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WONDERS OF BLACKWATER CANYON:  BIG RUN BOG 
NATIONAL NATURAL LANDMARK   by Steve Konya

Big Run Bog is a National Natural Landmark, designated in 1974 and located 
within the Monongahela National Forest along Forest Service Road 18 in Blackwater 
Canyon..   The 731 acre bog contains a relict Pleistocene high-altitude northern 
sphagnum-red spruce bog that is far south of its normal range. It harbors large 
numbers of rare plants and animals.

A study from 2004 by W. Mark Ford at the USDA Forest Service Timber and 
Watershed Laboratory in Parsons studied high elevation bogs in the state.  They 
identified numerous bats at the bog. Little brown bats (Myotis lucifugus) dominated 
the surveys, constituting 73.6% of all identifiable calls in recordings. “Big Run Bog, 
which contains a 2-ha beaver pond with the most structurally "open" habitat in our 
study, accounted for 71.8% of all identifiable calls, nearly all identified as little brown 
bats. Observations of note were one Indiana bat (M. sodalis), an endangered species 
that is present but locally rare, recorded at Big Run Bog.” "Ginny" the WV Northern 
Flying Squirrel, also lives in the bog.

From Steve Konya: “The image of the Pitcher Plant I took in an early October at 
Big Run Bog on the edge of the Blackwater Canyon.  The Blackwater area is by far 
one of my favorite places to photograph. Blackwater’s incredibly diverse landscape of 
bogs, waterfalls, canyons, lakes, and forests creates an environment that is constantly 
changing with every season. Blackwater Canyon is unmatched in its beauty and a 
gift to all who visit there." 

You can see more of Steve Konya II Photography at: stevekonya.com  or  
fineartamerica.com/profiles/steve-konyaii.html

FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER SIGNS AMERICAN BIRD 
CONSERVANCY’S TOGETHER FOR BIRDS PETITION   

Dear President Trump, U.S. Senators, and Representatives,
We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, represent a broad cross-section of the bird conservation 

community. We aim to build a dialogue with the new Administration and Congress to promote the conservation 
of birds and their habitats, which are of fundamental value to the American people.

More than 60 million Americans care deeply about birds, and bird-related recreation contributes more 
than $36 billion to our economy. Birds also act as the "canary in the coal mine" for our environment and 
provide valuable benefits to society, from pollination to pest control. But birds are in trouble, with 
many declining in population or facing extinction.

We endorse the following priorities to ensure that birds and their habitats continue to be effectively 
conserved for the benefit of all Americans. We ask that you please support:

1. THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT: Protect the Act that has helped recover 
our national bird, the Bald Eagle, and other species in trouble.
2. THE MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT: Safeguard the only law that exists to protect most 
American birds, and support the federal Duck Stamp, one of the nation's most successful 
conservation programs.
3. FEDERAL FUNDING FOR BIRDS: Maintain and grow essential sources of federal support for 
migratory bird conservation.
4. THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY: Ensure that the EPA can continue its vital work 
to protect people and birds from dangerous pesticides and other toxins.
5. LAND MANAGEMENT FOR BIRDS AND PEOPLE: Ensure that public lands remain public, are 
properly managed for wildlife, and that recreational access is maintained.

We also acknowledge that many other national and state initiatives are of critical importance 
to birds, and that citizens and private enterprise can play vital roles in these conservation efforts.

Let's work together for birds!

Pitcher plant in Big Run Bog by Steve Konya

Kingfisher by Julie Zickefoose
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GOOD NEWS! NAVY PULLS OUT OF WIND TURBINE 
COMPLEX THAT WOULD KILL EAGLES

In a letter dated February 24, 2017, 
the US Department of the Navy withdrew 
from an agreement to purchase electricity 
from a controversial proposed industrial 
wind turbine complex in Grant, Tucker, 
and Mineral Counties near Bayard and 
Mount Storm, West Virginia.  Evidence 
was presented by Friends of Blackwater 
that the project would kill protected 
golden eagles and other threatened 
species.  

Friends of Blackwater retained the 
Washington, DC law firm of Meyer 
Glitzenstein & Eubanks LLP to analyze 
the wind turbine proposal.  This was 
necessary because the Navy had decided 
not to do a full Environmental Impact 
Statement study – even though the 
federal government has a special duty 
to protect eagles, the iconic symbol of 
the nation.

FOB attorney William Lawton sent the 
Navy a seventeen-page letter pointing 
out a wide range of problems with the 
proposal, which would be located along 
ridgelines in scenic viewsheds and golden 

eagle wintering grounds. The letter called 
for a review of the cumulative impacts of 
hundreds of wind turbines in the region 
on wildlife and humans; something that 
permitting agencies are not currently 
evaluating.  

Many high Appalachian forested 
ridgelines are ancient migratory flyways 
for important bird species in addition 
to golden eagles, and also are feeding 
grounds for threatened species like the 
Indiana bat.  

The Navy was right to withdraw 
because the turbine proposal clearly 
did not meet legal requirements.  Right 
now, without the Navy's participation, its 
future is uncertain. 

And that's good news for the eagles!
Shrinking budgets for wildlife and 

environmental protection mean cutbacks 
in scientific and legal review, and more 
threats to the ecology and economy of 
the Allegheny Highlands.  Thanks to our 
partners: the West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy, Friends of the Allegheny 
Front, Allegheny Highlands Alliance (PA), 

Friends of Beautiful Pendleton County, 
Allegheny Front Alliance, and Stewards 
of the Potomac Highlands and to the FOB 
supporters who make our ever-more-
important protection efforts possible!  

SPRING CALENDAR
May 7  Canaan Valley Resort 

State Park : Family Trail Days – 
27th Anniversary.   Guided 8 mile 
hike through Canaan Mountain begin 
at Blackwater Falls State Park, end at 
Canaan Valley Resort. 304-866-4121

Memorial Day Weekend: Art 
Spring across Tucker County:  www.
artspringwv.com

June 2-5  Canaan Valley Birding 
Festival at Canaan Valley Resort State 
Park

June 9th and 10th, 2017  The 
Harpers Ferry Outdoor Festival 
and T im Gavin  Down River 
Race Friday and Saturday https://
harpersferryoutdoorfestival.org/

June 17, 2017 lackwater Falls 
State Park   "Wings of Wonder" - 
Birds of Prey 7:30p.m. Blackwater Falls 
Lodge, Conference Center. Contact: 
304-259-5216

April 14, 2017 Blackwater Falls 
State Park Flashlight Egg Hunt 7:00 
p.m. $2 fee per person.   Contact: 304-
259-5216

April 15, 2017  Blackwater Falls 
State Park Easter Egg Hunt at 1:30 
p.m. Children to 7th grade

April 22:  Canaan Valley Resort 
State Park Earth Day – Useful Trees 
& Edible Plants

May 4-7, 2017 Blackwater 
Falls State Park  56th annual 
WV Wildflower Pilgrimage The 
Wildflower Pilgrimage is a family event, 
with tours. Specialists will be on hand 
from West Virginia University; West 
Virginia Division of Natural Resources; 
West Virginia Garden Club, Inc.; Brooks 
Bird Club and various colleges.  Call 
Emily Fleming or Wendy Greene at 304-
558-2754 

Cheat Fest 2017 is May 5th 
and 6th, 2017.  Gates open Friday 
night from 5:30pm to 10:30pm, and 
Saturday from 11:30am to 11:30pm.  
Albright, West Virginia on Cheat River.

American Bald EAgle

Golden Eagle

NORTH FORK 
GRANT AWARD  

In March 2017, Friends of Blackwater 
was awarded a 319 Grant to design 
an active treatment for the Coketon 
Mine Portal. This project replaces a 
2016 grant to design land reclamation 
project in Finley Run Watershed. The 
Finley Run Project will continue under 
the management of the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Office of Abandoned Mine Lands and 
Reclamation.  
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BEAVER CREEK RESTORATION: IT’S TIME
by David Young

It’s time to give Beaver Creek some 
LOVE. The West Virginia highland 
watershed and tributary to the Blackwater 
River has provided a place for extractive 

industries for over a 100 years and 
follows a newly completed section of 
Corridor H. Despite these activities its 
ecological value shines like a beacon 
of promise for this area. Many groups 
including Friends of Blackwater (FOB) 
recognize its importance and are working 
toward its restoration. 

At 3000 – 4000 feet in elevation 
Beaver Creek is home to unique habitat 
supporting flora and fauna akin to the 
boreal forest of Canada.  Along its length 
through the broad valley, the stream 
character alternates between a sandy 
bottomed sinuous snake connecting 
wetlands like the significant Elder Swamp, 
to a bubbly stream bucking over cobble 
bar rapids under spruce canopy. This 
variation in stream character along 
with scenic views makes Beaver Creek 
a great boating destination. It also 
provides ideal habitat for a cold water 
fishery, says David Thorne with the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

Over the phone, Thorne said the DNR 
is enthusiastic about the West Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s efforts 
to increase the recreational potential 

of Beaver Creek; by acquiring the land 
between the highway and the river, as 
well as developing a 5 mile rail trail for 
pedestrians. Can you imagine anglers 
biking to their favorite fishing spot? Of 
course we have a long way before there 
are fish in the river again, right? Not if 
the DNR’s aggressive plan to dump lime 
stone fines has anything to do with it. 

In many ways Beaver Creek Watershed 
is similar to Canaan Valley, but with one 
important distinction, land use history. 
Stephens et al. 2015, compared the 
wetland soils of Canaan Valley and 
Beaver Creek, “all things similar- parent 
material, topography, climate, soil 
type, the difference between the Valley 
(Canaan) and Beaver Creek are the 
presence of coal mine spoil. Coal mining 
has left a patchwork of mine scared 
lands throughout the watershed. Acidic 
coal refuse laden with heavy metals 
flows from these sites into streams and 
wetlands degrading the aquatic resource. 

Basin Coordinator Martin Christ stands along Beaver Creek

Acid mine drainage (AMD) combined with 
acid rain makes Beaver Creek a liability 
to our local ecosystem. 

In recent history the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection 
and DNR have maintained the Blackwater 
fishery through the state park by 
neutralizing the pollution of Beaver Creek 
with the Blackwater lime doser. Although 
Beaver Creek is a priority to the DNR they 
have tabled their activities until Corridor 
H construction is complete. During 
construction new lime stone channels 
and sediment ponds buffered acidity 
from Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) and acid 
rain. Unfortunately, FOB’s monitoring 
results on Beaver Creek suggest that 
these positive impacts of construction 
enhancements were temporary. With 
each rain event AMD runoff and acid rain 
cause water quality to fall in the red, 
creating an unsustainable disturbance 
regime for aquatic life.

To overcome the acidic loading and 
revive the Beaver Creek fishery, the DNR 
plans to dump limestone fines at multiple 
sites throughout the watershed. During 
storm events the alkaline material will be 
dispersed throughout the stream network 
and neutralize acidity. With funding from 
the EPA’s 319 program FOB will monitor 
water chemistry at 16 sites along the 
Creek. This data will be used to inform 
the DNR’s restoration efforts. It will also 
be used to write a Watershed Based 
Plan (WBP) for Beaver Creek, ultimately 
creating a funding source for FOB 
restoration projects within this important 
segment of the Blackwater Watershed.   

Citation
Stephens, 

K y l e ,  J o h n 
S e n c i n d i v e r , 
and Jeff Skousen. 
"Characteristics 
o f  W e t l a n d 
Soils Impacted 
by Acid Mine 
D r a i n a g e . " 
(2015).
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HIGHLANDS CLIMATE UPDATE
By Tom Rodd

WINTER WILDLANDS FILM FESTIVAL 
AT WHITE GRASS RAISES $ FOR FOB
THANKS TO CHIP CHASE, AND LAURIE LITTLE AND A SHOUT 
OUT TO BILL CSUTOROS!

The winter of 2016-2017 in the Allegheny Highlands 
has been (as of this writing) exceptionally warm.  
Higher overall winter temperatures, more dramatic 
temperature fluctuations, and an earlier spring and 
later first frost -- are all part of the climate change that 
humans are causing through global warming.  

In 2014, as part of FOB's Allegheny Highlands 
Climate Change Impacts Initiative, we began collecting 
scientific information about the impacts of climate 
change on the Highlands – impacts that threaten the 
region's economy and ecology.  

At the website www.alleghenyclimate.org, the 
public can access a unique bibliography of peer-
reviewed scientific information -- from flooding 
to forest changes to endangered species.  We 
also post updated links to this information on 
a Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
alleghenyhighlandsclimatechangeimpactsinitiative. 

One of our postings includes a link to a West Virginia spring temperature chart, compiled by WVU graduate student Lori 
Petrauski and the West Virginia Climate History Project.  We are grateful that Lori and other young scientists are increasing 
our understanding of the climate challenge.

Another study that we linked to indicates that climate change is likely to be a major stressor on Highlands forests, because 
"tree species are mostly limited in their capacity to track climate warming, supporting concerns that warming will negatively 
impact the functioning of forest ecosystems."  

FOB staff recently submitted a lengthy critique of a draft timbering plan to the Monongahela National Forest, because the 
proposal did not give serious consideration to the impacts of climate change.  We are pleased to report that (to their great 
credit), the USFS has now rewritten the proposal to include a full discussion of climate change and forest resiliency, based 
on updated science.  

The climate change stakes are high for the Highlands! With your support and voice, FOB will continue this kind of informed 
advocacy and on-the-ground results.  Thanks!

Jackie Burns, Iro Rodd, Judy Rodd and many others immersed in snowy films. The crowd was completely enthralled by the wonderful films

Dinner featured an amazing spaghetti bar with homemade 
marina and alfredo sauces.eggplant parmesan and 
meatballs.  Simply delicious!
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HONORING THE PAST: A DAVIS TIMBER FAMILY FROM 
SLOVENIA  By Joe Dumire

Slovenians were among the early 
timbering families in the metropolitan 
community of Davis, including the Zadells 
and Tekavecs. The European emigrants 
were seeking employment and viewed 
Tucker County as “The Land of Promise”, 
and an opportunity for a better life.

Jerome Zadell (1886-1974) worked 
for Babcock Lumber in the mill and in the 
lumber camps, and was later a miner.  
Frances Kocjancic (1888-1975) was a 
cooks’ aid, seamstress and midwife, and 
delivered Polka king Frankie Yankovic.  
Jerome and Frances were married 
6/28/1913 at St. Veronica’s Catholic 
Church in Davis. They went on to have 
five children, including Frances who 
married young Frank Tekavec. She was 
born in a lumber camp at Dryfork.

Jerome and Frances Zadell also 
managed lumber camp boarding houses, 
including one at Camp No. 11 which was 
on the site of the current cabin No. 11 
at Blackwater Falls State Park. Often the 
lumber men would live in shanties which 
would be moved from lumber camp to 
lumber camp on the back of trains which 
also pulled the dining car. The trains were 
owned by Davis Coal & Coke Co. When 
the timber was all gone, the men went 
to work in the mines.

Frank Tekavec, Sr. came to Davis in 
1905 from Arrow, Pennsylvania. He and 

his wife had a son Frank (10/15/08-
5/15/1983) who was born in a boarding 
house by the lumber dock across the 
Blackwater River in Davis. Frank, Sr. 
helped clear the timber on the Babcock 
Farm. About 1911 the family returned 
to Europe where young Frank grew up 
in Yugoslavia. Life in Davis had been no 
better than in Slovenia.  However, young 
Frank returned to the U.S. in 1926, and 
back to Davis in 1930 where he and 
Frances Zadell (7/25/1914-9/8/2008) 
were married in 1934 at St. Veronica’s 
Catholic Church. Young Frank worked in 
the mines at Pierce, Thomas, Kempton 
and for Davis Coal & Coke Co.

Frank and Frances Tekavec were 
both very active in the community 
and belonged to many organizations 
including the Slovenian Lodge, and St. 
Veronica’s Catholic Church. During WW 
II they also freely opened their home for 
a Sunday meal to soldiers on maneuvers 
at Dolly Sods, Canaan Valley and Canaan 
Heights. Frances later received a Good 
Neighbor Award and orchid corsage for 
their generosity during the war. Also, in 
1933 she predicted that people would 
later vacation at Blackwater Falls, and 
that students would go away for higher 
educations and later return as successful 
citizens.  Blackwater Lodge was built in 
1955, and many people who grew up in 

Davis have returned as well educated, 
successful citizens.

The WV Central & Pittsburgh Railroad 
that arrived in Davis in 1884, and 
discontinued on 8/6/1942 was serviced 
by Depot No. 2.  The railroad transported 
such products as lumber, wooden boxes, 
cattle from Canaan Valley, clothes pins, 
and freight for the merchants.

Frank and Frances Tekavec had five 
children including Veronica, Francis, 
Alice, Patricia and Jeanette who was 
the only one not born at home in Davis.  
The four girls each obtained a higher 
education, and all four of the five children 
married and were all successful.

Young Frank & Frances on the day they received the Good 
Neighbor award.

Young Frank Tekavec & Frances Zadell wedding picture 
1934

Jerome Zadell & Frances Kocjancic wedding picture 6/28/1913
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Rose Hill Cemetery was established on April 1, 1910 by an initial gift to the City 
of Thomas of 2.5 acres of land from West Virginia Central & Pittsburgh Railway (later 
Western Maryland Railway), owned by Senator Henry Gassaway Davis. Burials at 
Rose Hill include those of many faiths including Catholic, Hebrew, Methodist and 
Presbyterian. Burials also include former employees of Davis Coal & Coke Co., West 
Virginia Central & Pittsburgh Railway, and the Western Maryland Railway as well as 
educators, judges, merchants, doctors, ministers, military veterans, and others. 
The Cemetery is located behind Cortland Acres at Thomas.

A permanent endowment fund for Rose Hill Cemetery has been established 
through the Tucker Community Foundation with a $2,000 initial deposit from the 
City of Thomas. Donations are being accepted for the growth of this fund, with all 
donations being tax deductible under 501C guidelines.

Once the Rose Hill Cemetery Endowment Fund has experienced sufficient growth, 
the income from the fund will be used for maintainance.

The current fee for a lot is $100 with a 2-lot minimum, or $200. The undertaker 
charges $475 to open a grave and passes this on to the City.  The City then pays 
$425 to the company who opens the grave, and deposits the remaining $50 into 
the City’s cemetery fund. This amount is far insufficient for the perpetual care of 
the cemetery, hence the need for a permanent endowment fund.

Donations may be sent to: Tucker Community Foundation
             737 William Avenue – Suite 1
     Davis, WV 26260
On the memo line of your check be sure to state:  Rose Hill Cemetery Fund

Thank you, Joe Dumire, Chairperson Rose Hill Cemetery Committee

HISTORIC ROSE HILL CEMETERY’S 
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 
ACCEPTING DONATIONS 

Rose HIll Cemetery Sign

Paul and Etta Mae Dumire gravestone

James H. Clifford Headstone

Jerome Zadell working horses in the lumber camp

HONORING THE PAST



March 2017 March 2017

Page 8

 FOREST SUPERVISOR TALKS FLOODING, RESTORATION 

From “WVU Institute of Water Security and Science Spring 2017 Symposium Past, Present, and Future Needs 
in Agriculture and Natural Resources” 2-28-17

Friends of Blackwater has been 
engaged on conservation issues in 
the Monongahela National Forest for 
twenty years – sometimes as a partner, 
sometimes as a critic, but always acting 
with a positive vision of helping to create 
an ever-better landscape.   

Here are some excerpts from a recent 
talk by Forest Supervisor Clyde Thompson 
at the WVU Institute of Water Security 
and Science Symposium that echo this 
vision.  The accompanying historic photos 
are from a Power Point that accompanied 
Thompson's talk.

It doesn’t matter if you’re Democrat 
or Republican, liberal or conservative, 
labor or management, work for a large 
corporation or a small business, water 
binds us all.  

These [timbering and flooding] 
pictures are from the early era prior to 
the presidential order from Woodrow 
Wilson establishing the Monongahela as 
a National Forest on April 28th, 1920.

It’s important to note that this is 

Blackwater Canyon logging and Western Maryland train.1913.
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not forestry.  These extraction practices 
bear as much resemblance to forestry as 
dowsing does to the science of hydrology. 
The extraction was done with little regard 
for the disturbance that was left behind.  
And of course, after the extraction, there 
was extensive flooding.

The Monongahela is the headwaters 
of 6 major water systems.  A recent GIS 
exercise identified 219 water system 
intakes from the surface water from the 
Monongahela, 139 municipal systems 
that benefit from the clean water from 
the Monongahela.  Best estimates are 
that over eight million people have a 
direct benefit from surface water from the 
watersheds of the Monongahela National 
Forest.  

On the Monongahela we have been 
actively focused on the restoration of 
our landscapes.  High elevation spruce 
restoration; placing woody material in 
streams to improve stream morphology; 
working in headwater systems; road 
relocation; road obliteration in riparian 
areas; improving oak-hickory systems; 
improving range allotments; and many 
other actions.  

We are critically aware of the need 
to perform this restoration work in a 
way that directly benefits local families 
-- by focusing the work opportunity and 
resultant jobs into local communities.  

We need to lose the focus on the 

problems and shortcomings of our 
resources and communities, and have 
in mind a vivid picture of how those 
landscapes should be.  How they should 
look, and function.  And I believe the 
more vivid that picture, the more we 
dwell on how things should be, the more 
likely it is that we will reach what we 
think about.

I don’t know all the answers of how to 
make that happen.  But I do know that the 

transition in our thinking will not come if 
we try to make it happen alone.  Reaching 
the vision depends on the people around 
us.  The more connections we make with 
the communities, families, individuals 
-- the more bonds and partnerships we 
form -- the stronger our ability to work 
toward common goals and to dwell in the 
world as it should be.  We need to work 
together to fulfill this calling.  

Clyde Thompson, Forest Supervisor, Monongahela National 
Forest
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At 103, Eleanor was probably the oldest surviving descendant of Zachquill Morgan who founded 
Morgantown. She spent most of her life in Philippi, WV, the home of her beloved husband, Dr.  Kyle 
Bush. She attended West Virginia Wesleyan College and earned a Bachelor’s degree in zoology 
from West Virginia University and then a Master’s Degree in botany from Ohio State University. Her 
explorations of Barbour County led to A Checklist of the Flora of Barbour County, West Virginia which 
was published in 2004 when Eleanor was 91. This was the result of many, many trips throughout 
Barbour County and West Virginia. 

 She was a life member of the West Virginia Native Plant Society with a membership going back 
to the founding of the society. Among her many roles she served as president (or chair) of the 

West Virginia Garden Clubs, and the West Virginia chapter of the Nature Conservancy where she was a founding member. 
She was instrumental in two major Nature Conservancy projects, Cranesville Swamp on the West Virginia/Maryland border 
and Hungry Beech, north of Charleston. In her younger years she was a frequent field companion of Charlie Baer, Bill Grafton 
and others famous West Virginia botanists. She is survived by her daughter, Caroline Esposito, a psychologist In Morgantown 
and her son Dr. Robert K. Bush of Madison, Wisconsin.

IN MEMORY AND HONOR..........

ELEANOR MOCKLER BUSH 
JULY 1, 1913 TO JANUARY 8, 2017

Ernest Ray Bible age 89, passed away June 17, 2016 at the Indigo Manor Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Daytona Beach, FL. He was born November 19, 1926 to Osee and Elizabeth 
Bible in Parsons West Virginia. He attended and graduated from Parsons High School in West Virginia. 
During WWII he proudly served his country in the U.S. Navy, stationed in the Philippines. 

Ernie spent most of his adult life living in Columbus, Ohio raising his family and working for 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation. He was a lifetime member of the Loyal Order of the Moose and 
held several positions which included Ohio State President of the Moose, State Treasurer for three 
years, and Governor of the Columbus Lodge. He was a long time member of the American Legion 
Post 3764, an active Kentucky Colonel since 1974, and was named the 2002 Volunteer of the Year of the Central Ohio Diabetes 
Association. Ernie is predeceased by his wife Marilyn, sisters Helen, Ruth, Freda, and one brother Warren. He is survived by 
three daughters by his former wife Mary Catherine Close, Cathy Gray, Las Vegas, NV, Sandy (Jack) Davies, Judy (Bob) Ewing, 
Columbus, OH, and survived by Julie (Jim) Wile, Ormond Beach, FL. There are 9 grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren, 3 
great-great-grandchildren. 2 sisters and 2 brothers. 

ERNEST RAY BIBLE
NOVEMBER 19, 1926 - JUNE 17, 2016

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
FOB IS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO ASSIST WITH THE FOLLOWING:

FOLD, DELIVER AND MAIL NEWSLETTER AND FUND APPEAL LETTERS
SEASONAL TRAIL WORK

WRITING NEWS ARTICLES / OTHER
HISTORICAL / OTHER RESEARCH

SEARCH COURT RECORDS
ARRANGE MEETINGS / EVENTS/HOUSE PARTIES

UPDATE PICTURE FILES ON COMPUTER
MARKETING / LETTER WRITING
CLEAN OFFICES/BATHROOMS

ATTEND MEETINGS/TAKE NOTES/TABLE AT EVENTS
COMMUNICATE WITH ASSISTANT DIRECTORS

WORK WITH VENDORS (E.G. MACHINE REPAIR, PRINTERS,ETC.)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES/NEEDS 
PLEASE CONTACT DAVID YOUNG AT 304-345-7663 

OR VIA EMAIL AT DAVID@SAVEBLACKWATER.ORG
Help us raise the $750 we need to place historic signage, in 
Hendrcks at the bottom of Blackwater Canyon, for the Western 
Maryland Railroad Grade
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Is this the future of Route 32 between Davis 
and Thomas?

With major exit ramps planned near the Tucker 
County landfill on Route 32 it is quite possible that this 
type of development will overwhelm the area between 
the charming historic towns of Thomas and Davis, The 
map below shows the size of the exits.   The exit at 
Moorfield exhibits the kind of growth that can happen 
quickly right off of Corridor H.  Citizens should get the 
facts and demand tours of potential exit areas before 
it is too late.

ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT CORRIDOR H

Development at the Moorefield Interchange of Corridor H has increased exponentially since completion.  
This could happen at the Davis-Thomas Interchange unless citizens get involved and demand that steps 
are taken to prevent it.

This type of development could overwhelm the area surrounding the planned Davis-Thomas interchange.
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LET'S TAKE A TRIP.......
TO THE BILLY

You have undoubtedly seen photos from the era of the 
great American roadtrip.  When families piled into the station 
wagon with the wood grain panels and took a trip on Route 
66?  An era when the "motel" sprang up along roadsides 
everywhere? A place where you could park right outside the 
door to your room?  Well, you can't get there via Route 66, 
but you can take a little trip back in time when you take a 
trip to The Billy Motel in Tucker County.  

Davis' newest "old motel"  is an eclectic blend of all the 
modern amenities in a very hip, vintage setting.  At times 
you have to remind yourself that it is 2017 and that is a 
wonderful thing.  

With a staff that is both warm and friendly, "The Billy" 
is not just a stay, it is more like a homecoming.  The rooms 
feature exactly what is needed for a comfortable stay with 
free wifi and flat screen televisions included.  They are 
luxurious and minimalist, featuring the works of local artists 
and incredible down pillows and comforters.  The bar is cozy 
and almost makes you wonder when the Dean Martin look-
a-like is going to wander in and order a martini.  

The rates are comparable to other lodging in the area 
and the atmosphere is well worth every penny.  Next time 
you travel to the West Virginia Highlands, don't just book a 
room, book an experience at The Billy Motel.  


