of 
the area. For more information contact the Davis office at 304-
259-5600 or email projdir@northforkwatershed.org.

VISTAS at Work
Megan Lowe, AmeriCorps VISTA for the J.R. Clifford Project has been busy book-
ing summer presentations.  Where you ask?  Well Megan will be visiting 11 Upward 
Bound Programs and Boys and Girls Club Summer Programs in every corner of 
West Virginia to spread the word about J.R. Clifford’s amazing work this summer.
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Before Dawn
I’d recently had the good fortune of spending 
several nights at a cabin at Blackwater Falls 
State Park. These experiences happened to me 
during my stay.  Sometimes the experiences that 
impact our lives aren’t found in earth shaking 
events but, as in my case, the simple act of 
waking up before dawn in the warmth of a cabin 
at Blackwater Falls. I thought I might share my 
experience with you.

====================
Before dawn, there is the indignant squawk 

of a bird coming out of its sleep as if suddenly 
poked by some unseen hand.  Then the forest 
grows quiet again.  Somewhere beyond the 
porch there is a softening of detail as the 
morning mist rises up off the forest floor.  The 
myriad of small insects that flew around the 
porch light the night before have diminished.  
Two or three stragglers still revel in the light 
but their flight is erratic and slow after the long 
night’s party.

Tentative rays of light fall through the tall 
maples and oaks like a burglar intent on stealing 
your sleep.  As it makes its way down to the 
forest floor it hits the mist rising from below.  The 
air warms ever so slowly.

The spider’s web, once a transparent trap for 

unsuspecting insects has suddenly become 
visible as beads of mist collected on the 
strands.  Nature doesn’t need a pattern for 
beauty; only a small, eight-legged arachnid 
with a big appetite and the ability to spin a 
silken web.   

The birds, now fully awake, begin to 
warble their morning songs. The notes 
float across the canopy to the waiting ears 
of another of her species and the music is 
answered in kind.  Not to be outdone, other 
birds sing out their morning songs, some 
boldly, others as soft and gentle as a baby’s 
breath.  

As the sun peeks over the ridge there is 
an increasing restlessness in the woodland.  
Squirrels scratch at the passing flea, and 
move up and down the trees. Chipmunks 
scramble across the leaf litter chipping to 
themselves as they go about their daily run.  
A doe and her fawn tentatively step from the 
mist with noses raised to the air. 

A field mouse has been waiting 
cautiously at the entrance of his burrow. 
In a leap of faith, he scrambles across the 
ground to grab a few more leaves for his 
nest.  Suddenly, silent wings fly overhead; 
claws extend downward and grab at the 

fleeing rodent. There is a squeal 
and a flurry of wings and leaves. 
Then, just as suddenly as it began, 
the forest falls silent again, as if 
holding its breath.  The last meal of the 
day for the owl will not be had on this 
golden morning. The mouse, frightened 
but far wiser than he was a few 
seconds before, shrinks down further 
into his tunnel with eyes open, body 
and whiskers quivering.  The owl has 
returned to the tree in which she had 
been perched and preens her feathers, 
as if a little embarrassed to have 
missed this easy meal.  She closes her 
eyes but gives an indignant hoot before 
falling to sleep. 

The blue sky is streaked with pink. 
Light purple clouds reflect the sun.  A 
couple of buzzards have risen early to 
catch the morning thermals. They rise 
effortlessly in the warming air. 

The flying squirrel has been awake 
all night. She moves to the end of 
a branch and, after consideration, 
launches herself over the branches 
toward another tree not too far away.  
The branch bends deeply with her 
weight and quickly rebounds.  She’s 
leaped into an oak where she enters 

a natural hole in the trunk, closes her large, soft 
eyes and falls asleep.

The deer have disappeared into the 
forest but will return to bed down in the thicket 
they occupied the night before. The mouse has 
finally fallen into a deep sleep in the warm safety 
of the den.  There is no quivering, only the light 
movement of the chest in and out.

The occupant of the cabin has silently 
moved outside where she seats herself on a 
dampened chair. Her ears, nose and eyes are 
tuned to the sounds and sights of morning.  
The morning chill is offset by a warm sweater.  
Gradually the smell of fresh brewed coffee 
wafts out the door of the cabin but she doesn’t 
move to retrieve a cup quite just yet. The soft 
environment of the forest morning has merged 
with her thoughts. She sits silently, feeling her 
own breath in rhythmic sighs. She feels the 
heartbeat of nature and finds it beat in time with 
hers.  The temperature around her has matched 
her own and she does not feel too warm or cold. 
For a time she has blended into the forest around 
her.  She will eventually come out of her restful 
state, but will forever remember her experience 
here at Blackwater Falls.  I know this, because 
that person was me.  

Founded in 1989, the Coopers Rock Foundation, Inc. (CRF) is a non-profit charitable orga-
nization structured to accept donations on behalf of Coopers Rock State Forest and Snake Hill 
Wildlife Management Area.  The CRF works on public land acquisition, trail work, habitat preser-
vation and restoration, endangered species protection, historic preservation and restoration, and 
educational workshops and newsletters.  The Foundation advocates for these lands to managing 
state agencies and elected officials, and funds some facilities improvements and purchases of 
maintenance equipment for management personnel.

Photo courtesty of Michael Kellett

Directors Letter from Wounded Leader
Dear Friends,

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 was definitely not my lucky day!!   While I was walking across Washington Street in Charleston (in the crosswalk, with a 
green light), I was struck by a small car, which broke my left leg.  This required an operation, and now I am off that leg for at least 8 weeks!!   Thanks for 
your supportive calls, cards, and e-mails.
Lying on my back for two weeks, my brain fuzzy from pain pills makes me realize how important our volunteers are.    I appreciate so much the work of 
Josh Nease, J. Lawrence Smith, Susie Hinkle, Duane Nichols, Gwen Jones, Diane Baisden, Mary Krueger, and the list goes on and on . . . folks who 
volunteer their time to make the campaigns of Friends of Blackwater work, and spread a circle of love and protection around the beautiful West Virginia 
Highlands.  I want to also thank the wonderful Vista volunteers who keep the J.R. Clifford Project and the North Fork Watershed Project on track -- 
Megan Lowe and Athey Lutz.

We are horrified that logging has resumed and is going on now in the Blackwater Canyon!  FOB has filed a notice letter with Allegheny Wood 
Products and the US Fish and Wildlife Service, advising them that this illegal activity must stop -- or we will go to court.   Please join in the effort to stop 
this logging by going to our website, and sending letters to public officials. (See article on page 3).

Our lawyers have just filed a powerful legal brief in a Washington, DC federal court, in support of “Ginny,” the West Virginia northern flying squirrel.  
The brief (excerpts on page ___) outlines the standards the Fish and Wildlife Service must meet before delisting an endangered species, and shows 
how just the agency failed to meet these standards for Ginny.  Hats off to ace lawyer Jessica Almy, Esq. and her team!

Our work – your work -- to protect the Highlands has yielded some important successes in the past months.  The Forest Service withdrew a 
proposed unregulated sale of public gas in the Gandy Creek and Laurel Fork sections of the Spruce  Knob - Seneca Rocks 
National Recreation Area, where drilling here could damage unique and spectacular native brook trout streams, backcountry 
recreation, roadless areas, and historic resources.  

On another front, proposed gas drilling in West Virginia’s State Parks is blocked while we litigate in the State Supreme Court. And, after years of 
public outcry, the Monongahela National Forest has not turned the historic Blackwater Canyon Trail into a private logging haul road.  Hooray!

We continue to work with Friends of High Allegheny National Park on a national park proposal for the West Virginia 
Highlands -- which will protect ecological areas, promote recreation, and grow enormously the tourism/recreation economy 
in the Highlands.  

Nature note:  I just heard a whip-poor-will at our farm in Preston County.  I hadn’t heard one since childhood in Hampshire 
County along the North River.  What a wonderful present from Mother Earth!

Thanks for making this work possible.
       Sincerely,

       Judy Rodd
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   Among experiences early in my life that greatly 
influenced my awareness of the beauty and mystery 
of nature was a visit to relatives when I was ten.  I 
joined my Mother in spending a few days with Aunt 
Sallie in the hills of Mason County.  Sallie seemed 
ancient to me and was dependent on two of her 
children, Lillian and Elmer, who never married, for 
care.  They lived in a little Jenny Lind house atop a 
ridge not far from Pine Grove Church.
     It was early June when we were there because 
I remember  catalpa trees, with the long seed pods 
or “cigars,” around the house were in bloom with 
frilly blossoms.  At the time I didn’t fully appreciate 
the somewhat “pioneer” nature of their existence.  
Modern conveniences were totally lacking—no 
electricity, no running water, no natural gas, no flush 
toilet, no telephone.
     The daily routine was soon beginning to grow 
rather monotonous, but the nights were always 
a new adventure.  With daylight fading, the 
surrounding woods seemed to move closer to the 
house as strange voices called from the trees.  I 
asked Elmer what made the noise and he said, 
“Them’s whipperwills calling to one another!”  The 
sky would be ablaze with stars and they seemed 
just beyond reach.

     I first visited Blackwater Falls 
State Park when I was a teen-ager.  
I remember thinking the northland 
of James Oliver Curwood had 
come to life in West Virginia!  
When I was younger, a gift from 
my parents was Curwood’s Kazan, 
the Wolf Dog.  I was taken as much 
by the scenes as by the unfolding 
adventures of Kazan.  The tale was 
set in the North Woods of Canada 
and, years later, I was to learn that 
a    bit of Canada had come to the 
Allegheny Mountains long ago. 
     The number of species of birds 
nesting at the low elevations in 
the western part of West Virginia 
paled in comparison to those found 
in high mountain areas.  A rather 
simple explanation accounts for 
what was a series of complex 
events.  A rise in elevation means 
decreasing or lower temperature 
while a movement northward in 
latitude creates a similar drop in atmospheric 
coolness.  
     The Pleistocene period that brought widespread 
glacial conditions to northern areas of our continent 
thousands of years ago was a tremendous 
influence on northern plants and animals moving 
great distances to the south.   All one has to do is 
travel from the lower elevations in Tucker County 
to the area around Blackwater Falls to realize the 
sharp contrast in vegetation.  The forest is largely 
hardwoods on lower slopes and in the valleys while 
to the east of Backbone Mountain spruce and even 
balsam fir give the land the look of Canada.
     I was to visit the area on field trips when enrolled 
in botany courses in college and developed an even 
deeper interest in the Canadian or boreal component 
of the ecosystem.  I learned the bubbling and trilling 
song of the tiny winter wren that has a voice all out 
of proportion to its size.   What seemed the tolling of 
a delicate bell were the notes of the dark-eyed junco 
singing from high in an evergreen.   These are two 
birds found here representing species characteristic 
of Canada or more northern latitudes.
      One of  my interests for many years has been 
the changes to the environment as a result of plant 
succession.   Succession is simply the regeneration 
of vegetation in an area where forces have removed 
the original plant life.  In Tucker County, the key 
factor was logging that left the land almost totally 
devoid of ground cover for countless mile upon mile  
not long after 1900.                                                                                                                 
     Few accounts exist of the original and virgin 

BUDDING  NATURALIST BLACKWATER  REMEMBERED
     Some years were to pass before I 
learned that a whip-poor-will is a bird with 
cryptic coloration enabling it to remain 
largely unseen.  Looking not unlike a huge 
moth, it is of crepuscular habits meaning 
it is most active during times of twilight.  
Reflecting back on the time of my visit 
with Aunt Sallie, those years may have 
been about the whip-poor-will’s zenith of 
abundance, for now it is rarely heard.
      My first visit to Mason County was 
when I was about three and Mother went 
to spend a few days with Aunt Mag, 
my grandfather’s sister Margaret and 
her husband, Uncle Marv Lanier who 
lived close to the highway near Beech 
Hill Church.  My recollection is almost 
totally of the trip with the details quite 
vivid while little is recalled of the time we 
spent there.  
     We boarded the passenger train at the 
New York Central station in Nitro early in 
the morning.  Mother had brought along 
her dog, Poochie, that was small with 
chunky body, spindly legs and pointed 
ears.  Poochie wasn’t allowed to ride in 
the coach with us and was taken to the 
baggage car where she was securely 
tied by rope.  The doors remained open 
between coaches and I could lean into the 
aisle and see Poochie pacing excitedly 
as she too was experiencing a new 
adventure.
     The train made a stop near Arbuckle 
to drop off the mail going to people on 
the other side of the river. The mail was 
delivered by a man named Vancellus who 
routinely rowed a boat from the south bank.  He 
gathered up the parcels and bags of mail and we 
joined him in the boat.  The mist was rising from the 
river and mother was fearful that Poochie might fall 
in as she would jump up in the front to look down 
at the water passing below.  Awaiting us near the 
river bank was Vancellus’ black coupe that he soon 
loaded with Mother, me and the mail and we were 
on the road to Aunt Mag’s.
     The image is very vivid of the day that Mother 
went to pick out the pup from the litter that became 
Poochie.  The mother dog belonged to McClanahans 
who lived above Third Avenue a short walk from our 
house.  The old house seemed huge to me and had 
a porch with metal below to hide the underpinnings 
of the place. Mother had read me bible stories and 
I imagined the house to be Noah’s Ark with the 
porch the deck and metal covering below not unlike 
a battleship.  Poochie and her siblings were under 

the porch with a door opening to the vast darkened, 
cave-like space.  I  remember my hesitancy at 
entering, but I would get to see the puppies and 
tried to be brave.  I perhaps remember the day as 
much for the frightening appearance of the site of 
the dog’s bed chamber as the novelty of bringing 
home Poochie.
     March 15, 1955 was a day of both sadness 
and unexpected surprise.  My Mother’s little dog, 
“Poochie,” that had lived to be eleven, died that 
morning.  Mother couldn’t keep back the tears even 
though she knew the end was coming for Poochie.  
I dug a small grave in the backyard and saw to 
Poochie’s burial.  Late in the morning, a visit to Aunt 
Mag’s in Mason County was announced in helping 
Mother overcome her grief.
     Aunt Mag and Uncle Marv Lanier lived a few 
miles from the main highway at Beech Hill on the 
road to the Cornstalk Hunting Area.  I had been a 
conscientious birder little more than a year and most 

appearance of the land.  Equally lacking are lengthy 
accounts in journals or lists of the wilderness plant 
and animal life.   Fortunately, something of a portrait 
of the primeval birdlife is found in a visit to the 
neighborhood of Davis in 1891  by Dr. William C.  
Rives.   He made a pioneer study before most of 
the forest had been leveled and noted the boreal 
elements of the landscape created a “general aspect 
similar to that of northern Maine or Wisconsin. . .”   
Characteristic northern birds found were Red-
breasted Nuthatches, Brown Creepers, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Magnolia Warblers and Winter Wrens.  
Pairs of Olive-sided Flycatchers, as northern a bird 
as any, were found along Blackwater River and 
doubtless nesting.
     Rives returned in less than a decade to find the 
scene at many places almost total desolation due to 
removal of the timber and fires that followed.   Even 
though the look of the land was discouraging, the 
birdlife would become more varied in the years to 
come.   The striking Red-headed Woodpecker was 
now numerous in the clearings and lovely Mourning 
Warbler, perhaps largely absent previously, were 
attracted to the abundance of emerging thickets.
     I find myself returning to search for birds such as 
the Bobolink that reaches the southern limits of its 
breeding range in high meadows in eastern West 
Virginia.   The male is clad in striking black and white 
with the back of his head having somewhat the look 
of a powder puff.   Although showy in plumage, they 
can be secretive and quiet in tall grass fields until 
their unmistakable bubbling and gurgling voices are 
heard and one rises in flight in ecstatic song.

JOHN LAWRENCE SMITH: AUTHOR AND NATURALIST LOOKS BACK
every locality offered promise of new discovery and 
species yet to see.
     The silence was noticeable that March afternoon 
as I entered a large grassy opening with scattered 
venerable gnarled oaks some distance from Aunt 
Mag’s house.  I caught a burst of color out of the 
corner of my eye and turned to see a red-headed 
woodpecker in flight before  it swooped down  to 
land on a large limb low in an oak!
The bird remained perched for some minutes 
as I stood frozen not daring to move for fear 
of frightening it and cutting short this supreme 
opportunity to breathe in its striking beauty.
     Almost every time Mother smelled wood smoke, 
she would say, “Makes me think of Aunt Mag’s!”  
She wasn’t referring to wood burning in a fireplace, 
but a cookstove fueled by burning wood to produce 
the heat to cook the food.   Even though caring 
little about culinary matters as a teen-ager, I would 
watch Aunt Mag perform almost with the skill of a 
magician.  The table would soon be spread with a 
variety of delicious dishes with no sign or smell of 
being scorched or overdone.
    Leaving the adults to catch up on the latest 
events in their lives, I would be off in search of 
birds with the promise that I knew my way and 
would be careful.  Even with all my adventuring, I 
would allow time for my return when supper was 
being prepared.
One July afternoon, four months after observing 
the red-headed woodpecker, I was a short distance 
from Mag and Marv’s house among sapling pines.  
I was startled when a bird sprang from almost 
underfoot before it began flopping around on the 
ground as though injured.  With another step or 
two, two birds flew away in opposite directions.  
I had stumbled onto a whip-poor-will with two 
fledged young!
     Not long ago, I took a journey into the memories 
of my youth among the Mason County hills.   All 
the people I came to visit many years ago are gone 
and most of them laid to eternal rest on the hilltop 
at Pine Grove cemetery.  Some of their houses are 
gone and were it not for my memories, these hills 
would seem a place I had never been.
     Our memory is a lifeline reminding us of whom 
we are and where we have been along the journey 
of life.  Only as the years of our lives grow in 
numbers do we cherish our memory and ability to 
remember.   Strange how events of long ago spring 
to the forefront and the chanting of whip-poor-wills 
in the woods of Mason County on star-lit evenings 
almost  seems as only yesterday!

J. Lawrence Smith and Val his pet beagle in 1946, Nitro, WV

J. Lawrence Smith introduction photo from “Blackwater Country” circa 1972

J. Lawrence Smith and his mother, Margie Edwards Smith, 
at the home of Aunt Mag, Beech Hill, WV circa 1944

J. Lawrence Smith’s 
memories will continue in our 

next edition.  
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   OurWonderful Donors  
Bob Bittner, Vice President of the Mountaineer Chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU) 
demonstrates his fly fishing expertise for Brandon Dennison, Assistant for Youth 
for the Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church.  The Church’s Youth Group spent 
the day on Seneca Creek, last May learning about stream sampling, habitat and 
water quality issues and threats, and of course a little hands-on fishing tutorial.  
The Mountaineer Chapter is actively involved in Trout Unlimited’s mission to 
conserve protect, and restore native cold water fisheries in and around Canaan 
Valley as well as other areas which hold some of WV’s most beautiful and 
environmentally sensitive coldwater fisheries.  Although Chapter members 
certainly love to fish, they are more than a fishing club and are actively involved 
in efforts to rehabilitate streams, improve stream habitat, and educate people 
about TU’s mission.  The Blackwater River, and its numerous tributaries are 
home to some of the  premier coldwater fisheries in the state, and this area is 
a focal point for their efforts.  They want to create a legacy of preserving these 
wonderful natural resources. They place great emphasis on educating youth. s  
As Randy Kesling so poetically sums it up,  “When our days on the stream are 
over, and we slowly return to the earth, perhaps something within us will still take 
comfort in the knowledge that we have been good stewards of the natural 
environment and that we have prepared our children to continue our mission.”

Trout Unlimited Works with Youth in WV Highlands

What watershed do you call home?  Evan 
Supak, the newest summer VISTA to join the 
North Fork Watershed Project, has proudly 
called the Blackwater River watershed home 
for most of his life.  Raised in Davis, WV Evan 
spent his summer days hiking, fishing, and ex-
ploring local rivers and creeks. 

Evan has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Wildlife and Fisheries Resource Management 
from West Virginia University.  During his time 
in Morgantown, he volunteered with Friends 
of Deckers Creek, helping with water quality 
sampling, fish population sampling, and stream 
cleanups. In 2009, he began volunteering with 
Friends of Blackwater, helping with analyzing 
historic brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) habitat 
in the Blackwater River watershed.  The project, 
will study several historic brook trout streams 

including Big Run, Sand Run, Snyder 
Run, Tub Run, Devils Run, and Lindy 
Run.  Mr. Gary Berti of Trout Unlimited 
is providing consulting on the project 
and data will be collected using West 
Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection Save our Streams proce-
dures, so that it can be included in 
the statewide water quality monitoring 
database. The ability of the streams 
to support brook trout populations and 
options will be identified for returning 
impaired streams to brook trout quality.

Brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis), 
the only trout native to Appalachia, are 
very beautiful fish which are highly sought by fly 
fishermen.  Brook trout are an indicator species 
for healthy stream ecosystems, requiring clean, 

cold, oxygen rich water and a healthy 
macroinvertebrate community to 
survive.  Wild brook trout populations 
have been severely degraded due to 
human ecosystem disturbance and 
competition from non-native trout 
species.  Increased water tempera-
ture and sedimentation from devel-
opment,  habitat fragmentation from 
road culverts and dams, and acid 
and heavy metal pollution from mine 
and acid rain sources are all threats 
to brook trout.  By collecting data on 
headwater streams that historically 
held brook trout populations, we can 
assess the current state of the fish 
in area streams, identify the factors 

limiting brook trout populations, and work on 
solutions to restore conditions for brook trout 
survival and reproduction

In 2005 the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Ven-
ture (EBTJV) was formed as a coalition of pri-
vate and public organizations to halt the decline 
of brook trout and restore fishable populations.  
More information can be found on the Trout Un-
limited website  http://www.tu.org/conservation/
eastern-conservation/brook-trout/about/ebtjv.

Volunteer participation will be instrumen-
tal in completing this research project.  If you 
are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Evan by email  brooktrout@northforkwatershed.
org, phone 304-259-5600 or stop by the office 
located between Hypno Coffee and Highland 
Prospects.  Learn how to conduct stream moni-
toring and explore beautiful streams while help-
ing restore brook trout in the Blackwater River 
watershed!

Bob Bittner instructs Brandon Dennison in the art of fly fishing along Seneca Creek.

NFWP begins Trout Study in Blackwater River Watershed
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Rose M. Buhrman suffered a severe hemorrhagic stroke in the early hours of Tuesday, May 
25th.  Born September 28th, 1945 in Plainfield, NJ, she lived with her husband David on their 
vegetable farm in Greenbrier Co. for the last thirty-five years. In addition to David she is survived 
by her sister Lorraine Simmons of Virginia, a niece and two nephews.

Rose’s intuitive talents, positive outlook, and strong spirit shined brightly thru her fragile 
earthly body. She was inspired by her deep love of art, natural beauty, and the many sensitive 
souls she had the opportunity to touch during her time on Earth. As an organ donor, the body she 
has left behind will be used to help up to thirty other people still alive.

A Memorial service to honor Rose’s life was held in Carnegie Hall’s Old Stone Room on 
Sunday May 30th.  

Rose and her husband Dave were leaders in the fight to protect the Indiana bats and the 
scenic beauty of Cold Knob in Greenbrier County for the industrial wind project Invenergy. They 
won important protections for endangered species in a court ruling last fall.”

Rose Buhrmann
1945-2010
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YES!  I WANT TO JOIN FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER

Mail completed form and check made payable Friends of 
Blackwater to: 
  Friends of Blackwater 
  501 Elizabeth St.
   Charleston, WV 25311

E-mail

Name

Address

Phone

ORDER FORM
Description Qty Unit Price Amount

The High Alleghenies by J. Lawrence Smith 25.00
Land of Blackwater by J. Lawrence Smith 15.00
Images of America: Tucker County 25.00
Flying Squirrel T‐shirt      S ‐ M ‐ L ‐ XL‐ XXL 12.50
Kayaking Ginny T‐shirt     S ‐ M ‐ L ‐ XL‐ XXL 12.50
Biking Ginny T‐shirt     S ‐ M ‐ L ‐ XL‐ XXL 12.50
Skiing Ginny T‐shirt     S ‐ M ‐ L ‐ XL‐ XXL 12.50
Rock Climbing Ginny T‐shirt     S ‐ M ‐ L ‐ XL‐ XXL 12.50
Fishin' Blackwater T‐shirt     S ‐ M ‐ L ‐ XL‐ XXL 15.00
Friends of Blackwater Canvas Tote Bag 12.00
Stuffed Ginny magnet 5.00
Small Stuffed Flying Squirrel 10.00
Blackwater Falls Picture Frame 15.00
Blackwater Canyon Coffee Mug 8.00
Blackwater Canyon DVD by Potomac Moon featuring music by The Whisperer 15.00
The Beauty of Canaan DVD by Potomac Moon featuring music by The Whisperer 15.00

Ship To: SubTotal
Name Shipping $0.00

Add T t lAddress Total

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email
Payment
       Check payable to Friends of Blackwater       
       Credit Card
                     American Express                                              
                     Visa                                                                       
                     Mastercard                                                 
Card Number

Exp. Date

Cardholder Name

REI/Baltimore Store

WVDNR - Chief WV State Parks

Kerri Penrose

Patagonia

Massage Therapies of Davis

The Outfitter at Harpers Ferry

One Two Kangaroo

River & Trail Outfitters

Appalachian Cabins at Seneca Rocks

Louisiana Kitchen

Arucola

Dansko Shoes

TheBestCookie.com

Mari-Lynn Evans

Mark Blumenstein & Terri Wontrobski

Mary Alice & Gerry Milnes

River Riders, Inc.

Timberline Stables

Clyde’s Restaurant Group

Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler

European Flooring LLC

Four Seasons Books

Mountain State Brewing

Mountain Top Citgo

Oshel B. Craigo

Patricia Munoz

Patrick  & Kimberly Smith

Blackwater Outdoor Adventures

Mountain Mist

Pete & Sienna Johnson

Rafe & Lenore Pomerance

REI/Bailey’s Crossing Store

Rita Jo Haverty

Hellbender Burritos

Quality Hotel Conference Center

The Golden Anchor

Martin’s Tavern

Timberline Resort

Nanny’s Bakery

Speaker & Mrs Richard Thompson

Stan & Sue Jennings

Steve & Katy White

Tygart Valley Distributors, Inc.

The Beauty Center

The Owens Family

Cantrell Ultimate Rafting

Chadwicks

Truman Chafin

Avalon Theatre

Sirianni’s Café

Our Wonderful Donors - continued from page 13

In 1936,  a party from the staff of the National 
Museum in  Washington, D. C. was collecting 
specimens  of birds  and mammals in West Virginia 
to gain a better understanding of the number of 
species in the Allegheny Mountains.  The higher 
elevations of Tucker, Randolph and Pocahontas 
County  proved fertile ground for small mammals 
and here they were told of the possible presence 
of little furred creatures unexpected or unknown 
in West Virginia.
     They heard  of  “water ground moles”  found  on 
the headwaters of  Williams   River in Pocahontas 
County.  Fred Galford insisted the little animal 
was more than heresay because he had seen 

WALK-ON-WATER SHREW
J. Lawrence Smith

them “diving into streams like little muskrats” and 
having the appearance of “silver streaks” under 
the water.  The description seemed to be of the 
water shrew, a nervous little  creature found across 
much of Canada and south in the Appalachians  to 
Pennsylvania.
     The water shrew escaped the traps of the of the 
museum collectors and it remained for Dr. Emmet 
Hooper of the University of Michigan to establish 
its presence in West Virginia to the satisfaction of 
American mammologists.  Hooper’s first specimen 
was caught in mixed forest of spruce, hemlock 
and northern hardwoods northwest of Durbin, 
Pocahontas County, soon after 1940.

     During a state-wide survey of mammals 
that began in 1948,  specimens were 
taken that roughly outlined the distribution 
of the shrew in the high mountains.  
Within West Virginia, it has been found in 
Tucker, Preston, Pendleton Randolph and 
Pocahontas County at elevations above 
2000 feet. 
     The shrew is a small mammal that 
measures a maximum six inches including 
its tail and is very dark in color on its back.  
The hind feet possess hairy fringes  that 
make it possible to skitter on a water 
surface.   Air bubbles caught among the 
bristle-like  hairs and surface tension keep 
it afloat for a short distance.  
     An essential  habitat requirement for 
the shrew in high mountain streams where 
it may be expected is rather pure water 
harboring an abundance of aquatic life.  
Any activity that leads to a lessening of 

water quality such as sedimentation due to logging 
and surface mining can negatively impact a local 
shrew population.  Even though restricted to only 
a few counties in West Virginia, at present no 
widespread threat faces the total population.    
    Shrews are vicious by nature and voracious 
in feeding habits with the water shrew thriving 
on aquatic insects and their larvae.  They have 
been observed on the bottom of a stream literally 
standing on their nose while waiting for a possible 
meal to be brought  close with the current.
          The gestation period for embryo development 
is three  weeks with reproduction occurring  from 
spring until early fall.  More than one litter will be 
raised with each numbering from four to eight 
young.  Shrews are rather prolific in order to offset 
losses to predators such as foxes, bobcats, skunks,  
hawks and owls.  
     Among species designated by federal authority 
for monitoring of their numbers, the shrew is listed 
for “concern,”  the least critical of categories of low 
numbers or rarity.  It may be more numerous than 
thought due to small size and secretive nature with 
doubtless many sites of preferred habitat available 
in the northern Alleghenies.   
     A person with no knowledge of its existence 
would look in disbelief if they saw this little mammal 
striding on the surface of a pool in a mountain 
stream.   The water shrew that lives its life largely 
in secret and unseen by humans is only one of 
many mammals that enrich the fauna of the land 
along the Blackwater!

Photo source: Charlie Eichelberger (PNHP)
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Rose Buhrmann

FREE SHIPPING!
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