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Ginny’s Team

Grand Opening of New FOB Office in Davis -on Saturday, June 20, West Virginia Day
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Mary Krueger
Tom Rodd
David Hammer
Paul Fantetti

Eric Glitzentstein (l) says, “Who has
time for hobbies?” . Then follows
up that if he had time they would
be kayaking, hiking, bird watching,
and avoiding injury while still playing
basketball.

Here’s a question to introduce Friend’s of
Blackwater’s new satellite office location: what is
the highest incorporated town in West Virginia –
and a recreation Mecca for the Mid-Atlantic
region?

Yes, it’s Davis, West Virginia!

Advisory Board
Karen Coria
Annie Dillard - Author
Kitty Dooley, Esq.
Larry Groce - Director,
Mountain Stage

FOB’s new office is in the new solar-powered Davis
Riverwalk building, on the main street of Davis, right
across from the Fire Hall and overlooking the Blackwater River. We are located between the extremely
excellent Hypno Coffee Shop, and the ultra-cool
Highland Prospects Outfitter Store.

Jason Halbert
Alan Karlin, Esq.
Patrick McGinley Professor of Law

Deborah McHenry, Esq.
Rafe Pomerance former US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of
State for Environment

Joe Riffenberger Wildlife Biologist

J. Lawrence Smith Author

Steve White, Esq.
Titles for identification purposes only.

Staff
Judy Rodd, Director
John Brown
Lori Halderman
Betsi Lusher
Brandae Mullins

On Saturday, June 20th, beginning at
9:00 AM, Riverwalk Center’s spacious parking
lot will host a Grand Opening – with a band,
Farmer’s Market, costumed endangered
species, and a giant Mother Earth puppet.
Highland Prospects will take folks on free
canoe rides on the river; summer lettuce will
be brought in by Terra Alta farmer James
Stemple. PowerinMyBackyard owner Matt
Sherald will discuss Alternative energy.
Pete Johnson, the innovative developer
of Davis Riverwalk, will explain the first photovoltaic array in Davis, installed on the roof of our new
office -- the first project of Johnson’s Davis Riverwalk green building complex. FOB will distribute
information on our campaigns to protect the Blackwater Canyon and River, and the West Virginia
Highlands.
We have big hopes for our new satellite office
– please watch for news in upcoming newsletters!
(Right now we are working on getting some
furniture and shelving and the inescapable
computer and phone systems in place.) Thank you
so much for your continued support of Friends of
Blackwater that has made this exciting new office
space possible!

Join us from 9:00 to 12:00, learn
more about our work, win fabulous
prizes and get free food!
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The Save Our Squirrel Campaign has a new and exciting litigation team working to protect Ginny the West Virginia Northern Flying squirrel and get her back on the Endangered Species list. The team met with the Department of Interior on May 11th to let
the new Obama Administration know that the delisting of the flying squirrel was based on bad policy and procedure from the Bush
Administration and that the delisting rule should be revisited and revised. Ginny’s lawyers who attended the meeting are: Eric
Glitzenstein and William Eubanks of Meyer, Glitzenstein and Crystal, and Mike Senatore, Esq. of the Center for Biological Diversity.
Mike
Senatore,
right, likes
to spend
time with
his children
Ben and
Olivia pictured with
him below.

Bill Eubanks (r) from North Carolina
likes camping, hiking and biking,
plays tennis and basketball. He
is passionate about sustainable
agriculture and can often be found
perusing farmer’s markets for fresh,
local, organic produce.

April 1st Filing of Lawsuit Notice on the Flying Squirrel!!
On April 1st, 2009, Friends of
Blackwater, the Wilderness Society, the
Center for Biological Diversity, Heartwood,
Wild South and the Southern Appalachian
Forest Coalition sent a 60-Day Notice to
United States Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS),
asking the agency to “back off” from its
decision to remove “Ginny,” the West
Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel, from the
Endangered Species List.
The 15-page notice letter was drafted
by FOB’s crack legal team at the DC law
firm of Meyer, Glitzenstein and Crystal. The
letter focuses on two aspects of the
delisting decision: the agency’s failure to
use a recovery plan, and the “junk science”
that the agency says it relied on. On the
recovery plan issue, the notice letter says:
“Assuming that the West Virginia
Northern Flying Squirrel (WVNFS) Recovery

Plan was inadequate and outdated in 2006
as the FWS now asserts, the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) compelled the agency to
revise the Plan in accordance with the best
available scientific data, before embarking
on any process of delisting. Such a
revision can only occur after “public notice
and an opportunity for public review and
comment,” and after the FWS considers any
comments from the public. Here, the FWS
did not revise the WVNFS Recovery Plan and
did not solicit public input after the agency
determined that the Plan was inadequate
in its five-year review. To the contrary, the
FWS pushed forward with the rulemaking
process to delist the WVNFS without
considering any recovery plan or any
underlying objective, measurable recovery
criteria for the species as part of its
determination that delisting was
appropriate.
“The practical effect of the FWS’s
new and dramatic position in its five-year
review and subsequent delisting decision to
label the WVNFS Recovery Plan as
inadequate, while not proposing a revised
Plan subject to public scrutiny, was that the
FWS unilaterally dispensed with the explicit
ESA requirement that the agency utilize
recovery plans to objectively and
measurably determine the legal status of
endangered and threatened species. The
dispensation of this statutory obligation,
however, clearly undermines the goals and
language of the Endangered Species Act.
As such, this is a patent violation of

section 4 of the ESA, as made clear by
federal courts that have analyzed the FWS’s
obligation to prepare recovery plans and the
specific role of these plans in the process of
determining whether listed species have recovered to the point where delisting may be
considered.”
On the “junk science” issue, the
notice letter says:
“The FWS’s delisting decision did not
incorporate appropriate methodologies or
assess the full scope of impacts and threats
to the WVNFS. As to methodology, there
are numerous problems with the methods
and statistical compilations used to
determine that populations of the WVNFS
are “persistent” within its range. Further,
in terms of scope, there are many critical
issues that both the five-year review and
the delisting decision fail to address
sufficiently. Some of these ongoing and
cumulative impacts that are inadequately
addressed by the FWS are: climate change
and global warming, private land
development, highway development, and
energy development. Although the FWS
denies that these activities will have any
impact on the WVNFS that warrants
continued protection under the ESA, there
is insufficient discussion in the final delisting
continued on page 4
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Spruce Knob/Seneca Rocks National Recreation Area (NRA)
Oil and Gas Drilling Stopped!!

I DREAM OF GINNY
To understand the amazing life of
“Ginny,” the West Virginia northern flying
squirrel, it helps to use your imagination.
Imagine that while you sleep, you
can send your dreaming spirit to the
forested rim of the Blackwater Canyon.
There, from a hole in the trunk of a tall
hickory tree, a tiny head appears. Two
furry ears twitch, and two bright eyes dart
from side to side.
This is “Ginny, Glaucomys sabrinus
fuscus, a relic of the Ice Age who lives
only in the highest mountains of the
Appalachians.
Ginny’s claws clutch the rough
bark as she circles the tree trunk,
stopping several times to cock her head
warily. There are many forest creatures
– weasels, coyotes, owls – who would
happily snap Ginny up as a good night’s
start on their foraging.
Satisified that the coast is clear,
Ginny thrusts away from the tree trunk.
She spreads her legs, and the loose folds
of skin along her sides stretch tight. Like a
child’s paper airplane, Ginny soars through
the moonlight. She steers her course, to
avoid obstructing branches, by shifting her
long tail.
Ginny ends her glide in a small
opening on the forest floor, fifty feet away
from her nest tree. For a moment she
stands perfectly still.				
What is that rustling noise?

																	
																

A mouse-like rock vole sprints from
behind a gnarled tree root and crosses
in front of Ginny -- then scurries into
the shadows. Ginny has nothing to fear
from this fellow creature of the nooks and
crannies of the forest.
Ginny presses her nose into the
leaves. She scents the faint odor of
underground fungi that live on the roots of
old-growth trees. Ginny digs rapidly into
the earth with her sharp claws, throwing
the dirt behind her in a pile. Soon she
arrives at the dark, spongy mass of the
fungus. She drags it to the surface. Then
she sits up on her back legs, holds her
earth-covered meal with her paws, and
quickly devours it with her sharp, tiny
teeth.
As soon as she has eaten, Ginny
begins her hunt again, sniffing along the
forest floor, turning up leaves with her
paws. Suddenly there is a flurry of leaves
behind her. Ginny turns, poised for flight
-- but relaxes when she sees the furry
form of another flying squirrel, bent on the
same mission of getting the day’s ration.
Soon both squirrels are busily occupied
digging and eating. Before the night is
over, as many as five or six squirrels may
be digging and eating in the clearing.
When Ginny’s stomach is full, she
stops foraging. She runs across the
ground to her home tree, and climbs up
the trunk to her nest hole.

Ginny’s nest is an old woodpecker
cavity that she has lined with leaves. A
soft “yipping” comes from the bottom of
the nest. As Ginny enters, the pink snouts
of Ginny’s four babies rise out of the
leaves, and the yipping increases. Ginny
has been nursing her babies for six weeks.
The little squirrels snuggle up to Ginny’s
belly and drink the transformed bounty
of the forest floor that flows from Ginny’s
nipples.
Soon -- after her babies are fed and
sleeping -- Ginny will re-emerge from her
nest hole and soar again into the deep
woods, as her ancestors have done for ten
thousand years in the high ridges of the
Alleghenies.
We must do more than dream that
we can protect Ginny and her species.
Ginny has no voice in the corridors of
power. We must be that voice.

April 1st Filing of Lawsuit Notice (cont’d from page 3)
rule on the individual or
cumulative impacts of
such activities on the
continued survival of the
WVNFS.”
The notice letter
concludes:
“Based on the
foregoing, it is clear that
the WVNFS delisting
decision, like the vast
majority of ESA decisions
made by the Bush
Administration, was
motivated by less than
the best available science
because of the
atmosphere created by
top Interior Department
appointees that
encouraged delisting

species. The evidence that
the delisting of the WVNFS
was politically motivated can
be gleaned from the FWS’s
result-oriented desire to
delist this species despite the
fact that the WVNFS had not
met the measurable recovery
criteria for delisting, much
less downlisting, as of 2004.
Thus, the only way for the
FWS to achieve the desired
result was to dramatically
reverse course by
abandoning the WVNFS
Recovery Plan, which the
agency never bothered to
revise through the appropriate notice and comment
process, and to subsequently
make a delisting
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determination without considering the
best scientific data available – all in
blatant disregard for the ESA. This is the
approach of an agency hell-bent on
delisting rather than an agency guided by
the ‘institutionalized caution’ with which
Congress intended the FWS to manage
listed species.”
Supporters of the West Virginia
Highlands are hoping that the new Obama
appointees at Fish and Wildlife are
committed to the rule of law! If they
are, maybe we won’t have to file suit to
protect “Ginny.” But if we have to, with
your support, we will carry this battle to
the courts – for Ginny and her mountain
home!

		

In February, 2009 the Bureau of Land Management
announced plans to sell oil and gas leases under the
protected public lands near Seneca Rocks on Brushy Run a
tributary of Seneca Creek. Seneca Rocks is part of the first
NRA establish by congress with the help of Senator Byrd in
1965. Friends of Blackwater went on the offensive,
contacting the West Virginia Congressional delegation to
raise concerns about the native trout streams, endangered
bat caves, and damage to recreational resources.
Our letter of protest of the lease sale sent to the
Bureau of Land Management on March 3rd stated, “This
proposed lease parcel (consisting of 8 tracts) is located
entirely on lands within the Spruce Knob - Seneca Rocks
area including an area that the Forest Service identified
and has officially recognized as having wilderness character
(Seneca Creek). These lands also contain populations of
and habitat for imperiled species, including the Endangered
Species Act listed Virginia big-eared bat, Indiana bat, Cheat
Mountain
salamander
and the
recently delisted West Virginia northern flying squirrel. Exploration and development
on the proposed lease would threaten significant harm to the wilderness character of
these lands, the sensitive species that reside there, and other resources. Were the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to offer this leases for sale, the agency would
violate the National Environmental Policy Act, (“NEPA”); the National Forest Management Act(“NFMA”); the Endangered Species Act, (“ESA”); the Clean Water Act,
(“CWA”); WV Code of State Rules Governing Water Quality Standards; WV Code of
State Rules Antidegradation Implementation Procedures; the National Historic
Preservation Act, (“NHPA”), and the Bureau of Land Management memorandum
dated February 13, 2009. Accordingly, BLM should withdraw these lease parcels
from sale until the agency has fully complied with the aforementioned laws.”
Joining with Friends of Blackwater and the Wilderness Society in this protest
were The Center for Biological Diversity, the Friends of Beautiful Pendleton County,
the West Virginia Wilderness Coalition, the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy,
the Friends of
the Allegheny
Front , the
Stewards of
the Potomac
Highlands,
and the Laurel Mountain
Preservation
Above: Old Rail Grade along Seneca Creek by Doug Milam
Association,
Inc. Trout
Unlimited also submitted a protest letter . On March 13, the
BLM withdrew the Spruce Knob Seneca Rocks Recreation
Area gas leases from public sale!!
Protected for now whitewater gem Seneca Creek:
Charlie Walbridge Whitewater Guide says: “The lower
section of Seneca Creek is a lively little ripsnorter and is a
pure delight when there is enough water. Its course
traverses pastoral farmlands around the northern edge of
Spruce Mountain, then heads east to the imposing majesty
of Seneca Rocks.”
Right: Paddler: Matthew Walker Photographer: Maggie Snowel Upper Seneca
Creek, WV
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2008 to 2009 has
been an exciting
year for The JR
Clifford Project.
Funding from the
Appalachian
Community Fund
and The West
Virginia Humanities Council made possible the
production of a series of lesson plans on Blackwater
Hero, J.R. Clifford’s life and times for 8th 10th 11th
and 12th grades. Retired Supreme Court Justice
Larry V Starcher and Kitty Dooley, Esq. presented
this curriculum at ten schools and four community
forums. The program will continue this summer with
a teacher training workshop presented by Gayla May
in July at the Social Studies Teachers Conference in
Bridgeport West Virginia. The teachers
Margaret Miller, Tenna Gray, Gayla May, Jayne
Shamblin, Connie Napier, Carol Greene, Kathy Jones,
Todd Statome, and Pamela Eversole wrote the
Clifford Curriculum.
Civil rights Pioneers Stamp Celebration:
J.R. Clifford was selected as one of twelve Civil
Rights Pioneers honored on a 2009 US Postal Service
Civil Rights Pioneers Commemorative Stamp sheet
issued on February 21st, 2009. We recognized this
honor with a Celebration of Clifford’s Life and Work.
The Celebration took place at the WV Cultural
Center. We partnered with the West Virginia State
Board of Education, the NAACP, the West Virginia
State Bar and the Mountain State Bar Association.
Three hundred thirty high school students from 10
schools attended and 120 adults. The Celebration
had speakers from Education and the Arts, the West
Virginia State Bar, West Virginia Legislature, State
Supreme Court, WV Division of Culture and History
and U.S. Postal Service. The Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority supplied ushers and handed out programs.
The US Postal Service developed information sheets
on Clifford for attendees and sent six employees to
handle stamp orders. Members of the West Virginia
legislature, the West Virginia Supreme Court of
Appeals and the West Virginia State Bar came to the
program and reception that followed. The JR Clifford
Stamp Event got national coverage when the story
on Clifford as a Civil Rights Pioneer Stamp Honoree
ran in USA Today.

Celebrating One Year of the JR Clifford Project!

Above: Descendants of J.R. Clifford pose with a poster size display of the 2009 Civil Rights Piioneer Stamp Series during the J.R.
Clifford Stamp Celebration held at the WV Cultural Center in Charleston in February 2009.

Above: Blackwater Hero J.R. Clifford as represented on the USPS Civil Rights Pioneers
Stamp Series

Above: Larry Starcher and Kitty Dooley with student actors who did a re-enactment during a recent
presentation at Edison Middle School in Parkersburg, WV

Above: Harry Neal, great-grandson of J. R. Clifford was
present for the Stamp Celebration.

Above: The interior of the program
developed for the J.R. Clifford Stamp
celebration. J.R. Clifford was honored by
the U.S. Postal Service as a Civil Rights
Pioneer for the 2009 Stamp Series.

The Clifford Family Gathers
Also attending were twelve Clifford
family members coming from as far
away as Massachusetts and three
officials from Prince Hall Masons of
West Virginia were in the audience in
full regalia. Clifford was a 3rd grand
master of that Order. The number of
people attending all Clifford programs,
over the past year, totals 1,645.
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Right: The Proclamation issued by the
West Virginia House of Delegates
designating February 20, 2009 as “Civil
Rights Pioneer J.R. Clifford Day”. An
original copy of the proclamation was
presented to the Clifford family members
present.
Above: Arley Johnson, as J.R. Clifford poses with Coston Davis, president
of the Charleston NAACP Chapter during the reception.

Above: Kitty Dooley and fellow members of Delta Sigma Theta pose for a picture during the
reception that followed the presentation of the stamp..
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NATURE NOTES

BY J. LAWRENCE SMITH

								

									

PENDLETON SALTPETER NEEDED FOR AMMO by J. Lawrence Smith

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER: FLAME IN THE FOREST

Seeing a Blackburnian warbler is a sight not soon forgotten, in fact, the bird is so striking
most birders never forget their first observation. The orange throat of the male seems to dance
among the boughs of an evergreen like an erratic flame. My memory of seeing it at Cranberry
Glades long ago while on a high school field trip seems only yesterday!
The name is an intriguing one and perhaps seems derived from an archaic combination of
black in contrast to the flame-like throat. Actually, the bird was named in honor of Anna Blackburne, an Eighteenth Century English naturalist, by German zoologist, Philip Muller.
The Blackburnian is a member of a mostly colorful family found only in the New World, the
warblers. They hardly warble with many of their songs merely buzzes, trills and chipping sounds.
What they lack in vocal talent is offset by their rainbow of plumages with the Blackburnian judged
among the most beautiful.
The breeding range of the Blackburnian is southern Canada where spruce occurs, the northcentral United States, New England and south along the Appalachians. The winter months are
spent in lower central America and in South America along the Andes.
In the Alleghenies, pure woods of spruce and hemlock among the higher elevations are most preferred for nesting. The highest
breeding densities for the species have been found in old growth hemlock at Swallow Falls on the Youghiogheny River in Garrett County,
Maryland by Chandler Robbins. The mantle of evergreens around Blackwater Falls and along canyon slopes offers a premium of proper
habitat.
In spruce woods where the trees are tall, bird songs overhead often seem distant and far away. The high-pitched notes of
the Blackburnian drift down from the evergreen canopy where they are often hidden by dense branches. While searching for food,
they may be seen hovering near branches catching caterpillars and bugs.
The female seems to assume most of the labor in building the nest that seems to vary greatly in appearance. One may be somewhat
bulky and loosely constructed of spruce twigs while another may be more tightly built and compact. Four eggs are laid that are bluegreen with brownish blotches.
Much concern has been expressed due to the killing of Eastern hemlock by the woolly adelgid, a fluid-sucking insect introduced from
Asia. There are many places where it has made inroads in West Virginia and, tragically, most hemlock in the Alleghenies may be dead in
a few decades. Doubtless, the disappearance of hemlock will have a negative impact on populations of some bird species.
Some years ago, I conducted a census of the birds nesting in a tract of virgin hemlock in Pendleton County where the largest trees are
over three feet in diameter. As expected, the Blackburnian was the most numerous bird on the plot. While spruce and Northern hardwoods are also present, I estimate the population may decline by twenty-five percent with the projected absence of Blackburnians when
hemlock is gone.
While the nesting population of this charming orange-throated warbler may decline greatly with the death of hemlock in the forest
cover, spruce will remain for nesting sites. Along Blackwater Canyon and elsewhere in the high Alleghenies, birders will continue to thrill
at seeing the pulsing throat of a Blackburnian warbler against a backdrop of spruce green.

WILDFLOWER PILGRIMAGE
This year, 2009, marks the 47th consecutive year for the Wildflower Pilgrimage at Blackwater Falls State
Park. The event, May 7 – 10, had 300 persons attending with keen interest in learning about the natural
heritage of the heart of the Allegheny highlands.
The first pilgrimage was held May 15-18, 1962, with 141 nature enthusiasts attending. On the itinerary were
places of special botanical interest such as Cranesville Swamp, Canaan Valley, Dolly Sods and Spruce knob.
The pilgrimage has been co-sponsored from its beginning by the West Virginia Garden Clubs, Inc and the West
Virginia Division of Natural Resources. The organizational skills of Dorothy Parker of Glen White, WV, created the
initial event in 1962 and she served as Coordinator through 1968.
During the early years, persons attending from other states were mostly from those surrounding West Virginia or
in close proximity. Attending the first year from Washington, D. C., was Percy Ricker, one of the founders of the Wild
Flower Preservation Society. Ricker had held the position of director of the society from its founding in 1925.
The second Coordinator was Catherine Knapp of Parkersburg whose dedicated leadership guided the Pilgrimage from
1968 through 1981. During her tenure, the event experienced continuing growth in attendance and nature
study opportunities for those participating. Joan Tuckwiller of Lewisburg has also held the position of
coordinator a number of years.
Among persons offering superb knowledge of Appalachian flora was Dr. Earl L. Core of West Virginia
University. He attended the first event and gave freely of his vast mental treasury of plant lore until his death in
1984.
Areas in close proximity to Blackwater Falls visited on tours are Dolly Sods, Blackwater Canyon and Canaan
Valley. Farther afield in Pendleton County are Seneca Rocks, Germany Valley, Spruce Knob and Smoke Hole. Among
features during the evenings will be speakers, a variety of programs and many exhibits.
Page 8															

CIVIL WAR FIGHT OVER WV CAVES

			

A large, yawning opening in Pendleton County’s Germany Valley offers access to an
underworld of wonder and danger. This is the spacious entrance to Schoolhouse Cave
which seems to have been named from the first site of public learning in the county nearby.
The name seems appropriate only if one found education torturous because years ago the
cave was accorded the title “the toughest in America” by spelunkers or cave explorers.
Beyond the entrance room, the floor rises and falls into an underground series of
mountains and valleys. Locations called such names as “Bottomless Pit,” “Angel’s Roost”
and “Nick of Time” reveals the treacherous nature of Schoolhouse. The cave is now closed
to spelunkers due to necessary rescues and accidents resulting in the death of cavers.
Long before spelunkers, there was a flurry of activity just inside the cave during the
early days of the Civil War. Cave earth, rich in potassium nitrate, was mined as a source of
saltpeter in making badly needed gunpowder. There is some evidence the cave was mined
as early as the Revolutionary War for making gunpowder used at Fort Hinkle.
Gunpowder is essentially a mixture of sulfur, charcoal and the nitrate-rich
residue of cave earth or “saltpeter.” The origin of nitrates was long thought to be bat guano
Above: Vats that were used in the processing of Saltpeter
or droppings, but recent studies reveal that bats are responsible for only a small
from Organ Cave in Greenbrier County, WV.
percentage. Bacteria in the soil releases the nitrogen in organic matter that in turn is
carried downward in ground water to cave openings to enrich underground earth.
In the North Fork Valley where Northern sympathy was steadfast during the war, the operation benefited the Union Army. Using a
large windlass and long chain to which a horse was hitched, a wagon loaded with dirt was pulled up the slope to the outside. The
operation was abandoned early in the war for fear it would fall into Confederate hands.
A thriving operation was carried on at Trout Cave south of Franklin throughout most of the war.
Here Southern sympathizers conducted the diggings with gunpowder going to the Confederacy. The
work was carried on mostly by older men and boys too young for military service often called “peter
monkeys.” Workers had to bridge deep pits and climb over huge rocks fallen from the ceiling to reach
the diggings far back in the cave. The task of getting the
earth outside was grueling with canvas bags used for
hauling and torches lighting the way.
The processing was rather simple with water poured
over the cave earth to “leach” the mineral contents rich in
nitrates. Following a time of boiling to drive off the liquid,
the resulting minerals were often formed into blocks.
Later, the nitrate was mixed with sulfur and charcoal to
create gunpowder. Standing at the entrance, one can look
down toward the river and see the outline of foundations
under the sod that were perhaps buildings during Civil War
days.
Getting the dirt down the mountain was hastened by a
long chute down which it was poured. The enterprise fell
easy prey to Union forces who made efforts to destroy the
works. Troops under
Above:General W. W. Averell
General W. W. Averell broke up CONGRESS INVESTIGATES WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME
the operation in the summer of
On Thursday, June 4, 2009 two subcommittees of the House
1863, but the damage was
Natural Resources Committee held a Joint Oversight Hearing on
repaired and work resumed.
“White-Nose Syndrome: What’s Killing Bats in the Northeast?”
Averell again appeared on his way to raid Salem, Virginia, in
While concerned Representatives demanded more action, Marvin
early December and was angry his warning of a few months before
Moriarty of the Fish and Wildlife Service downplayed the need for
had gone unheeded. He insisted he would stuff workers “up the
extra money. By contrast experts Dan Darling, Vermont DNR,
spout” should they be caught again. One peter monkey boldly
Merlin Tuttle of Bat Conservation International and Professor Tom
replied, “General, how in hell can you put us up the spout when you
Kunz of Boston University called the disease an environmental
have torn it down?” The vulnerable location promoted relocation to
disaster and asked for $17 million dollars to stop mass extinctions.
a rather remote site on Thorn Creek across the mountain for
To view the hearing on line go to Committee on Natural Resources,
processing the niter earth.
click on Hearings and Mark-Ups, then pick the House SubcommitToday little evidence remains that Trout and other caves were
tee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands or House
beehives of activity over a century ago. A few relics remain and
Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, Oceans and Wildlife and finally
signs of digging offer some evidence of operations. Now there is
click on the June 4th hearing. There you can open up filed
darkness where only the measured dripping of water breaks the
testimony organized by name or click on Video to see the whole
silence.
thing.
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SHEPHERDSTOWN CELEBRATES BLACKWATER

							

Draft Report on Potomac’s North Branch Available

The first benefit party held in Shepherdstown, West Virginia met with great success!
With eighty-four attendees, Friends of Blackwater was overwhelmed by the support and
enthusiasm they found in the Eastern Panhandle. The live auction was a spirited affair,
with Mary Clare Eros and Lynn Widmyer vying for a tin of scones, pushing each other
like bridesmaids going for the bouquet. Effie Kallas and Dave Hammer hosted the event
in their picturesque new home – a momentous accomplishment since they had moved in
only three weeks earlier. Live music filled the backyard as party-goers chatted with old
friends and met new like-minded neighbors. The poet-in-residence, Ethan Fisher,
reflected on the gathering:
“What a wonderful afternoon!
“In wildness is the preservation
of the world” and in mildness
the peaceful lanes of S’town
scintillate with spring—”
Thank you to all those who donated their time, effort, and support.
Left: Priscilla Rodd with boys Loki and Zion.

THE NORTH FORK WATERSHED PROJECT

Above: Mary Clare Eros

Below: Priscilla’s budding environmentalist Aurora

		
In 2007, Friends of Blackwater received a major grant from MARPAT to study water
quality in upper North Branch of the Potomac. Underground water pollution from the
Coketon /Kempton Mine Pool is shared by both the North Fork of the Blackwater and the
North Branch of the Potomac, thus our interest. The Report covers the history of the river
and its industrial development and then moves to water quality issues today illustrated with
extensive maps.
		
The Report begins: “The Potomac River, Our National River, has been used and abused
since colonial times. The North Branch of the Potomac (NBP) begins in the West Virginia
Highlands as a small trickle at a spring near the Fairfax Stone and then delineates the
Maryland/West Virginia boundary until Harpers Ferry where it then divides Maryland from
Virginia. Widening and picking up speed it flows 382 miles before ending in the Chesapeake
Bay at Point Lookout State Park, Scotland, Maryland. The upper NBP watershed covers
approximately 230 square miles, with the Stony River watershed draining 59 square miles
and each of the other subwatersheds draining around 42 square miles. The watershed is
predominantly rural.”
		
“Scars from the industrial past remain in the upper North Branch in the form of water
pollution and mine scarred lands. This report will focus on the history of the River, the health
of its waters and make suggestions for future improvements to water quality and community
health.”
		
In Section Two of the Report, Downstream Strategies was enlisted to pull together
Above: The North Branch of the Potomac as
existing coal mine, water quality, and aquatic life data for the North Branch Potomac and its
captured by Jillian Friend.
tributaries. These data were then brought into mapping software to help visualize the
problem areas in the context of current and historic land use practices in the watershed. Data
that were initially collected at a specific point in the stream were applied to larger areas to represent water quality at the reachshed
scale.
The report is a tool for understanding the acid mine drainage pollution entering the Potomac from both Maryland and West
Virginia. We would like to use it to prioritize acid mine drainage clean-up in the watershed. Citizen involvement is critical to insure
that pollution in the North Branch of the Potomac is reduced. Become involved!! Please contact us for a copy of the report and
send us your comments. E-mail outreach@saveblackwater.org, call us at 1-877-WVA-LAND or send a written request to:
Friends of Blackwater, 501 Elizabeth St. Charleston, 25311.

Work on NFWP FLOWing Along
Above: Effie Kallas

PURITY OF INTENTIONS

by J. Lawrence Smith

Many people went scurrying about beneath the dome of the capitol as I sat at the Friends of Blackwater table on Environment
Day in March. Those with laptops and attaché cases in tow were doubtless law-makers going to a committee meeting or legislative
session.
My thoughts turned to the intentions of those persons elected to represent the people. I wondered if their purpose for being here was
as pure as the marble columns encircling the rotunda. The inner forces that motivate a person are revealed through their actions.
Governor William MacCorkle, whose portrait is near the rotunda,spoke prophetic words in his inaugural address in 1893. With
increasing ownership of land by out-of-state corporations he warned, “In a few years. . . we will occupy the same position of vassalage
as Ireland does to England.”
The tragic outcome of his words was the plight of multitudes of people living on impoverished land robbed of its resources. Many
dwellers of the hills had forfeited their birthright and found their prospects for the future rather grim.
“History repeats itself” is an expression that many would take exception to, but not when considering the robbing of Appalachia
and West Virginia to benefit self-interest often based elsewhere. Every generation, it seems, experiences this recurring invasion of
rights and drain of resources.
With unity of purpose and united effort, we can break the cycle of lop-sided profit. Preservation will replace short-sighted exploitation
and a vision of the future will overcome blindness toward tomorrow.
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The North Fork Watershed project has received a FLOW (Future Leaders of
Watersheds) grant in order to develp a program to educate children and adolescents
about water quality along the North Fork of the Blackwater and to create a sense of
community and volunteerism. Projects include building a trail, boardwalk and bridge
to create a loop trail around the Thomas Lake.
Left: Janel Farron gives a lesson in water
monitoring

Above and Left: A group
of students from Tucker
County High School spends
the day monitoring water
along the North Fork of the
Blackwater.
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June 2009

11th Annual Harper’s
Ferry Outdoor Festival

Don’t forget to include the Harper’s Ferry
Outdoor Festival (HFOF) in your summer plans. The
festival will be held on June 20, 2009 at the Harpers
Ferry KOA Campground with vendors, food, games
and music. There will also be a silent auction from
2pm - 8pm if you are looking for a great deal on some
gear. To get more information about this event please
visit them on the web at harpersferryoutdoorfestival.
org.
HFOF includes the Tim Gavin Down River
Race in memory of Tim Gavin who was a local
kayaker, friend, beloved son, brother and father who
died in a kayaing accident on the Upper Blackwater
in West Virginia in March of 1998. All proceeds go to
support the race and Friends of Blackwater, Friends
of the Cheat, Friends of the Shenandoah and the WV
Rivers Coalition.
This year’s festival also coincides with a
National Park Free Weekend that will allow free
entrance to the Harper’s Ferry National Historic Park.
There are also many things going on in the area as
a prelude to the 150th Anniversary of John Brown’s
Raid on Harpers Ferry.

YES! I WANT TO JOIN
Porte Crayon Society $1000
Crown Jewel Club
$ 500
Sustaining Steward_ $ 250
Patron___________ $ 100
Family___________ $ 50

Friends of Blackwater FUNdraising Events
Friday July 10, 2009 - Canaan Valley House Party
Thursday September 24, 2009 - Potomac Boat Club Fundraiser, Washington, DC
For more information about either of these fundraising events
call 1-877-WVA-LAND (877-982-5263) email outreach@saveblackwater.org

OTHER EVENTS
Saturday July 11, 2009 - Midsummer Walk Between the Parks
Wed. July 15-Sat July 18, 2009 - WV H.O.G. Rally
Saturday July 25, 2009 - Midsummer Bird Walk
Fri. July 31 - Sat. Aug 1, 2009 - Frontier Weekend
Saturday August 8, 2009 - 6th Annual BBQ Cook-Off
Fri. Aug.14 - Sun. Aug.16, 2009 - Flight of Monarch Butterfly
Saturday August 29, 2009 - Early Migration Bird Walk
Fri. Sept 4-Mon Sept 7, 2009 - Labor Day Weekend Celebration
Fri. Sept 18-Sat. Sept 19, 2009 Astronomy Weekend

NEW WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT!
www.gogreengals.com
www.gogreenguys.com
www.visitcanaan.com
www.peacefulwind.net

FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER
Individual________
Senior___________
Student___________
Other____________

Name

$ 35
$ 20
$ 10

TAKE ACTION!

I want to add my name to the Petition to Protect

_ the Blackwater Canyon Rail Trail.

I want to add my name to the Taking the Canyon
Campaign to Congress Petition

I want to add my name to the letter to President
Obama in favor of restoring

Address

Please update my personal information.
Phone
E-mail

Please send future newsletters only via e-mail.
Add me to your volunteer database.
I have ordered T-shirts, please see information below.

Ginny Plays Outside...........but how long before those days end?
We are raising funds for our pending lawsuit to restore
federal protection to Ginny before extinction becomes a
reality. Please help us by ordering a t-shirt with one of
the logos to the right. The shirts are 100% cotton and
very cool!

Mail completed form along with a check payable
to Friends of Blackwater to:
		
Friends of Blackwater
		
501 Elizabeth St.
		
Charleston, WV 25311

Outdoor Ginny T-shirts

$12.50 each
+ 3.00 Shipping and
Handling per order

#

Kayaking Ginny
		
S - M - L- XL - 2X
Mountain Biking Ginny
		
S - M - L- XL - 2X
Rock Climbing Ginny
		
S - M - L- XL - 2X
Skiing Ginny
		
S - M - L- XL - 2X
Total # Shirts

x 12.50 =
+ Shipping & Handling
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Total
			

3.00

