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An outing to Big Run in the Blackwater Canyon
Photo by Rob Stull, owner Blackwater Bikes, Davis, WV
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The American Hiking Society has chosen Friends of Blackwater to receive one of their national grants 
for trail improvement in the Upper Blackwater Canyon from Thomas to the Olson Fire Tower and to 
Hendricks.  This grant will be joined with a $15,000 grant from the Dominion Foundation to continue 
the work into next year. Please send us your suggestions for trail work in this area,  as well as, ideas for 
signage and other improvements,  to info@saveblackwater.org. Thanks for these generous donations!

FOB AWARDED GRANTS FOR TRAIL 
IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY ALONG BLACKWATER RAIL 
TRAIL

The Cheat-Potomac Ranger District of the Monongahela National Forest is 
working with Friends of Blackwater to make improvements to the Blackwater 
Canyon Rail-Trail located between Douglas and Thomas, WV.  The section of 
trail that is being upgraded is from the recently constructed bridge near the 
wastewater treatment plant south to the Douglas Road intersection.  The 
improvements consist of removing vegetation alongside the trail, reshaping 
the existing trail to improve drainage, adding gravel, and installing safety 
barriers at road intersections.  These enhancements will create a safer and 
more enjoyable experience for trail users and visitors to the area.

This project is a result of a partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and 
Friends of Blackwater, a local non-profit conservation organization.  The Friends 
of Blackwater received a grant from the National Forest Foundation to fund 
this project.  This work should be completed by June 1st.

The Forest Service and Friends of Blackwater are also working with The 
Mountain Institute to bring improvements to the Limerock Trail in Tucker County 
between Douglas and Hendricks, WV. This work will consist of removing downed 
trees, cutting back vegetation, and improving the trail drainage.  This work will be accomplished this summer.  The Cheat-Potomac 
recreation staff also hope to have a trail maintenance workshop later in the summer season for interested volunteers who want to 
get involved in similar projects on the Monongahela National Forest.  For more information please contact the Cheat-Potomac Ranger 
District at 304-257-4488. And thanks to the FOB supporters whose donations make this work possible!

RAIL TRAIL - WEST OF THOMAS GETS NEW GRAVEL SURFACE! 

We thank the US FS work crew  (L to R)  Mark Wells, Steve Ogden, Chuck 
White and John Cassidy.
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NEW FOREST SERVICE RECREATION SPECIALIST GRAY 
BUCKLES ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT LIMEROCK TRAIL!

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS DESIGN 
IMPROVEMENTS TO BLACKWATER RAIL TRAIL

After visit this trail in March, Buckles declared it a “Jewel” and 
has since returned with his chaps and chain saw to remove fallen 
trees along the trail in preparation for this summer’s volunteers. See 
photos below of Buckles and his associate Brandon at one of the 
Big Run crossings along the trail. Buckles will be leading trail work 
trainings and will work with volunteers this summer.

Carly Clevenstine, landscape architecture 
grad student, will spend the summer in Tucker 
County photographing historic locations.  
She recently toured the Blackwater Rail Trail 
with Judy Rodd to document potential sites 
for trail amenities. 

Sign marking the Lime Rock Trail. US Forest Service Staffers Brandon Olinger(l)  and  Gray Buckles (r)

Carly Clevenstine Judy and Carly visited the stone bridge at Snyder Run.



June 2016 June 2016

Page 4

TUCKER COUNTY ATTENDS COURSE ON BALANCING NATURE 
AND COMMERCE IN RURAL COMMUNITIES AND LANDSCAPES

In May 2016, a team from Tucker County 
participated in a three-day course designed 
especially for rural communities seeking to 
differentiate their communities based upon 
their natural and cultural assets. Working with 
national and regional experts on sustainable 
tourism, economic development, natural 
and cultural resources, transportation, and 
branding, the 7-person team crafted a new 
vision that focuses on the unique assets that 
make Tucker County an appealing place to 
live, work and recreate.

The Conservation Fund designed and 
delivered the program, attracting teams 
from across the country! Each of the four 
communities selected through an application 
process to participate in the program, formed 
a diverse team that included business and 
tourism representatives, elected officials, 
civic leaders, public land managers, and 
engaged citizens.

The Tucker County Team consisted of 
representatives from the US Forest Service 
Cheat and Potomac Ranger District, Friends of 
Blackwater, Woodlands Development Group, 
Tucker County Development Authority, 
Tucker County CVB, Tucker County Chamber 
of Commerce and the AFHA Americorps.

The end of the course resulted in the 
formation of an action plan designed to 
create a sense of urgency and excitement 
around Route 48 to take advantage of this 
opportunity for planning our future. Route 48 
and other incoming infrastructure projects 
“provide the unique setting to bond our 
local communities and create buy-in and 
engagement from local stakeholders for the 
planning of our county’s future,” said Tucker 
County Team Member. 

What this action plan means for the 
community future is that all residents will be 
able to actively participate in the planning 
of Tucker County’s future. The action plan 
includes steps to create an “Awareness 
Plan” to educate local stake holders, land 
and business owners of the importance of 
cooperative planning and decision making 
to balance our natural assets and economy 
for a vibrant future. 

“The US Forest Service Cheat and 
Potomac Ranger District and Tucker County 
partnership was an ideal candidate for this 
program due to the strong ties throughout 
the community and their passion for 
protecting and enhancing the area’s natural 
and cultural resources,” said Director of 

The Conservation Fund’s Conservation 
Leadership Network, Katie Allen.  “It’s our 
goal to help communities foster valuable 
partnerships, reinforce development plans 
that balance environmental and economic 
goals and provide technical assistance to 
enable places like Thomas, Davis, Parsons 
and other municipalities to become even 
more vibrant and thriving communities.”

This national course is offered annually 
at the National Conservation Training Center 
(NCTC) in Shepherdstown, WV.

Taken from a Press Release written 
by Daniel Minkel, training attendee and 
AmeriCorps VIstA Tucker County Planning 
Commission.

VOLUNTEER TRAIL WORK DATES ANNOUNCED!
 We need volunteers for trail work on the Olson Tower Trail Project on  

Saturday June 11 
Sunday July 31

Sunday August 14
Sunday September 11

If you are interested contact David Young for more information
304-345-7663 x6 or david@saveblackwater.org.

Left to right front Row Jessica Scowcroft, Anne Jones, Roxanne Tuesing,  Emily Wilson-Hauger, 2nd Row: Daniel Minkel, 
Troy Waskey, David Young



June 2016 June 2016

Page 5

POLLINATORS IN PERIL
by Ann Payne

Animals pollinate 90% of our 
plants, but many pollinators are 
vanishing. Honeybee populations 
worldwide have declined every 
year since 2006.  US bees declined 
42% in 2015-2016.  Other waning 
pollinator species include birds, 
bats, wild bees, butterflies, beetles 
and moths. Suspected culprits 
include pesticides/herbicides, 
habitat loss, nectar shortage 
(fewer flowers), erratic climate, 
parasites, and disease.

You can join other alarmed 
citizens to help these beleaguered 
animals. Plant a pollinator garden 
designed to provide food and 
habitat. Contact your local experts. 
The Monarch Alliance (http://
www.themonarchalliance.org/tma-
mission.html) in MD & WV teaches 
how to install plants to help the declining Monarch butterfly. Build or buy 
a bee house for native bees http://www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/
Young/Build-a-Bee-House.aspx Directions for bat and bird houses are 

Children create a bee house.

easily found online.
There are more easy ways to help: 

~ Avoid pesticides and herbicides.  
~ Provide flowers throughout the season. 
~ Plant clumps, not single flowers. 
~ Don’t over-manicure. An undisturbed patch with 
hollow stems, stumps, wood or stone piles, and 
even bare earth provides a sanctuary for native 
bees.
~ Plant living ground covers; heavy mulch or 
landscape cloth trap ground nesting species.
~ Water at night, when native bees are already in 
their nests.
~ Don’t waste fossil fuels linked to climate change.

An example of a bee house.

Artist Ann Payne
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In fall 2015 potter Suzanne Moore teamed up with Friends of 
Cheat, our downstream neighbor, who works to remediate the 
damages inflicted on some of the most scenic water sources in 
Northern West Virginia.  Discharges from old abandoned mine 
lands cause a concentrated discharge of iron to be released into 
the waterways which threatens aquatic habitats, and the overall 
water quality.  Suzanne takes the iron oxide that is recovered by 
the restoration team at Friends of the Cheat and adds her glaze 
recipe to create beautiful amber colored glazes.   

In 2005, Moore and her family moved to Morgantown, West 
Virginia where her love for pottery was rekindled.  Since then, she 
says she has been lucky to be exposed to numerous well known and 
very talented ceramic artists at both Fairmont State University and 
West Virginia University.  Her desire is to create a body of work that 
is not only a vehicle for conversation, but also functional enough 
to be utilized every day.  

Working primarily in porcelain, she finds herself drawn to the 
smooth white surface that provides a perfect platform for all types 
of decoration.  She hand mixes all of her glazes using raw materials, 
oxides and stains.  Much of her work incorporates underglaze 
decoration, slip inlayed in carvings and slip trailed on the surface 
of the pot.  Slip is a liquid clay that she makes from the same 
clay body used in her work.  She uses small bottles with different 
size tips to trail the slip on the surface of the piece to create more 
texture and interest.  

  Her work begins on the potter’s wheel and is then altered in 
numerous ways to change the shape and overall look of the piece.  
While she enjoys making sets for the table, she puts thought into 
each and every piece, and strives for produce one of a kind pieces 
that are unique in their surface and form characteristics.

When asked why she chooses to use the recovered iron oxide, 
Suzanne responded, "It is important for me, as an artist to utilize 
a material that is otherwise a source of pollution, and incorporate 
it in my work, thus transforming it into something that can be 
appreciated and have a positive impact in my creative process."

You can read more about Suzanne and her ceramics at http://
www.suzannemooreceramics.com.

MORGANTOWN POTTER SUZANNE MOORE BLENDS STREAM 
RESTORATION AND ART

Tumblers with AMD glaze by Suzanne Moore.

Mug with AMD glaze by Suzanne Moore Suzanne Moore
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SHHH.....LISTEN 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL ART SHOW FROM ANN PAYNE AND BETSY JAEGER

In 2013, twenty Appalachian artists created a stunning, brilliant mural, to help 
alert the public to plant and animal species suffering population declines due to climate 
change, habitat loss and other stressors. The mural was conceived and realized by Ann 
Payne and Betsy Jaeger of Morgantown, West Virginia.

The mural titled "Shhh...Listen," was first shown at a conference on climate 
change organized by Friends of Blackwater at Blackwater Falls State Park in June of 
2014.  It was also been shown at local schools, as a teaching aid.

The interactive mural consists of four 4’x3’ panels, each weighing 19 lbs.,  and is 
4’ tall x 12’ wide, when fully installed. The artwork is attached by magnets hidden within 
the panels and allows viewers to remove and restore the twenty species to their habitats.

See more at www.saveblackwater.org.

We so appreciate Ann and Betsy and all the artistswho contributed to this excellent 
project.

Above: Mural with all plants and animals in place.  Below:  Mural with all plants and animals removed.
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CHEAT FEST 
by Lori Haldeman

NEW CLIMATE CHANGE 
SUMMER STAFF

Cheat Festival 2016 was a perfect storm; paddlers from 
far and wide found juicy river levels on Cheat tributaries and 
festivarians basked on the sunlit beach in front of the mainstage. 
Our downstream neighbors Friends of Cheat hosted a truly 
spectacular event. Friends of Blackwater joined the fun by 
providing information on acid mine drainage and how we do our 
part to clean up the headwaters of the Cheat. Our efforts found a 
receptive audience considering so many of them connect with the 
communities and landscapes of Tucker County. Our congratulations 
to the Friends of Cheat for presenting a festival we can all enjoy 
and where we learn how to protect our rivers.

Our new Summer VISTA Volunteer Lauren Payne will be 
following up on our climate change conferences and working 
with David Young on trails and watershed improvement. Please 
welcome Lauren -- and thanks for the donations that help pay 
her stipend!

Hi, I’m Lauren.  I became interested in Friends of Blackwater 
after the advisor to a West Virginia University club I’m involved in 
emailed me about the opening.  Once I looked into the organization, 
I knew it would be a perfect fit.  I have always been interested in 
sustainable efforts, and the natural beauty of West Virginia has 
deepened those efforts.  Outside of FOB, I also enjoy spending 
time with my dog and my boyfriend.  When it’s football season, 
you’ll almost always catch me at a WVU game.  I am very excited 
about this summer position with FOB, but after the summer ends I 
will be beginning my law school career at West Virginia University 
College of Law.  I want to eventually practice environmental law, 
and take on the legal aspect of protecting our world.  

A VISIT TO LIMEROCK 
CEMETERY

John and Donna Bollinger with Lorena Wratchford Bennett on 
their visit to Lime Rock Cemetery.  Lorena plans to attend the 
Lime Rock reunion on August 13.  She tells us that the Wratchford 
family reumion date has been changed so that she and other family 
members can attend.

Lori Haldeman at Cheat Fest with her assistants Silas Beesley, Zealon Maier, Zuri 
Maier, and  Petra Young.

Lauren Payne
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WVDEP 319-AGO GRANT SUPPORTS WORK ON FINLEY RUN

Friends of Blackwater has received a $64,000 planning grant 
from the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protections 
for remediating water pollution in Finley Run. This high mountain 
stream, the first on the north side of Blackwater Canyon coming from 
Thomas, is covered over with old "gob piles." These spoil piles, from 
coal mining, cause Finley Run’s water to become acidic. Some of the 
water goes underground and flows north through old coal seams into 
the North Fork watershed. Some water follows south and emerges 
on the slopes of Blackwater Canyon. The mine-scarred lands thus 
pollute streams in two watersheds. Friends of Blackwater has sent 
out a Request for Qualifications to engineering firms.  Partners on 
this planning project are the West Virginia Abandoned Mine Lands 
and the Forest Service.

Inspiration for this project came from Lon Marshall.  David Young 
is FOB’s project director for this work.

NEW GATE INSTALLED AT LIME 
ROCK CEMETERY

The US Forest Service has installed a new gate at the bottom of the road to the Lime Rock Cemetery.   New interpretive signage 
will follow soon.  Be sure to join us on August 13 at the Hendricks City Park for our second Lime Rock Reunion.

Finley Run stream channel running through a coal refuse pile.



June 2016 June 2016

Page 10

REMEMBERING BLACKWATER SUPPORTERS

JACK MEINERS - PLANT 
PATHOLOGIST AND FRIEND OF 

LINDSAY ELIZABETH GARDNER

 Jack P. Meiners, 96, a plant pathologist retired from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’’s Research Center at Beltsville, 
MD died April 24, 2016, after a brief illness. 

Jack supported Friends of Blackwater for 10 years and was 
particularly interested in protection for the Cheat Canyon, 
Blackwater Canyon and Ginny the flying squirrel.

He had lived in Silver Spring, MD since 1958.Dr. Meiners 
was born and raised in Walla Walla, Washington. He received 
a bachelor’’s degree in agronomy and a doctorate in plant 
pathology from Washington State University and, before 
joining USDA, he was a Professor of Plant Pathology at the 
university. Following retirement in 1980, Dr. Meiners consulted 
on agricultural research in various locations in Africa, Asia, 
and South America. During his career, he authored some 75 
scientific papers.

 A long-time member of the Potomac Appalachian 
Trail Club and Wanderbirds Hiking Club, Dr. Meiners was a 
dedicated hiker. He maintained sections of the Appalachian 
Trail and other trails for more than 30 years. After retiring, 
he hiked more than 20,000 miles in the U.S. and in a 
number of foreign countries. Other interests included his 
dogs, gardening, cooking, and playing the harmonica.  

Lindsay Elizabeth Gardner passed away 
unexpectedly but peacefully in her sleep, on 
May 1, 2016 from complications arising from 
a long standing physical illness. 

Lindsay worked to protect Blackwater 
Canyon from the time she was a teenager.  
We are a deeply saddened to learn of her 
death and send our condolences to her 
mother Margaret.  As her obituary stated, 
Lindsay “was active in the community, 
lending her enthusiasm and skills to many 
worthy causes. Lindsay gave lots of heart 
and spirit to everything she did and will be 
grieved and remembered by those whose 
lives she touched so sweetly with a legacy 
of compassion in the community she loved.”

Lindsay was born September 21, 1984. 
She was the daughter of West Virginia 
Supreme Court Justice Margaret L. Workman 
of Charleston, WV and Edward Gardner of Bradenton, Florida.  She was a 
graduate of George Washington High School and the University of Charleston. 
In 2015, she joined Timberline Four Seasons Resort in Davis, WV, as a media 
liaison and crisis communication consultant, managing the company’s local 
and national media communications. Prior to that time, she worked as the 
public relations manager for the Charleston Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

RESEARCH ON GINNY 
THE FLYING SQUIRREL 
CONTINUES THIS 
SUMMER ON THE 
GREENBRIER RANGER 
DISTRICT. 

 Hair snares will be placed at 3 locations 
and hairs collected for DNA analysis to better 
understand Ginny's population dynamics and 
stress hormone levels.

Lindsay Gardner
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NOTES FROM DONORS

EVENTS IN THE HIGHLANDS!
Canaan Valley Birding Festival June 2-4 at Canaan 
Valley State Park http://canaanresort.com/13/event-
calendar/june-events/
Sounds of Railroading: June 3-5 Conference and 
Concert at Davis and Elkins College in Elkins WV.  http://
www.dewv.edu/sor
Harper's Ferry Outdoor Festival: June 10-11, www.
harpersferryoutdoorfestival.org
Canaan Mountain Bike Festival: June 16-19, http://
canaanmtbfestival.blogspot.com/p/sa.html
WV Days Celebration: Canaan Valley Resort June 17-
19, http://canaanresort.com/13/event-calendar/june-
events/ 

A LETTER FROM ROB RIDDLE HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO ROY JOHNSON!! 
FRIENDS OF 
BLACKWATER 
DONOR

Roy turned 96 in April. He was born in 
Fairmont West Virginia on April 16th in 1920, 
and served in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in Company 1524 at Camp Hardy, 
Mathias West Virginia.

Dear Judy,
As a teacher in Tucker County during 1971-1972-1973, the Canyon and all of its wonder 

became a place where I took kids to explore with questions such as.. what did you see?  
But "a rock" is not an answer. "An ant" doesn't fulfill the criteria.  Nor does "an oak."  Get 
into the soul of the area. Fifth, sixth and tenth graders responded.  Five are published 
writers and of that I can take no credit.  God gave them the talent.  Blackwater gave 
them the ability to see beyond what lay in front. The Indian ancestors there allowed me 
to share insights, no credit.

How quickly the boys reacted to an 
upturned leaf. Will it make them be better 
hunters - West Virginians feed families on 
game. They learned to recognize more than 
just 'seng and ramps. Some were already 
experts as they helped families pay bills with 
what they harvested.  What was exciting for 
me was to learn the girls were so educated in 
the woods.  An outing became on experience 
with some pretty fascinating stories shared 
under the canopy of the Mon Forest tree line.  

When I tried to return in the 80s and 
90s, I ran into an insult.  WestVaco, its 
divisions, friends disallowed visitors on 
private property. They attempted to run off 
a friend who had lived off the land for years 
with permission.  He resisted. The rest lost 
access.

The insult:  "Mountaineers Are Always 
Free!"  Yeah, right! Your efforts are restoring 
love to an area that needs love.

Sincerely, 
Rob Riddle

Lindy Point by Michael Kellett

Celebration of the Arts: 
July 3, Canaan Valley 
Resort http://canaanresort.
com/13/event-calendar/
july-events/
M i d - S u m m e r  W a l k 
Between the Parks: July 9 
and August 8, Canaan Valley 
Resort/Blackwater Falls State Park 
http://canaanresort.com/13/event-calendar/july-
events/
Brew Skies Festival: August 19-20, Timberline Resort 
www.brewskiesfestival.com 
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CANAAN MOUNTAIN BIKING FESTIVAL
The 8th annual Canaan Mountain Biking Festival will be held June 16-19, 

2016.  This recreational event promotes mountain biking and trail work in the 
Canaan Valley area.  Events include group rides, Super D, bike hash, ladies 
skills & lunch ride, and a VIP Blackwater Bicycle Association Fundraiser party.   
Come on out and enjoy the beauty of mountain biking at 3200+ft in one of 
the most beautiful scenic areas West Virginia has to offer.

This event hopes to raise awareness and money for the local bike club, 
Blackwater Bicycle Association (BBA), and the trails they maintain and the 
new trails they aim to build. 

For more information, contact Sue Haywood at suzehaywood@yahoo.com 
or visit http://canaanmtbfestival.blogspot.com/p/sa.html.




