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Notes from the Director
Dear Friends,

	 What	an	exciting	legislative	session	just	finished	in	Charleston!		Two	
important	bills	passed	that	will	help	us	protect	the	Blackwater	Canyon	and	River.

		 The	first	new	law	is	the	“anti-	degradation”	bill	--	which	protects	West	Virginia’s	
most	outstanding	streams.		Senator	Kessler	sent	the	bill	to	the	House	of	Delegates	with	
full	“3.0”	protection	language	–	the	strongest	level	of	protection.		On	the	House	side,	the	
bill	was	championed	by	House	of	Delegates	Speaker	Rick	Thompson,	who	put	a	tremen-
dous	personal	effort	into	passing	the	bill.		Delegate	Carrie	Webster	made	an	impassioned	
speech	on	the	House	Floor,	asking	legislators	to	protect	West	Virginia’s	most	vibrant	
streams	for	future	generations.			The	bill	went	back	to	the	Senate	which	passed	it,	with	
improved	language	from	the	House.

	 Senate	Bill	373	reads	(with	some	technical	language	omitted):		

“Tier 3 Protection. In all cases, waters which constitute an outstanding national resource 
shallbe maintained and protected and improved where necessary. Outstanding national 
resource waters include, but are not limited to, all streams and rivers within the boundaries 
of Wilderness Areas designated by The Wilderness within the State, all Federally designated 
rivers under the “Wild and Scenic Rivers Act”; all streams and other bodies of water in 
state parks which are high quality waters or naturally reproducing trout streams; waters in 
national parks and forests which are high quality waters or naturally reproducing trout streams; 
waters designated under the “National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978”, as amended; 
and those waters whose unique character, ecological or recreational value, or pristine nature 
constitutes a valuable national or state resource.  Additional waters may be nominated for 
inclusion in that category by any interested party or by the Secretary on his or her own initiative.”

 Because	the	Blackwater	River	is	currently	listed	as	a	trout	stream,	we	believe	that	
this	bill	will	provide	protection	for	the	River	in	Canaan	Valley	where	it	starts,	and	in	the	
Canyon,	which	begins	in	the	State	Park	and	flows	eight	miles	to	Hendricks.		And	any	
unprotected	parts,	we	can	nominate!

	 WVDEP	Secretary	Stephanie	Timmermeyer	said,	“I	am	proud	to	live	in	a	state	where	the	political	leaders	
were	able	to	wade	through	complex	water	quality	issues,	federal	mandates,	and	claims	of	property	owners’	
rights	issues	to	cast	a	vote	for	clean	water	in	West	Virginia.		Passage	of	this	rule	establishes	a	legacy	in	West	Vir-
ginia	that	the	waters	belong	to	the	citizens	of	the	state	and	that	we	value	this	precious	natural	resource	above	
all	others-clean	water	is	West	Virginia’s	future.”

			 Special	thanks	to	everyone	who	contacted	the	Legislature	when	they	were	debating	this	measure!		If	
you	can,	please	take	the	time	to	thank	Speaker	Thompson	(304-340-3210	or	speaker.thompson@verizon.net)	and	
Delegate	Webster	(304-340-3252	or	cwebste1@mail.wvu.net)!			Many	groups	worked	to	pass	this	bill,	including	The	
West	Virginia	Rivers	Coalition,	WV	E-Council,	WV	Highlands	Conservancy,	and	Ohio	Valley	Environmental	Council.	
And	thank	you	Don	Garvin	--	for	all	your	excellent	lobbying!

	 The	other	exciting	bill	to	pass	was	the	Voluntary	Rural	and	Outdoor	Heritage	Act,	which	sets	up	a	fund	for		
state	land	purchases.		Funding	will	come	from	a	fee	on	deeds	of	$4.50.		Beth	Wheatley	of	the	Nature	Conservancy	
worked	on	this	legislation	in	coalition	with	the	West	Virginia	Wildlife	Federation,	the	state	land	trust	and	the	Farm-
land	Preservation	folks!		Good	job,	Beth!

	 Yes,	Spring	has	sprung,	and	things	look	good	for	the	Blackwater	River	Canyon!

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely,

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Judy	Rodd

PS	-	On	March	12,	2008	Governor	Manchin	praised	the	Legislature	for	passage	of	Senate	Bill	373.	He	said,”passage	
of	Senate	Bill	373	grants	the	highest	level	of	protection	from	pollution	(Tier	3.0)	to	the	state’s	cleanest	streams.	
Thank	Governor	Manchin	for	his	efforts	by	contacting	him	at	Governor@WVGov.org	or	1-888-438-2731.		You	can	
also	express	your	thanks	to	the	Governor	and	the	legislators	by	visiting	www.saveblackwater.org
 

 Forget Britney --- We Have “Ginny”!
Breaking news from Blackwater Falls State 
Park! Our intrepid Friends of Blackwater re-
porter has just “scored” an exclusive treetop 
interview with “Ginny,” the West Virginia 

flying squirrel.  Here’s the 
interview transcript:

 FOB:  
Ginny, how long 
have you and your 

family lived here in 
West Virginia?
 Ginny:  We moved 

here during the last Ice 
Age, about 15,000 years 

ago.  Back then we flying 
squirrels were all over 
the place!  But when 

the glaciers retreated, we only survived in high 
mountain areas where it gets very cold in the 
Winter.  Today we live in only six West Virginia 
counties (and one in Virginia).
 FOB:  Scientists say that you and your 
family are a key ingredient to a healthy forest 
ecosystem.  Is that true?
 Ginny:  It’s a little embarrassing, but it is 
true.  Our favorite food is an underground fungus 
-- like a truffle – that grows on tree roots.  The 
fungus grows on tree roots. Healthy trees get 
food and moisture through the fungus.
 FOB:  What’s embarrassing about that?
 Ginny:  Well . . . after we dig up and eat 
the fungus, its spores stay alive in our intestines.  
Then when we . . . “poop” (I guess we can say 

that word here) . . . the fungus spores spread 
over the forest floor, and grow on more tree 
roots.  So fewer northern flying squirrels means 
less fungus – and an unhealthy forest.
 FOB:  So, what’s up with this proposal to 
take you and your family off the endangered 
species list?
 Ginny:  It’s politics pure and simple!  
There isn’t a single piece of peer-reviewed 
science that supports de-listing!
 FOB:  The Beltway types who are 
running the Fish and Wildlife Service are trying to 
say that wherever there’s a patch of red spruce 
forest, it means that Ginny and her kind are 
doing well.
 Ginny:  What a joke!  Dr. Peter Weigl, 
who has been studying us flying squirrels for 
forty years, says he has almost never found one 
of us in a pure conifer forest.  We like mixed 
old-growth hardwoods the most, and those are 
diminishing.  The de-listing proposal doesn’t 
even have an estimate of our population – so 
how can they say we aren’t endangered?
 FOB:  Ginny, what are the biggest threats 
to your mountain home?
 Ginny:  Climate change is a biggie, 
because it will shrink our already small range.  
Unrestricted logging and land clearing is another; 
it can take out our nest trees and food sources.  
But the biggest threat is these extremists who 
just hate the Endangered Species Act!
 FOB:  Ginny, in your own words, why is it 
important to keep you on the Endangered 

Species List?
 Ginny:  Believe me, no one likes to be 
singled out for special attention.  But being on 
the list means that our welfare is at least 
considered when there are plans for road-
building and logging.  That is not too much to 
ask!
 FOB:  Ginny, any final words for our FOB 
newsletter readers?
 Ginny:  Thanks to everyone who is 
speaking out for our protection!  I wish I could do 
more to help, but my skills are more in the 
gliding-eating-sleeping area.  Oh, and 
procreating – I’m pregnant right now with two 
babies, due in a month or so.  That will keep me 
hopping – and gliding!  I know you guys can 
defeat this crazy de-listing proposal – we’re 
counting on you!
 FOB:  You can count on us, Ginny!  Be 
well!  (Interview tape ends with the sound of 
the reporter loudly landing on forest floor.  
Gliding must not be his thing!)

 As a child in the 1930’s growing up in the foothills of the Allegheny Mountain, Hazel (Smith) Oliff  
has roots deep in mountain culture.  Fostered by necessity, she developed an ambitious and 
independent spirit to meet the challenges of day to day living.  Her school day began with a 2 mile walk 
over the spurs of the Allegheny to Eureka, a one room school, on the Stoney River Dam Road.  Many
times, Hazel chose the “shortcut.”  She would follow the meanders of Crain Nest Run, a native trout 
stream originating high in the Fore Knobs, then skip around the greenbriars and across the pasture, 
running past the dreaded neighbor’s bull, on her way to school.  In high school, she walked over 4 miles 
to a general store where she joined school mates commuting to Petersburg.  
 Shortly after graduation and business school training, Hazel went to Washington, D.C. for 
employment.  After working briefly for the University of Maryland, she was accepted for employment at 
the prestigious National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Department of Interior.  Hazel loved her work and her 
involvement in preserving special places.  She quickly moved through the ranks of the NPS.  Throughout 
her career, she received numerous accolades and recognition for her dedication and outstanding 
contributions in support of the mission of the NPS.  Upon retiring, Hazel was given a cross-country driving 
tour of the national parks with her daughter and niece.  While visiting the Grand Canyon, the group was 
privileged to ride mules to the Canyon floor where they marveled at the natural wonder.  These and other 
experiences enlightened Hazel to the unspoiled beauty in her childhood backyard, the Allegheny Front. 
 She often returned to her roots to visit her sisters and her favorite special places in West Virginia 
including Dolly Sods North, Helmick Run Wetlands, Stoney River Dam, and the Blackwater Canyon.  Ha-
zel is an ardent supporter of preserving the Blackwater Canyon and keeping Dolly Sods wild.  She lives 
in Hyattsville, Maryland  and is active with her church.  She is an avid photographer and a recognized 
source for historical photographs of the Allegheny Front.

A Tale of Two Canyons:  Inspiration for Preservation by Donna Cook

Hazel Oliff at the Grand Canyon

Avove:  Speaker of the House, Rick 
Thompson.  Below: Delegate Carrie 
Webster

mailto:speaker.thompson@verizon.net
mailto:cwebste1@mail.wvu.net
mailto:Governor@WVGov.org
http://www.saveblackwater.org/sb373thankyou.htm
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 On February 13, 2008, Friends of 
Blackwater celebrated “Ten Years of Winning 
Activism” at our annual reception in Washington, 
DC, at the home of Rafe and Lenore Pomerance.  
The party was honored by the presence of West 
Virginia Congressman Alan Mollohan and his 
wife Barbara, and former West Virginia 
Governor Bob Wise, who was a leader in early 
Canyon protection efforts and now works in 
Washington.
 Congressman Mollohan received the 
FOB “Blackwater Hero” award for his work in 
protecting the Blackwater  Canyon Trail -- 
especially in pressuring the US Forest Service to 
follow their own rules and regulations 
regarding the use of our public land!  He urged 
people to work for siting regulations for industrial 
wind turbines, a message that resonated with 
many of those in attendance.
 Fifty guests attended the packed-house 
event.  Master Chef Dean Wartti prepared tasty 
Middle Eastern food on the spot.  We auctioned 
items donated by Tucker County restaurants and 
resorts, and photography and paintings by West 
Virginia artists.  Sculptor Mark Blumstein 
attended and donated a whimsical “garden crit-
ter”.  Other attendees were Pat Munoz of the 
River Network; Hedrick Belin, Director of the 
Potomac Conservancy; attorneys Eric 
Glitzenstein and Kathy Meyer of the public 
interest environmental law firm, Meyer, 
Glitzenstein and Crystal; and Lori Sonken of 

Congressman Mollohan Receives 2008 Blackwater Hero Award!

Judy Rodd presents Congressman Alan Mollohan with the Blackwater Hero 2008 Award

Congressman Rahall’s staff.
 Tom Rodd played the banjo -- and later 
told the assembled Blackwater Canyon 
supporters that our strategy has not changed in 
ten years – surround the Canyon and the 
magnificent West Virginia Highlands with a 
powerful circle of love and protection!  Judy Rodd 
reported that we are closer than ever to full 
protection for the Canyon!

All in all – a great evening!

HOT on the Trail!

 Deirdre Purdy was born and raised in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and studied philosophy at 
the University of Pittsburgh.  She and her hus-
band Wally moved to Chloe, Calhoun County, 
WV in 1974, where they homeschooled their 
children, Jed and Hannah.  Hard to believe, but 
there were no jobs for philosophers in Calhoun 
County!  So a fellow homeschool parent and 
court reporter offered to teach Deirdre stenotype, 
and she became a court 
reporter. 
 Deirdre worked as a court reporter for 
more than ten years.  She jokes that after watch-
ing lawyers all that time, she said “Heck, ‘Objec-
tion, hearsay,’ I can do that” -- and went to WVU 
law school!  Wally continued his work building 
post and beam houses.  Deirdre graduated in 
1998 and was taken on as a law clerk by the 
illustrious Judge Charles H. Haden II, Chief 
Judge of the federal District Court for the South-
ern District of West Virginia, until his untimely 
death in March, 2004.   
 Deirdre then practiced law as an associ-
ate at Bailey & Glasser, in Charleston, until 2007.  
Brian Glasser generously assigned Deirdre to 
provide legal help to Friends of Blackwater on 
the Canyon Trail campaign. The first time Wally 
and Deirdre walked the Trail with Judy, Mary 
Krueger from the Wilderness Society, and folks 
from the Forest Service, Deirdre says “I 
realized I had been given much more than an 
assignment; I had been given a great gift and a 
great challenge.  The Trail must be saved for all 
the people, but a lawyer is just a point person.  
When these battles are won, it is because of the 

Deirdre Purdy

Meet the “legal eagles” who are guiding us in our efforts to Save the CanyonTrail!

 Brian Glasser grew up in West Virginia. The highlands, canyons, streams and woods were the backdrop of 
his childhood and now provide the setting for his life’s works:  being a father and being an attorney.
 After attending WVU, Brian went to Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship, and then to Harvard for law school.  But 
he returned to West Virginia where, among other things, he blends his passion for his native landscape and his skill 
at the bar to help protect the state against environmental threats.
 Brian is a founding member of Bailey & Glasser LLP, a successful law firm in Charleston that has recently 
expanded to include offices in Morgantown and Washington, D.C.  Protecting West Virginia’s wild places is not the 
only way he applies his skills as a lawyer, but it’s personally one of the most important.
 Brian, who has provided pro-bono legal counsel to the Friends of Blackwater, recently brought his children 
and their schoolmates to Blackwater State Park for a field trip.“I enjoy taking my children out to enjoy West Virginia’s 
scenic and wild places,” he said. “I believe in preserving places like the Blackwater Canyon for them and for the 
future of all of us in West Virginia.”

work of all the individuals and groups that come 
together for all their own reasons, to reach the 
common goal.  Although, I’m no longer with 
Bailey & Glasser, Brian Glasser continues to 
support my legal work for Friends of Blackwater.”  
 Deirdre’s law practice now is about half 
federal criminal defense, and the rest defending 
the environment, with a few other civil cases.   
She and Wally still live on their farm in Calhoun 
County, raise big gardens, and try to ride 
motorcycles as often and as far as possible.  (He 
drives, she enjoys.)  Deirdre concludes, “As you 
all know, the work to save the Canyon Trail goes 
on, and I believe we will have a victory party 
where I get to meet all of you!”

Rafe Pomerance was as always a gracious host.

Tom Rodd breaks down the last ten years for those in attendance.

Chad Thomas expresses concerns to Congressman Mollohan as Mark 
Blumenstein looks on

Former WV Governor Bob Wise and Hedrick Belin listen intently.
Jim Norton chats with Barbara Mollohan, wife of the Congressman

Brian Glasser

Deirdre and Wally prepare to ride off into the sunset.

Left:  Brian Glasser

A group of hikers moves along the Blackwater Canyon Trail

Congressman Mollohan speaks to attendees



     At our recent fundraising party in Washington, DC, we 
took a few minutes to look back at ten years of the cam-
paign to protect the Blackwater Canyon.  Here’s a summary 
of what we said:

 It was in the Fall of 1997, and a friend called with the 
news: “The heart of the Blackwater Canyon has just been 
sold to a timber operator!” 
 Folks who love Blackwater had a million questions.  
Was the sale legal, since it was not approved by the Public 
Service Commission? (The courts said it was legal).  Could 
the land be logged without violating endangered species 
laws?  (Some land, yes; a lot, no.)  Would public interest 
lawyers and scientists work to champion Canyon protec-
tion? (Yes, they would!)
 And of course, we pondered on the most important 
question of all: can we build a movement of organized 
citizen power that can protect the Canyon? 
 Ten years have passed since that phone call, and the 
answer to that last question has proven to be a resounding 
“Yes!” 
 We have had many victories in many arenas.  We 
have protected hundreds of acres of Canyon land.  And we 
are closer than ever to moving all of the land in the Canyon 
into public ownership.
 Our strategy has been the same from the start: to build 
a powerful circle of love and protection around the 
Blackwater Canyon.  Here are some of the “links in the 
chain” that form our Blackwater Canyon circle:
     

Page 6                                             Page 7 

So, looking back ten years, and putting it all together: for 
protecting the Creation, for good jobs in the West Virginia 
Highlands, and for our children and grandchildren – we are 
building a powerful circle of love and protection around West 
Virginia’s “Crown Jewel”  – the magnificent Blackwater 
Canyon! The financial support of Canyon lovers allows us to 
continue this work. Thank you!

March 2008 March 2008

Ten Years of Advocacy for the Blackwater Canyon 
Building a Powerful Circle of Love &Protection

  
1.	 Defending	Nature	–	we	work	to	protect	the	rare	and	
endangered	species	of	the	Blackwater	Canyon	–	like	“Ginny”,	the	
West	Virginia	Northern	Flying	Squirrel.

2.	 Outdoor	Adventure	and	Recreation	–	we	promote	hiking,	
boating,	fishing,	biking,	skiing,	birding,	and	other	outdoor	
recreation	and	tourism	in	the	Canyon	region.

3.	 Good	Jobs	and	Sustainable	Development	–	we	work	with	local	
businesses	to	promote	using	high-value	natural	treasures	like	the	
Blackwater	Canyon	as	an	engine	for	prosperity	in	the	West	Virginia	
Highlands.

4.	 The	Power	of	Science	–	our	diverse	scientific	
teams	provide	cutting-edge,	unbiased	expertise	on	
land	use	and	environmental	issues;	and	we	expose	
“junk”	science	promoted	by	special	interest	groups.

5.	 Law	and	Advocacy	–	our	brilliant,	hard-working	
lawyers	challenge	illegal	agency	land-use	decisions	in	
court,	and	support	environmental	law	enforcement

6.	 Arts	and	Heritage	Education	–	we	bring	scholars,	
artists, and communities together to celebrate the 
Canyon	region’s	rich	human	history	and	heritage.

7.	 People	Power!	–	our	Blackwater	Canyon	circle	
includes	many	diverse	political,	cultural,	economic,	and	
age	groups.		We	pool	our	efforts	in	letter-writing	and	
public	comment	campaigns,	to	bring	powerful	
pressure	to	bear	on	public	officials,	agencies,	and	
legislators.		

8.	 Publication	–	colorful	newsletters,	e-mails,	and	
websites	spread	the	message	of	Blackwater	Canyon	
protection	far	and	wide.	

9.	 Friendship,	Family,	Prayer,	and	Meditation	–	In	all	
of	our	work,	we	draw	on	our	spiritual	connection	with	
the	Canyon	–	and	with	those	who	came	before	us	and	
those	who	will	follow	us.

10.	 Celebration	and	Commitment	–	over	a	decade	
we	have	had	many	successes,	and	we	celebrate	every	
one.		Our	work	is	about	winning,	not	whining!
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 Golden Eagle #41 (we like to call him “the Phoenix”) was caught in 
a leg trap in December of 2006, near Streiby WV, just below the majestic 
escarpment called the Allegheny Front in Grant County.  He was nursed 
back to health by the kind folks at the National Aviary in Pittsburgh, and 
then put to work as a “research bird.”  He was set soaring over the West 
Virginia Four Knobs on March 24, 2007 with a satellite telemetry track-
ing unit on his back.   Since that time, his movements have been tracked 
by the National Aviary, and can be followed on their website at www.
aviary.org.  He made his spring migration trip to Quebec, Canada -- and 
returned! in November of 2007.  He is now in his winter residence, flying 
over the  Allegheny Front, with repeated visits to the Mt. Storm Lake area.
 Researchers at the Aviary, Carnegie Museum, and Lafayette Col-
lege are concerned about the impact of industrial wind turbines on golden 
eagles. They state: “The size of the eastern North American population 
of golden eagles is small and therefore highly vulnerable to demographic 
perturbations  . . we consider the edge of the Allegheny Front and the five 
adjacent ridges to the east to be a zone of high risk for potential impacts 
to golden eagles.”  According to a recent US Fish and Wildlife Service 
document, a primary area for potential development of wind energy is 
exactly in this same corridor that golden eagles use so heavily (USFWS, 

Golden Eagle #41: WILL HE FLY FREE -- OR BE CUT DOWN BY TURBINE BLADES?

 Citing a threat to bats from a new disease 
that is widespread, severe, and imminent, the 
Center for Biological Diversity, Heartwood, and 
Friends of Blackwater Canyon petitioned the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service on February 18th for 
immediate action to prevent further harm to 
endangered bats, which are known to frequent 
the Blackwater Canyon. 
 State wildlife agencies have reported 
that tens of thousands of bats are dying from an 
unknown malady informally known as “white-
nose syndrome.” It was first discovered last year 
in four bat hibernating caves in New York. This 
year, the fungus has been observed on bats at 
virtually every significant bat hibernation site 
in New York, along with one cave in Vermont. 
Biologists throughout the Northeast have been 

2005)”.  Nedpower Mt Storm is building a 200 turbine industrial wind proj-
ect in just such a location.
 Golden Eagle #41 is expected to migrate to Canada at the end of 
the month. When he returns next fall to his wintering ground, will he face 
an array of 400 foot tall turbines, with slicing blades that could decapitate 
him -- as happened to 88 golden eagles last year at Altamont in Califor-
nia?  And why is the Fish and Wildlife Service ignoring their duty under the 
Golden Eagle Protection Act? This is just another example of why we need 
strict siting regulations for all wind turbine proposals.

scrambling to determine the extent and source of 
the die-off. 
 Conservation organizations are asking 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to pull permits for 
federal projects that will harm imperiled bats and 
to close bat hibernation sites to the public. 
 “We think the government should take 
immediate action not only to find the cause and 
cure for this mysterious disease, but consult with 
federal agencies like the Forest Service to 
negotiate additional protections for these bats,’’ 
said Judith Rodd, director of Friends of 
Blackwater.
  “Logging, burning, road building — all 
these actions harm endangered bats,” said 
Mollie Matteson, public lands advocate with the 
Center for Biological Diversity. “With the deadly 
specter of white-nose syndrome looming over 
these vulnerable species, the government simply 
cannot carry on business as usual.”
 White-nose syndrome is known to afflict 
and kill several different species of North 
American bats, including four endangered 
species: gray bats, Indiana bats, Ozark big-eared 
bats, and Virginia big-eared bats. In total, the 
bats range from New Hampshire to Arkansas 
and Michigan to Florida.
 At least seven caves in West Virginia 
have been closed to spelunkers because of 
concerns about a mysterious illness that has 
ravaged bat populations in three other states. 
They are among 41 caves in the state known to 

have bat colonies. The 
state Division of Natural
Resources has asked the 
owners or managers of 
all 41 caves to close them 
to cavers to prevent “white 
nose syndrome’’ from 
affecting West Virginia’s bat population.
 Despite the dire threat, federal agencies 
continue to implement projects that will harm 
endangered bats. The organizations 
simultaneously submitted petitions to the Federal 
Highway Administration, Army Corps of 
Engineers, National Park Service, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, and the U.S. Forest Service to 
immediately stop implementation of any 
project that will further imperil the endangered 
bats that are being harmed by white-nose 
syndrome. In West Virginia, industrial wind 
projects are a particular threat to bats. At the 
Mountaineer wind project in Tucker County, up 
to 3,000 bats are killed annually.  The Nedpower 
Project on the Allegheny Front is scheduled to 
put up 200 turbines that could cause a mortality 
of 15,000 bats a year.  Between industrial wind 
turbines on Appalachian ridgelines and white 
nosed syndrome, whole species of bats could be 
wiped out.

Conservation Groups Petition to Save Imperiled Bats from Deadly New Disease     
Above:  Golden Eagle #41 soars the arrow points to the satellite telemetry tracking unit on his back 

Below:  Virginia Big Eared Bats

Albert Highwall Enhancement Project Moves Forward
 On Thursday, March 6, the WV 
Department of Environmental Protection 
held a pre-bid conference at the site of 
the Albert Highwall Enhancement 
Project.  The conference was led by 
Dave Broschart and Gregg Smith of 
the Philippi Office.  In attendance were 
Jana Pyle and Kelly Clark representing 
Friends of Blackwater and the North Fork 
Watershed Project, and approximately 
two dozen contractor representatives.  
 The pre-bid conference serves 
as a chance for prospective contractors 
to see the project site, hear an outline of the project, and ask for clarifications of any item within the 
plans and specifications.  This project is being funded in part by monies that FOB secured from a 
319 grant for the repair of a failed acid mine drainage treatment system located on the Albert 
Highwall in Douglas, WV.  This failed system contributes to the acid mine drainage problems that 
plague Long Run and the North Fork of the Blackwater River.  
 The scope of work for this project includes installation of new pipe at the bottom of the water 
treatment system and creation of a new spillway and channels.  Also included is the creation of a 
new 19’ fabriform channel with gabion baskets that are filled with steel slag. Additionally, a SMART 
drainage system will be installed to automatically flush the pond once a day.  
 The project bids are due to be opened on April 10, 2008.  It will take a few weeks for bids to 
be reviewed and we will keep you posted as we know new information.  If all goes well we should 
see construction in late spring or summer and hopefully a positive impact on the acidity of Long Run 
and the North Fork of the Blackwater River.

 Kelly Clark is an 
AmeriCorps member from 
Appalachian Forest 
Heritage Area who is 
working part time for 
Friends of Blackwater. 
She is working with the 

North Fork Watershed Project maintaining the 
monthly water monitoring, recruiting new 
volunteers to participate in this community 
enhancement program and providing assistance 
with historical research projects based in the 
Tucker County Area.
  Kelly has lived in Tucker County for three 
years and finds great joy in working towards the 
advancement of the county as a whole.  With 
degrees in Recreation Management and Tourism 
and Elementary Education, she feels very much 
at home working on these projects. At home 
Kelly has a husband, Ben, and they are 
expecting their first child in early September.

Meet the North Fork Watershed 
Project Team

Kelly Clark

Jana Pyle
 I moved to West 
Virginia to work for the 
Canaan Valley Institute. I 
intially worked as Assistant 
to the Deputy Director, Bekki 
Leigh, later moving into the 
position of Small Grants 
Coordinator. In my seven years working for CVI,  
I facilitated 300 successful applications for grants 
largely concerned with groundwater quality, 
totaling over one million dollars for small organi-
zations spread over WV, PA, VA and MD. I am 
very proud of that work.  I am also a professional 
artist trained in lithography at Indiana University, 
Bloomington.  The majority of my work is draw-
ings and paintings.  My smallest drawings/paint-
ings are 24”x36” and my largest are 8’x8’, all on 
paper. I was a part of two grants awarded to the 
Valley Ridge Theatre in Thomas, WV to bring 
art to a rural community. In addition to working 
for Friends of Blackwater through the North Fork 
Watershed Project in Thomas, and the practice 
and teaching of art -- I’ve worn many hats, from 
being the Resident of a Quaker Meeting in Kala-
mazoo, Michigan to working as a Counsellor for 
at-risk teens in West Virginia. I always try to work 
for my community -- whether working on behalf 
of our local environment, through a domestic 
shelter, or sharing the content of my artwork.  

Above:  Greg Smith of the WVDEP goes over the plans for the new Albert 
Highwall Project with prospective contractors

Above:  Kelly & Ben Clark

Above:  Jana Pyle
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Nature Notes: Polecat Weed by J. Lawrence Smith

 Skunk cabbage is widely known for its repu-
tation of having a foul odor, but many persons have 
never seen the plant.  Also called, rather fittingly, 
polecat weed, it has a hood-like appearance as it 
begins to emerge from damp earth in late winter.
 The plant is found across Canada and 
southward in the United States to Tennessee.  
Interestingly, it is also found in China, which is an 
intriguing bond between the flora of North America 
and the Orient.  Even though growing widely in West 
Virginia, the polecat plant is most numerous in high 
mountain bogs such as those in Canaan Valley.
 At first appearance, the plant looks 
somewhat like Jack-in-the-pulpit with the structure 
of the spathe above the spadix on which the small 
flowers appear.  Aptly named, the skunk-like odor is 
especially evident when plant parts are bruised and 
broken.
 Skunk cabbage is capable of thermogen-
esis which is the ability to produce warmth several 
degrees above the surround air temperature.   Such 
a process makes possible its appearance when 
conditions are still winter-like with snow on the 
ground.
 Thermogenesis was unknown in the time 
of Henry David Thoreau and he was amazed at the 
appearance of skunk cabbage under harsh weather 

conditions.  One 
day in March, 1856, 
when snow covered 
the ground, he noted 
in his journal, “I was 
surprised to see the 
skunk-cabbage with 
its great spearheads 
open and ready to 
blossom.”
 The root system is somewhat unusual in 
that it pulls the stem deeper into the wetland earth 
creating downward growth instead of upward.  Bears 
relish the plant and seem to tolerate without much 
discomfort the lingering stinging sensation.
 Even though skunk cabbage has toxic 
properties, Native Americans found it has medicinal 
value in the treatment of respiratory ailments.  
Pioneer settlers learned the herbal lore of the 
Indians and turned to the plant in cases of asthma, 
whooping cough and bronchitis.
 Bloodroot, spring beauty, yellow fawn lily 
and rue anemone are among the early wild 
flowers to bloom in spring.  Lacking the beauty of 
other plants, the skunk cabbage, with its 
unpleasant aroma, becomes an unlikely sign of 
spring often before the last blast of winter.

http://
http://www.northforkwatershed.org
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 Some 50-plus years later, I can 
still feel my mother’s firm grip on my 
upper arm as she pulled me from the 
water that cascades over Blackwater 
Falls.
 It was a memorable moment 
for a 7- or 8-year-old, who slipped on a 
rock at the top of the falls and then felt 
himself being swept toward a 63-foot 
drop-off.
 Good thing mom was there to 
ensure that a faithful Blackwater Falls 
gift shop customer would live to buy 
yet another trinket. 
 As a native of Davis in Tucker County, my mother, Mar-
garet Walters Calwell, was all too familiar with the power and the 
beauty of Blackwater Falls. As a teenagaer, she and friends would 
hike to the falls and swim in the cold, dark water beneath it.
Margaret was born in Davis in 1916 and over the years developed 
a deep love for the area that encompasses the Blackwater 
Canyon and Canaan Valley. Those areas were her playgrounds, 
long before there were any state parks established there.
 She would hike to the canyon and falls from her house on 
Kent Avenue, past the cemetery, until she reached a path that 
took her to the foot of the falls. In her book, “Speak to the Past: A 
Memoir Fat With Words,” she described climbing over huge boul-
ders and smooth rocks to get to the falls.
 She wrote: “When I was a teenager, we swam in the deep 
pool where the roaring water fell. Not only that, we daringly dived 
through the curtain of water to find and explore a roomy, private, 
cave-like area, quite still and peaceful.”After graduating in 1937 
from Berea College in Kentucky, Margaret was employed as a 
social worker in Tucker County. She drove over many miles of 
mountainous terrain visiting families for the state Department of 
Public Assistance.
 Her life seemed framed by the beauty of the mountains, 
the trees and the invigorating air. Throughout her life, she kept the 
Blackwater Canyon area close to her heart.
 Growing up, my brother and I made many trips to Davis 
and the Blackwater area, and it became as special to us as it was 
to her.When the threat of logging descended over the area she 
loved, Margaret became a loyal supporter of the Friends of Black-
water.

 In 2006, Friends of Blackwater 
recognized Margaret for her book, which 
describes the beauty of the area.
 Margaret died on Dec. 21, 2007, but 
her devotion to saving the pristine beauty 
of Blackwater Canyon will live on in the 
hearts of those who knew and loved her.
 Margaret Calwell was memorialized 
recently by several persons.  Ben Calwell is 
her son.  She is also survived by another son 
Stuart.

Ella Dee Kessel Caperton was a native of 
Ripley. She was Miss West Virginia 1964 
and second runner-up to Miss America.  That 
remains the highest finish ever by a West 
Virginian in the Miss America Pageant.  Dee 
earned a music degree from West Virginia 
University and a doctorate in education 
from the University of Pittsburgh.  She then 
embarked on a career in public service.  In 
1986 she was elected to a two year term in 
the West Virginia House of Delegates.  She 
was married to Gaston Caperton and served 
as first lady of West Virginia during his first 
term as governor.  As a delegate and as First 
Lady, she focused on education, children 
and women’s issues.  Preservation of West 
Virginia’s natural beauty was also a huge 
priority for her.  After divorcing Caperton, 
Dee spent most of the last ten years of her 
life running a hotel in the south of France 
where she died of cancer in 2000. 
Glenn Harman donated in memory of former First Lady Dee Caperton. He says, “I dedi-
cated my donation to Dee because I served as a local, state and national level judge in the 
Miss America system.  I always held great admiration for Dee and shared her passion for 
West Virginia’s beauty.”   

M a r g a r e t  C a l w e l l
1916-2007

E L L A  D E E  K E S S E L  C A P E R T O N
1943-2000

d E B O R A H  l .  “ H A W K ”  M I L L E R
1961-1995

by Ben Calwell

 Our readers know well the stories of how ordinary people 
are fighting against injustice in the West Virginia mountains – to-
day.   In the coalfields, citizens are battling against dust, sludge, 
and 
destruction.  In the Highlands, generations of local farm families 
are challenging the forced siting of industrial wind turbines.  In 
our 
National Forests, outdoor recreation enthusiasts are defending 
wilderness from corporate onslaughts. 
 Our readers also know that our West Virginia past is just 
as full of courageous struggles for justice.  For example: in 1921 
at Blair Mountain in Logan County, thousands of miners fought 
for decent working conditions.  And today, union miners and 
mountaintop 
removal opponents have joined forces to protect the historic 
battleground.
 Another example – in 1892, at the head of the Blackwater 
Canyon in Tucker County, African American parents challenged 
the closing of their school – and won! thanks to the brilliant legal 
work of J. R. Clifford (1848-1933), West Virginia’s first African 
American lawyer.
 Today, Friends of Blackwater and our partners are telling 

the inspirational story of J. R. Clifford and the Blackwater Canyon African American community to 
thousands of West Virginians.
 Our reason is simple: when citizens and communities learn about and value their heritage, 
they will unite to protect that heritage.  That’s why protecting the rich and diverse human history and 
heritage of the Appalachians is just as important as preserving its rich and diverse biodiversity.
 When we hike the magnificent Blackwater Canyon trail, we stride over cut-stone archways built 
100 years ago by skilled craftsmen -- Italians, Croats, African Americans, and many more.  When we 
finish a stirring Tucker County bike ride with a steaming cup of cocoa at the Purple Fiddle in Thomas, 
the former general store resonates with hundreds of years of history.
 Today, our struggles for justice must be about more than protecting birds and bugs and plants 
and animals.  We must care for the entire fabric of life – human and non-human.  We must protect and 
preserve our natural heritage – and our human heritage.
 Helping to tell the story of the great Blackwater hero J. R. Clifford has enriched the campaign 
to save the Blackwater Canyon.  It has brought a diversity to our campaign that is humbling and 
inspirational.  And just as J.R. Clifford and his allies embodied persistence, courage, and creativity, so 
we strive to follow his example!  
 February was Black History Month, but any month is a good one to learn more about J. R. 
Clifford, at
 www.jrclifford.org 
-- and about the 
Blackwater Canyon 
campaign, at www.
saveblackwater.
org.
 

A J.R. Clifford Project Timeline

2003 – An idea is born! Friends of Blackwater 
(FOB) convenes historians and local citizens to 
discuss the ethnic history of the Blackwater Canyon 
region. Out of this meeting comes the story of 
Carrie Williams, a Tucker County African American 
schoolteacher; her attorney, John Robert “J. R.” 
Clifford, West Virginia’s first African American law-
yer; and the landmark West Virginia civil rights case 
of Williams v. Board of Education (W. Va. 1898).
2004 – Telling the Clifford story.  FOB partners 
with Mountain State Bar 
(West Virginia’s historic 
African American lawyer’s 
organization); the West 
Virginia NAACP; and the 
West Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals, to present a   re-enactment of 
the Williams case trial and appeal in Martinsburg; 
and a historical seminar at the WVU Law School.
2005 – 2006.  Meeting popular demand.  Local 
communities want the program, so the re-enact-
ment and seminar programs are put on, with com-

munity casts, at Bluefield 
State College; Courthouse, 
Parsons, West Virginia;  
Potomac State College; 
Cultural Center, Charleston; 
West Virginia University, 
The Greenbrier at White 
Sulphur Spring, and West 
Virginia State University. 
Over ten thousand people 

participate in the programs. In August of 2006, we 
present two performances at the Harpers Ferry Na-
tional Historic Park, as part of the Centennial of the 
Niagara Movement, the cornerstone of the modern 
civil rights movement.  FOB sponsors scholarships 
for West Virginia youth to attend, and we distrib-
ute 10,000 copies of a souvenir edition of Clifford’s 
Pioneer Press.  The renowned scholar, West Virgin-
ian Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr., is our 
jury foreman.
2007 – present.   
Carry it on!  We 
begin work on 
a curriculum 
package on Clif-
ford and his era for West Virginia Studies classes, 
and present it to two schoolteacher conferences.  
A standing-room audience crowd attends a stellar 
re-enactment performance at Marshall University, 
which is filmed for an instructional video.

 History and Heritage in the Canyon

 Deborah L. “Hawk” Miller was born 
on December 8, 1961.  After graduating 
from Appalachian Community College in 
Cumberland, Maryland, she worked at 
Memorial Hospital.  In 1985 she married 
Robert Miller.  They had two children Erik 
(1986) and Kara (1989).  In April 1994 
Deborah was diagnosed with cancer and 
she passed away on February 16, 1995.  
 Though her time with them was 
short, Deborah taught her children a love for 
nature, often spending hours hiking and jeep 
riding on the mountain near Dolly Sods and 
Stony River Dam.  Those lessons live on in 
them today.  Erik is 21 and is a 

pro-rock crawler and rock racer.  He remembers his 
mother’s lessons by riding trails responsibly and honors her 
memory by doing charity races to raise money for cancer.  
Kara is now 18 and attends Virginia Tech.  She is 
studying to be a veterinarian and wants to 
be a “voice for the animals”.
Jean and Ron Hawk, Deborah’s parents 
donated in her memory.  They are proud of 
the lessons Deborah taught her children and 
say, “We all as a family enjoy nature and are 
concerned about the perservation and 
conservation of our land and forests.”   

Remembering Our Fun, Fearless Females
Many probably believe that the pages of Cosmo are the ony place to 
find “Fun, Fearless Females”  but we know that we have been blessed 
with many such women.  So we dedicate this space to them in honor of 
Women’s History Month.  

Margaret Calwell growing up in 
Davis.

Margaret Calwell at an FOB function.

Ella Dee Kessel Caperton as Miss Monticola 1964 at West 
Virginia University.

Deborah Hawk Miller with her children Eric and Kara.

Above:  Eric Miller today
Left:    Kara Miller today.
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J.R. Clifford

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and 
former WV Governor Gaston
Caperton chat at the
Niagara Centennial celebration 
in Harper’s Ferry, WV

http://www.jrclifford.org
http://www.saveblackwater.org
http://www.saveblackwater.org
http://www.saveblackwater.org
http://www.saveblackwater.org
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Name

March 2008

Choose a membership level and send your name, address, and e-mail to 
  Friends of Blackwater, 501 Elizabeth Street, Charleston WV 25311
Porte Crayon Society $1000
Crown Jewel Club     $  500
Sustaining Steward  $  250
Patron___________ $  100
Family __________ $    50 

Individual________ $   35
Senior___________ $   20
Student __________ $   10
Other ___________  

YES!  I WANT TO JOIN FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER

Address

Phone

E-mail

Please update my personal information.

Please send future newsletters only via e-mail.

Please remove me from your mailing list.

I want to add my name to the Petition to Protect  
     the Blackwater Canyon Rail Trail.

My donation is in memory/honor of:
________________________________________
Please send card to:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Add me to your volunteer database.

 We are pleased to announce the winners of the 
“Squirrelly Sweepstakes” contest.  
 The winner of the “Blackwater Getaway” Package, 
which includes two nights lodging, dinner for two at 
Sirianni’s in Davis (yum, yum!), and a massage from the 
Highland Inn and Spa in Canaan Valley, was Mr. John 
Roberts of Charleston, WV.  John and his wife Betty are 
very active in their church and with their grandchildren.  We 
certainly hope they enjoy their weekend at Blackwater.
 The “Enjoy The Blackwater from Home” Pack-
age which includes a copy of The Blackwater Chronicle, a 
“Save Blackwater Canyon” t-shirt, a Limited edition 
Blackwater Poster, and other fabulous prizes, goes to Mr. 
BrianThorniley of Winfield, WV.  
 Congratulations to both of our winners!

Squirrelly Sweepstakes Winners Announced!

 FOB is not the only one celebrating their 10th anniversary this year.  This is also 
the tenth anniversary of the Harper’s Ferry Outdoor Festival (HFOF).  HFOF includes the 
Tim Gavin Down River Race in memory of Tim Gavin who was a local kayaker, friend, 
beloved son, brother and father who died in a kayaking accident on the Upper 
Blackwater in West Virginia in March of 1998. All proceeds go to support the race and 
Friends of Blackwater, Friends of the Cheat, Friends of the Shenandoah and the WV 
Rivers Coalition.
 The festival will be held  on June 14, 2008 at the Harpers Ferry KOA Campground 
with vendors, food, games and music. There will also be a silent auction from 2pm - 8pm 
if you are looking for a great deal on some gear. To get more information about this event 
please visit them on the web at harpersferryoutdoorfestival.org.

10th Annual Harper’s Ferry Outdoor Festival

C A L E N D A R
APRIL

April 4-5, 2008
Woodcock Constellations at Canaan Valley Nat’l Wildlife Refuge

April 19, 2008
Stirrings of Spring/Woodcock Roundup at Canaan Valley Nat’l Wildlife Refuge

MAY
May 2-3, 2008

CheatFest sponsored by Friends of the Cheat
May 3, 2008

Family Trail Days at Canaan Valley Resort
May 7-10, 2008

Nature Photography Workshop at Canaan Valley Resort
May 8-10, 2008

47th Annual Wildflower Pilgrimage at Blackwater Falls State Park
May 9 - May 11, 2008

Wild, Women Weekend at Canaan Valley Resort
May 31 - June 1, 2008

40th Anniversary of Golf Course atCanaan Valley Resort
JUNE

June 6, 2008
2nd Annual Boreal Bird Festival at Canaan Valley Resort

June 14, 2008
Harper’s Ferry Outdoor Festival/Tim Gavin Down River Race 

June 20-22, 2008
WV  Day - Civil War Re-enactment at Canaan Valley Resort

Cheat Canyon Report 
So far 137 Acres have been set aside for Cheat 

three-toothed land snail habitat

WWW.SAVEBLACKWATER.ORG
Our redesigned website will premieres on March 24, 

2008.  Let us know what you think.

UPDATES!

Left:  John and Betty 
Roberts, winners of the 
Squirrelly Sweepstakes 
“Blackwater Getaway” 
Package.

http://www.saveblackwater.org/join_our_network.htm
http://www.harpersferryoutdoorfestival.org
http://www.fws.gov/canaanvalley/
http://www.fws.gov/canaanvalley/
http://cheat.org/festival/
http://www.canaanresort.com/
http://www.canaanresort.com/
http://www.blackwaterfalls.com
http://www.canaanresort.com/
http://www.canaanresort.com/
http://www.canaanresort.com/
http://www.harpersferryoutdoorfestival.org
http://www.canaanresort.com/
http://www.saveblackwater.org

