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STAND UP FOR THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT!

Friends of Blackwater is partnering with the Endangered Species
Coalition to protect the Endangered Species Act (ESA) from any
congressional attempts to weaken the law. The ESA is a vital legal tool
for preserving not only rare and vulnerable species but the habitats and
landscapes they depend on. Polls consistently show that the majority
of Americans support the ESA, regardless of political affiliation. Yet,
despite that broad public support, the ESA regularly faces political
threats, and is expected to come under attack again in the upcoming
legislative session.
As a national law, the Endangered Species Act has saved iconic
American species like the bald eagle, peregrine falcon, gray wolf, and
many others from extinction. The overall effectiveness of the law is
undeniable, with 99% of the species placed on the Endangered Species
list saved. This incredible track record makes it even more disappointing
that so many of the bills proposed to “reform” the Act actually exist to
ease compliance for big business.
Within West Virginia, the ESA has been an important tool for preserving
some of our most “wild and wonderful” landscapes like Canaan Valley,
the Blackwater Canyon, and the Monongahela National Forest. If you’ve
been with Friends of Blackwater long, you know that we love West
Bald Eagle, a species saved by the ESA
Virginia wildlife, and species like the West
Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel (a.k.a Ginny)
Dear Senators Manchin and Capito,
and the Cheat Mountain Salamander maintain
their place in the state largely thanks to the
We need a strong Endangered Species Act to protect the natural
protection of the ESA.
world for today and future generations.
We have already collected over 150 letters
The ESA has protected West Virginia’s most beautiful places
from ordinary citizens who support this vital
like
Canaan Valley and Blackwater Canyon and the Monongahela
law, and sent them on to Senators Manchin
National Forest. National symbols like the bald eagle were saved
and Capito. If you want to make your voice
by this law. Republican and Democratic Presidents have used the
heard, the letter template is available on this
Act to make our country a better place.
page and on our website at https://www.
The ESA has been working as it was designed, and there is
saveblackwater.org/esacampaign2017.html
no reason to change it. Americans are counting on Congress to
hold the line and preserve the environmental protections that we
have fought so hard to achieve.
Sincerely,

U.S. Fish & W

Name: __________________________________

Address:_________________________________

________________________________________

ESA B

________________________________________

Please mail letters to Friends of Blackwater at PO Box 247,
Thomas WV 26292 and we will deliver the letters to the Senator’s
local offices. Thank you!
Page 2

November 2017

NEW RESEARCH SAYS “GINNY” LIKES OLD-GROWTH TREES
By Thomas Rodd
"Ginny,” the West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel
(Glaucomys sabrinus fuscus) is a descendant of squirrels that
were left behind in Appalachia at the end of the last Age,
more than 10,000 years ago.
Ginny’s ancestors were specialists in living in a cold climate
and as the Mid-Atlantic Highlands warmed, the big-eyed
nocturnal mammals found a niche at the tops of the Allegheny
Mountains, where other flying squirrels could not survive.
Today, less than 1,000 of Ginny’s species exist, and they
are found only in seven West Virginia counties (Tucker, Grant,
Randolph, Pendleton, Webster, and Greenbrier)-- and one in
Virginia, (Highland County).
Under the George Bush administration (and as a favor to
anti-environmental forces), about ten years ago Ginny’s
legal protection was “shrunk” to the Monongahela National
Forest. Two federal judges said this was illegal, but they were
outvoted.
However, because the “Mon” is more than one million acres,
that’s still a lot of protection, and today researchers and
foresters are working to protect Ginny’s habitat in the Forest.
Friends of Blackwater has been proud to partner with the
Mon to assist this research.
We are so grateful for all the FOB supporters whose
donations have helped provide housing and equipment for
the many graduate students and VISTA volunteers who have
filled our offices with squirrel traps and “hair snares” over the
past few years. Believe us, Ginny and her babies appreciate
it!
We have just received a new scientific publication by ace
squirrel scientists Stephanie E. Trapp, Winston P. Smith, and
Elizabeth A. Flaherty, supported by Purdue University. Their
ne w ly- publis hed
work collected and
analyzed isotopes
from hair samples
and forest floor
food samples. And
there’s some good
news!
The
research
shows what was
known before –
that “Ginny” likes
red spruce forests
a lot.
But red
spruce is declining
rapidly, mostly due
to climate change.
Now
the
new
research suggests
that older-growth
trees
of
other
Perdue grad student Camille Griffith and

Ginny, the West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel

species also can and do provide important nutrition for Ginny
and her babies.
Here’s a quote from the article in the Journal of Mammalogy:
“Regardless of forest type, mature stands typically had
structural features and composition that afforded food
resources, whereas younger stands did not. This suggests
that managers should consider stand age and structure to a
greater degree than forest type for management of habitat
outside of red spruce stands . . .” [Journal of Mammology,
DOI:10.1093/jmammal/gyx115]
We are excited that a new research team from Purdue is
gearing up for a several-year follow-up study in the Mon.
Thanks to everyone who has supported FOB’s work to save
Ginny and all of the rare creatures of the Highlands from
extinction.

Professor Elizabeth Flaherty
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TIMBER HISTORY HIKE ON AUGUST 12TH

by Kate Leary
On a beautiful summer Saturday, over
thirty attendees participated in a tour of
local history sites focused on the timber
industry, led by local historians Steven
Schimpff and David Miller. Beginning
at the Blackwater Lodge, the authors
told stories from their book Fortune
Seekers in the Promised Land: a Tale
of Exploitation and Development in the
Canaan Valley and Blackwater Region of
West Virginia, which traces this region’s
journey from primordial wilderness to
bustling industrial center.
At the lodge, participants linked Tour at Davis
hands to measure out the girth of the canyon in private ownership, the danger
old growth trees that once stood in the from logging isn’t truly in the past, as
Blackwater Canyon, and learned about Tom Rodd explained.
The final leg of the tour took place
the geologic history of the region which
below the town of Davis, once a major
gave rise to such majestic forests.
timber processing center with large
pulp mills, tanneries, and a population
several times greater than the town
we know today. Despite the threat of
storms, everyone stayed dry as they
learned about the huge scale of timber
production that once took place along
the Blackwater. A single mill in Davis
processed enough board-feet of lumber
to cover the Canaan Valley, a fact that

Tour at Lindy Point

After a quick ride out to the Lindy Point
trail, Miller and Schimpff described the
complicated business dealings that led
to the clear-cutting of many sections of
the canyon, and the network of railroads
that would have facilitated harvest and
commerce. Our tour group basked in the
beautiful views from Lindy Point, and
marvelled at the now-recovered forest
landscape. Of course, with some of the Stumptown- Davis
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got a gasp from the tour group. The tour
closed with book-signing and friendly
chatter, as the group dispersed into
Davis.
Friends of Blackwater would like
to thank Mr. Miller and Mr. Schimpff
for putting on such an engaging
presentation. Their book is available
through Amazon. We would also like
to thank the West Virginia Humanities
Council for helping to sponsor events
like these.

Log Skidder on Blackwater Canyon Rim
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FOB RECEIVES GRANT FROM THE TUCKER COUNTY
CULTURAL DISTRICT AUTHORITY
This fall, Friends of Blackwater received a $3000
grant from the Tucker County Cultural District
Authority to support historical interpretation
in the Blackwater Canyon. Specifically,
these funds will go towards installing interpretive signs at sites
located along the Blackwater
Canyon Rail Trail to help visitors envision the booming industries that once existed in
this area.
The Tucker County Cultural
District Authority’s mission
is to preserve local culture
and enhance cultural tourism as a facet of the regional economy. Along with
funding projects like ours,
TCCDA promotes local businesses, festivals, and other
recreational resources to highlight
what makes Tucker County special.
A relatively new organization, TCCDA ran
their first grant cycle in 2016, and produced
an extensive report on Tucker County’s culutural

Tipple No. 36 at Thomas

resources and tourism industry which came out just
this year (available on their website https://www.
tuckerculture.com/).
The Blackwater Canyon was once the
center of the Davis Coal and Coke
Company’s industrial empire,
as well as the route of the West
Virginia Central and Pittsburg’
Railroad. While many of the
industrial buildings have vanished since the boom days,
coke ovens, bridge abutments
and foundations still mark out
the once-thriving sites, while
restored structures like the old
engineering building and the
Buxton and Landstreet company store help to provide a fuller picture. We hope that our
interpretive materials will help
draw attention to these unique historical resources and attract heritage
tourists to Tucker County. Thanks to our donors we are on track to start putting signs in
place during the spring of 2018.

Western Maryland Shop and Roundhouse along Blackwater Canyon Railroad Grade
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BIG PLANS FOR BLACKWATER TRAILS
The Blackwater Canyon and the surrounding landscape
of the Monongahela National Forest are an amazing
outdoor recreation destination. However, there’s always
room for improvement! Friends of Blackwater is working
on a plan to enhance the trails in the Blackwater Canyon
area, getting input from the Forest Service and members
of the public.
The plan focuses on 10 miles of trails, including Canyon
Rim Trail, Limerock Trail, Fansler Trail at the Olson Fire
Tower, and a two mile section of the Blackwater Canyon
Rail Trail near the town of Thomas. The goal is to develop
the variety of recreational experiences in the area, and
bring visitors from historic downtown Thomas into the
wild Blackwater Canyon backcountry.
Some of the potential projects are purely practical,
like improving the trail surface and drainage, while
others are more creative. For instance, interpretive
signs could be used to educate the public about unique
ecological features like Big Run Bog or historic sites like
the remnants of the company towns scattered along
the Blackwater Canyon Rail Trail. Given the strong role
that tourism plays in the local economy, we see any
work to improve the recreational resources as a sensible
investment in the future.
As part of our developing our plan, we have been
meeting with interested community members and
business owners. If you have visited the Canyon and
used any of these trails, we encourage you to give
us feedback on what changes would improve your
experience. A short survey is available on our website
http://www.saveblackwater.org/trailsurvey2017.html,
and is also accessible via a link on our Facebook page.

Olson Fire Tower

Big Run Crossing
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TRAIL WORK WITH GREAT APPALACHIAN VALLEY
CONSERVATION CORPS By Zach Foster
The Great Appalachian Valley Conservation Corps (GAVCC) partnered
with Friends of the Blackwater in early August to repair badly eroded
sections of the Canyon Rim Trail near the Olsen Fire Tower.
The GAVCC is a program based out of New Market, Virginia that works
to connect young adults with meaningful conservation service work in the
region. GAVCC crews partner with public land managers on projects that
support trail construction, historical preservation, habitat improvement
and natural disaster response.
On the Canyon Rim Trail the three-person GAVCC crew transported
materials, repaired washed out sections and built 120 feet of elevated
turnpike to improve trail conditions and reduce
harmful sediment-laden runoff into sensitive
areas.
The crew worked alongside Friends of Blackwater’s
David Young and a machine operator over a 9 day
period and battled rain and tough site conditions
throughout the project. By the end of the workperiod the crew and David left behind a series
of durable trail improvements that will serve
many years of public land users.

SCIENCE TEACHERS ARE CLIMATE HEROES
By Thomas Rodd
West Virginia’s science teachers – from elementary schools to universities
– are heroes in making sure that the truth about global warming and
climate change is available for the coming generations. Friends of
Blackwater has been proud to partner with these educators in sharing
the latest research on the impacts of climate change in the Allegheny
Highlands.
FOB’s most recent employee, Kate Leary, recently joined Board Member Tom
Rodd in doing “Kitchen Klimate Science” programs at West Virginia University,
presenting to teachers and students from across the Mountain State. This
year Kate and Tom will be presenting at the West Virginia Science Teachers
Association annual meeting at Oglebay Park in Wheeling.
Climate change is a very important issue for the Blackwater Canyon and the
Allegheny Highlands. Many species that thrive in the Highlands are there only
because of the region’s distinctive, cool-weather climate. The brilliant fall foliage
of species like yellow birch and sugar maple, and their contrast with the green
needles of the red spruce, are all threatened by warming temperatures.
While too many politicians seem to think that the laws of nature can be modified
by wishful thinking, thankfully most teachers know the truth – that we have a
responsibility to our future to teach and follow the science, wherever it leads.
Thanks to the FOB supporters who make our work on climate change and the
Highlands possible.
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NEW LOCAL BUSINESSES BRING GREAT FOOD
TO THOMAS AND DAVIS
Two new businesses opened this summer in the Blackwater
Canyon area. Front Street Grocers, in Thomas, officially opened
at the end of the summer. The new business, operated by Ash
Keane, will feature local foods, craft beer, and other specialty
items. It will also feature a community kitchen space that local
residents can use to prepare food, and a dining area. The new
business is open from 10 to 5 daily.

Trailhead Coffee, located on
William Avenue in Davis, had its
grand opening August 1st. This
business takes catering to the outdoor community seriously, with gear and packable
snacks for sale and maps of local trails decorating the walls. While fair trade coffee and
tea are the signatures in the morning, the owners are also hoping to use the space for
to screen films after hours, repurposing the space as a “cinema café”.

2017 DEP WATERSHED CELEBRATION

Every year, the Department of Environmental Protection hosts an event to highlight
the work of watershed groups around West Virginia. This year’s celebration took
place in the Cheat River watershed, with fascinating tours of restoration sites lead by
Friends of the Cheat, and informative presentations by watershed groups and various
government agencies. At the end of the event, Friends of Blackwater received an award
for their watershed planning work from Martin Christ, the Watershed Improvement
Coordinator for the Northern Basin.
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CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER

The holiday season may still seem distant, but it’s never too
early to get a great gift. Friends of Blackwater’s online store has a
wide variety of options, from tote bags and t-shirts to local history
books. Kids will love a puppet of Ginny the flying squirrel or a stuffed
version of one of the area’s rare bat species. Have someone who is
difficult to shop for? A gift membership is never the wrong size or
style. Order online or through the order form below.

Holiday Order Form

Name:____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________________________________
Email:____________________________________________________________
Item

Price

Flying Squirrel Puppet

$20

Stuffed Bat Toy

$15

Cheat Mountain Salamander T-Shirt

$20

Ginny the Flying Squirrel T-Shirt

$20

Kayaking Ginny T-Shirt

$15

Biking Ginny T-Shirt

$15

Skiing Ginny T-Shirt

$15

Rock Climbing Ginny T-Shirt

$15

Fishin’ Blackwater T-Shirt

$20

Friends of Blackwater Canvas Tote Bag

$20

Membership (Sale!)

 35 for 1,
$
or $50 for 2

Size

Quantity

*All shirts are available in size S through XXL

Or order on-line at
https://www.saveblackwater.org/fobonlinestore.html
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BLACKWATER RESTORATION MOVES FORWARD

Blackwater full-time beginning in
late September, transitioning from
his former position as a researcher
with the University of Maryland. In
addition to the Mine Portal 29 design process already underway, Ian
will also be starting into the design
process for the wetland anoxic limestone drain (WALD) site. The WALD
was installed by the Department of
Environmental Protection for acid
mine drainage treatment, but is no
longer producing meaningful improvements in water quality. Friends
of Blackwater has received a grant
through the Section 319 program to
develop a design for a passive treatment system that will fulfill the original intent of the WALD and improve
water quality in the North Fork. As
we look forward to these developments and welcome our new team
member, we also wish our former
project manager David Young the
This design process will be over- best of luck in his new position with
seen by our new project manager, the Texas Department of Parks and
Ian Smith. Ian will join Friends of Wildlife.

Friends of Blackwater is taking
some crucial steps in revitalizing the
North Fork of the Blackwater River,
currently degraded by acid mine
drainage. On August 25th, contractor bids were submitted for designing an active treatment system for
Mine Portal 29, a site that contributes significantly to acid mine drainage in the North Fork. Mine Portal 29
is the lowest outlet for the Coketon/
Kempton mine pool, a 14 square mile
abandoned mine working located in
the Upper Freeport coal seam. This
huge underground pool is the leading
reason that the lower section of the
North Fork cannot currently support
healthy aquatic life, and therefore
dealing with its many discharges is a
top priority. The design process for
the treatment system at Mine Portal
29 is slated to be complete by April
of 2018.

Y
 ES! I WANT TO JOIN
FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER
CHOOSE A MEMBERSHIP LEVEL & SEND YOUR NAME,
ADDRESS, AND E-MAIL TO FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER
PO BOX 247 - THOMAS, WV 26292
____ PORTE CRAYON SOCIETY $1,000

____ FAMILY $ 50

____ CROWN JEWEL CLUB $ 500

____ INDIVIDUAL $ 35

____ SUSTAINING STEWARD $ 250

____ SENIOR $ 20

____ PATRON $ 100

____ STUDENT $ 10

NAME: ____________________________________________________
ADDRESS:__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ___________________________________________________
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NEW FOB EMPLOYEE:
IAN SMITH

I am a not so recent graduate
of the University of Otago in
Dunedin, New Zealand, receiving
an MSc in Environmental Science
in 2010. Since then I have worked
as a bench chemist in Hurricane
WV, an EHS specialist at NASA’s
Wallops Island and a freshwater
researcher at the University of
Maryland.
Despite having lived
near John Muir’s native Dunbar,
I find myself a spiritual graduate
of Gifford Pinchot’s philosophy of
conservation as well.
After what seems like an eternity
of data crunching I am excited to
find myself at FOB working in a far
more personal and intimate level
of environmental engagement.
Having spent most of my life in
Garrett County MD, I often retreated
to the woods and rivers of Tucker
County when the “cosmopolitan”
life of Oakland got too much to
handle. Now I find myself working
in these same woods and rivers,
and look forward to aiding in their
rehabilitation and protection.

IN MEMORY AND HONOR OF FRIENDS OF
BLACKWATER SUPPORTERS
EMMA SHELTON ~ 1920-2017 By FK Millar

When
Emma
Shelton left her job
in Charleston in 1942
to pursue a career
in science at the
National Institutes of
Health in Bethesda,
MD, she probably
thought that she
would never set foot
in West Virginia again!
She went on to obtain
an MA in Zoology at
George Washington
University (1946) and
a PhD in Cell Biology
F.K. Millar and Emma Shelton at
at Brown University
their cabin in Pendleton County, WV (1949).
She then
joined the National Cancer Institute as a research
biologist, and conducted path-breaking research
into the causes of cancer until her retirement in
1978. At that time she was awarded the Public
Health Service’s Superior Service Award “for
fundamental contributions to an understanding
of biological organization at both the cellular
and molecular levels". Even then, she was not
quite finished; following retirement she became
Secretary and Executive Director of the American
Society for Cellular Biology (1978-1981).
But, where does West Virginia fit into this
scenario? In 1972, Emma and three others, her
friend, Florence K (“FK”) Millar, and FK’s cousins,
Nancy and Jerry Scoutt, bought about 230 acres
on Roaring Creek in Pendleton County. They had
been seeking a vacation spot away from their
homes in Bethesda, MD. There they built a house
with a beautiful view of the creek valley and
the mountains beyond and there they enjoyed

countless weekends and vacation time for many
years. Emma loved everything about their West
Virginia place and ably rose to the challenges it
offered, clearing ditches and fighting invasive
weeds and bushes. But, she was just as passionate
about the many opportunities she found there for
pursuing her love of nature. She particularly loved
to hike and thoroughly explored the local terrain as
well as the other hills and valleys in the area. Emma
had long been an avid and accomplished birder and
could happily indulge that passion, even from the
front deck of the house! For numerous years she
made good use of the great variety of bird species
in the area when she competed in an annual bird
count held by one of her favorite organizations,
the Audubon Naturalist Society. Sadly, even back
then she began to see the decreases in species
that are now becoming more evident.
In 1996, the four owners sold part of their
undeveloped land to a local land-holder, and Emma
and FK bought the remaining acres, including the
house, from the Scoutts. From then on, Emma and
FK continued to enjoy their visits to the property
and their interactions with local friends. In 2009,
they entered into a Conservation Easement with
the Nature Conservancy, whereby they gave the
property to the Conservancy, retaining the right to
use the place as long as they desired. In 2015, they
relinquished that right; the Nature Conservancy
has since sold the property to a local person.
When Emma Shelton left Charleston, she never
dreamed that a different part of the state would
eventually mean so much to her. For more than
forty years, she derived great pleasure from
experiences in a beautiful part of West Virginia
that she probably had never heard of during her
brief earlier stay.
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GARNET RUTH
BOBLETT BYRNE
1938-2016

On July 8, Garnet went back to her
beloved place with nature. She was
a native of Richwood WV and resided
in Kent Ohio since 1974. Garnet was a
well known and respected teacher at
Stow- Munroe Falls High School . Anyone
who may have had the good fortune
to have had her in class will no doubt
remember her excellent teaching skills
and personable attitude she had with her
many students.
Her 4 ft. 9 inch frame was consumed by
love, generosity, grace and compassion.
She always had a soft spot in her huge
heart for her home town of Richwood,
WV giving donations to the food pantry
and library, as well as leaving a large
scholarship for a deserving Richwood
High student to her alma mater, Glenville
State College. She also donated to the
Kent bog preservation fund, which was a
passion of hers.
Garnet was a nature enthusiast
and an advocate for environmental
preservation and conservancy. She was
an avid birdwatcher, which she did with
great passion and joy, and she enjoyed
traveling to see and be with those who
shared this passion. Garnet Byrne was a
member of Friends of Blackwater since
2006, and submitted public comments on
trail and wind issues.

CELEBRATING SANDY FISHER, AN ORIGINAL FRIEND OF BLACKWATER

By Tom Rodd

It was twenty
years ago, in
1997, that the
public utility Allegheny Power
secretly
sold
3000+
acres
of land in the
Blackwater Canyon to a timber
company. When
the news came
out, the State
Public
Service
Commission reSandy at FOB’s Charleston office
fused to review
the sale, and a divided West Virginia Supreme
Court also refused to intervene.
Then the timber company announced plans to
keep the iconic Lindy Point on the Canyon Rim as
a personal preserve, turn the Canyon Rail-Trail
into an industrial logging road, and build private

condominiums in the Canyon.
Conservation and historic preservation groups
were outraged, but the legal system seemed impotent to stop this travesty. It was at this dramatic point that people like Sandy Fisher, who
passed away in August of this year (2017), drew
on their many years of activism and formed
Friends of Blackwater.
“We are going to have to get serious, and get
ready for a long-haul battle,” Sandy said, and
she knew what she was talking about. Thankfully, many, many people who love the Blackwater
Canyon and region have felt and feel today the
same way as Sandy.
Thanks to their work, much has been accomplished. Lindy Point is now in public ownership.
An eight-year-long campaign to protect the Canyon Rail-Trail was successful (at least for now).
Top scientists are studying “Ginny,” the rare West
Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel, whose habitat
includes the Canyon. This summer, Friends of
Blackwater has fielded teams of young trail im-

provers who are hard at work fixing hiking paths
in the Canyon. And bikers and hikers are flowing
through the Canyon’s rugged scenery.
All because Sandy Fisher -- and people like
Sandy -- would not give up the fight to protect
the magnificent Blackwater Canyon.
It would be impossible to list all of Sandy Fisher’s contributions to this effort. Sandy found an
office in Charleston for FOB at her church, Asbury
Methodist. She oversaw timbering studies and
newsletters. Sandy was Judy Rodd’s partner at
literally hundreds of meetings with governors and
legislators and agencies.
For Sandy Fisher, living a good life meant working for civic betterment. She was a strong feminist. She taught so many people that politics is a
place where everyone can find a role and work for
good. Sandy was a devoted friend and she loved
the natural world. We will miss her and we will
continue the work that she helped begin!
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CLEANING UP WITH
FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER

On September 30th, Friends of Blackwater and
volunteers conducted a clean-up along Camp 70
road in Davis. FOB is responsible for a 3 mile section
of this beautiful byway, which runs through the Little
Canaan Wildlife Management Area, and conducts
clean-ups
annually
as part of the Adopt
A Highway program.
Although there was
still plenty of trash
to pick up, repeat
volunteers
reported
that the road was
noticeably
cleaner
this year than it had
been in the past. That
encouraging progress,
combined with the
crisp fall weather, kept
spirits high during the
afternoon’s work.

FUN AT THE FOREST
FESTIVAL

Warm weather and big crowds helped make
this year’s Mountain State Forest Festival a great
success, with lots of people visiting Friends of
Blackwater’s table in the Conservation Village
to learn more about the ecology and history of
the Allegheny Highlands. Kid’s day is always
a particular highlight, and this year was no
exception, with school groups stopping by to play
with our flying squirrel puppet and stock up on
J.R. Clifford coloring books.

