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FOB JOINS CBD COMMENTS ON "WEAK" 4D RULE FOR
NORTHERN LONG-EARED BATS

The Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has
proposed Endangered Species Act (ESA)
listing for the northern long-eared bat with
qualifiers. This tiny bat is in a precipitous
decline due to the white nose syndrome
(WNS) disease. However, the 4d rule
attached to the ESA listing removes most of
the protections for the bat due to complaints
from various industry groups. The Center
for Biological Diversity (CBD) is challenging
the current 4d rule and suggesting their own.
Friends of Blackwater agrees with CBD and
their comments, simplified below.
We need a Section 4(d) rule that actually
conserves northern long-eared bats by• Including measures to help prevent
the spread of WNS. WNS is the
primary threat to northern long-eared
bats, but the proposed 4(d) rule fails
to address this threat. The FWS has
guidance for curtailing the spread of
WNS. The measures in that guidance
should be part of the 4(d) rule.
• Creating a rule that requires bat

•

•

•

surveys before any exempted activities
are carried out.
Creating a rule with buffers that
comport with the FWS’s interim
guidance for northern long-eared bats
and the best available science for the
species. The FWS’s guidance and the
science indicate the need for: 5 mile
buffers around hibernacula and 1.5
mile buffers for maternity roost trees.
Creating a rule that is narrower, not
broader, than the interim final 4(d)
rule. The rule should not exempt
other industrial activities such as
wind facilities, fracking, oil and gas
drilling, and the like. The rule should
not exempt conversion of forests to
pine plantations or expanded to apply
to other forms of forest management.
Creating a rule that has reporting
requirements to ensure the
conservation of northern long-eared
bats.
Northern Long-Eared Bat

EPA TO INVESTIGATE MONARCH BUTTERFLY DECLINE AND
HERBICIDES
Friends of Blackwater began its West
Virginia Monarch protection program in
March, working with US Fish & Wildlife and
Monarch Watch. Now the EPA joins the effort
to protect the Monarch.
The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is concerned about the dwindling
population of monarch butterflies and
intends to identify efforts that will protect
the monarch butterfly by conserving the
milkweed plant, the plant upon which
monarch butterfly larvae depend. EPA’s Office
of Pesticide Program outlines an approach for
taking action to protect monarch butterflies.
They will get input from a diverse group
of stakeholders to identify and integrate
information with respect to influences on
the population dynamics of the monarch
butterfly and the milkweed plant; and, get
cooperation and collaboration from these
diverse stakeholders to identify activities
that will balance weed management needs
across varied landscapes with conservation
of the milkweed plant.
Background
Over the past decade, threats to
pollinators, including honeybees, bats, and
butterflies, have become an important issue.
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Pollinators play a key role in agriculture
and food production, and thus the issue
of declining pollinator health has been the
focus of much research and work. Over
the past several years, the EPA has been
working with a wide range of partners to
develop measures to protect pollinators from
the potential effects of pesticides. As EPA
continues its pollinator protection efforts, it
is expanding its pesticide risk management
efforts to include steps to protect monarch
butterflies.
The agency is soliciting public comment
on which potential action or a combination
of actions discussed above would be the
most effective in reducing the impacts of
herbicides on the monarch butterfly. The
agency is also requesting that any additional
measures not discussed here be identified.
Dates: Comments must be received
on or before July 24, 2015
Submit your comments, identified by
docket identification (ID) number EPA-HQOPP-2015-0389, by one of the following
methods:
Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments. Do

Milkweed Flower

not submit electronically any information
you consider to be Confidential Business
Information (CBI) or other information
whose disclosure is restricted by statute.
M ai l : OPP Do c ket , E nv i r o n men t al
Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/DC),
(28221T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW.,
Washington, DC 20460-0001.
Additional instructions on commenting
or visiting the docket, along with more
information about dockets generally, is
available at http://www.epa.gov/dockets.
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WEST VIRGINIA DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
TARGETS NORTH FORK
The West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to
move forward on projects to improve water
quality on the North Fork of the Blackwater
River in Tucker County, WV.
The DEP has been testing a limestone
“doser” below the Town of Thomas, to
mitigate the acid mine drainage (AMD)
impacting the river. In the doser, small
amounts of limestone are mixed with fresh
water to create a slurry which is slowly fed
into the river. The alkaline limestone raises
the water’s pH (a measure of acidity), and
causes iron in the water to precipitate or
“drop out.” Because there are four sources
of acidic water from Coketon to Douglas, the
DEP wanted to measure whether limestone
added above the four sources would raise
the pH to an acceptable level down past the
last (and worst) source -- Long Run at the
old Town of Douglas.
The test showed that it would take a very
large (and costly) amount of limestone to get
the job done. So, for now, the DEP is trying
to limit the amount of water getting into the
underground “Coketon mine pool”, to reduce
the flow of acidic water into the river.
The fourteen-square-mile Coketon mine
pool was created 125 years ago by the Davis
Coal and Coke Company. The collapsed mine

tunnels are now filled with groundwater that
becomes acidic when the water contacts
the mineral pyrite (associated with the
coal) and oxygen. This is the source of the
acid mine drainage pollution coming into
the North Fork. Later strip mining on top
of the deep mining opened up the surface
to allow more rainwater to reach the old
tunnels, and create more AMD. Surface mine
reclamation can reduce this infiltration, but
water treatment is still needed.
Friends of Blackwater is working with
the DEP’s Abandoned Mine Lands program
and the Forest Service to partner on AMD WVDEP setting up test doser on the North Fork.
solutions along the rail trail on the North
Fork. FOB is exploring smaller projects,
such as limestone treatment beds in the
watershed, to reduce the cost of dosersupplied limestone. We are excited to
announce that we have received two grants
to assist in water treatment on the North
Fork: one from the Dominion Foundation,
and one from the West Virginia Non-Point
Source Program!!
F O B is ve r y m uc h a pla c e -ba s e d
organization, and our attention to the North
Fork of the Blackwater is essential to our
work. Thanks for your support for this work.
WVDEP's Tiff Hilton, Martin Christ, James Connelly,
Sheila Vulkovich on Long Run of North Fork

SHOCKING BILL ALLOWING PIPELINE CORRIDORS IN
NATIONAL PARKS PASSES U.S. HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 6/11/15
Friends of Blackwater is deeply concerned about House Bill 2295, authorizing
new “pipeline corridors” which just passed the House Natural Resources Committee
and was unfortunately supported by WV Representative Alex Mooney (R). HR
2295 would direct the Secretary of the Interior to establish natural gas pipeline
corridors on Federal land, with a mandate that they establish 10 such corridors in
Eastern states within two years. Establishment of the corridors would be exempt
from the National Environmental Policy Act, and there would be limited public
input into their development. Pipeline permitting within the corridors would be
expedited – the bill appears to require approval within one year of application.
The bill would also make it much easier to put pipelines through National Parks
and Park units like the Appalachian Trail, and the Blue Ridge Parkway, and National
Forests!
Sally Hardin of the Western Values Project, commenting on the proposed
legislation, said that pipelines through National Parks “could not only tarnish the
landscape -- they could put Western economies at risk. If National Parks are
America’s best idea, then fast-track approval of pipelines through them is one of
Congress’ worst,” she continued.
Friends of Blackwater is actively monitoring and commenting on the potential
impacts of proposed pipelines on our public lands, and especially in the millionacre Monongahela National Forest, and we will keep you abreast of breaking
developments. (See ACP comment period on page 4)
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MON NATIONAL FOREST OPENS 2ND COMMENT PERIOD ON
DOMINION PIPELINE FOR ALT ROUTE #5 SURVEY. DUE 7/20.
The Forest Supervisor announced another comment period on
Dominion’s Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project (ACP). The new proposed
survey route goes south of the current route following Route 219
from Huttonsville turning east below Snowshoe and the Cass Scenic
Railroad. It is Alternative 5 on the ACP Map.
This new alternative route appears to have less of an impact on
public lands because it covers only 4.8 miles of the Monongahela
National Forest whereas the original route covered 22 miles. It also
avoids the red spruce northern hardwood ecosystem threatened
by the original route. However it could impact the headwaters of
the Elk River with its unique aquatic resources. Detailed surveys
of wildlife, waterways, scenic areas, recreational resources, rare
plants, cultural resources, soils, and caves are necessary with special
attention to surveys for the West Virginia northern flying squirrel,
Cheat Mt. salamander, the Indiana, Virginia big-eared, and northern
long-eared bats, rare mussels, migratory birds and eagles.
For more info and to comment go on our website www.
saveblackwater.org or send a comments directly comments-easternmonongahela-marlinton@fs.fed.us. DEADLINE: July 20
Black line is new route to be surveyed (Alt. 5). Red line is original path.

HISTORIC RECORDS TELL OF CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS
“Lost Hollow greeted us with whippoorwills
– soft calling, insistent and gentle – in the
night. The oak trees are in flower now,
yellowish white leaves and blossoms
bursting from the trees.” – May 11th, 1973,
Journal from Lost Hollow, Hardy County,
West Virginia
This poetic quote from a West Virginia
family journal is actually an important piece
of scientific data! Why? Because it tells us
when a certain tree species bloomed, more
than forty years ago – and that kind of
information is crucial to understanding the
process of climate change in the Allegheny
Highlands.
Lori Petrauski, a West Virginia university
graduate student, is collecting this kind
of historic "phenology" climate data from
notes, journals, and other archival sources
-- for a Climate History project of the West
Virginia Natural History Museum, which is

USFS Sign for Olson Fire Tower
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housed at Percival Hall in Morgantown.
“Phenology” is the study of ecological
cycles as expressed in the calendar – the
timing and seasonality of natural events,
such as flowering, leaf-out, migration, insect
emergence, and breeding. Phenology lends
itself well to “citizen science” due to its
approachability, and it is often used as an
educational tool to inform the public about
climate change, natural history, and local
plant and animal species.
The idea for such a project was first
proposed by Dr. Geroge Constantz at
last year's Blackwater Falls Conference
on "Climate Change and the Highlands,"
organized by Friends of Blackwater. Thanks,
George, and thanks to all the FOB supporters
who made that Conference possible!
But wait, there's more!
Lori Petrauski will be speaking on her
work at the upcoming October 16-18,

Lori Petrauski

2015 "Climate Change and the Highlands"
Conference, again at Blackwater Falls State
Park. Early registration for the Conference
(at a discount rate!) is now open at www.
alleghenyclimate.org. Save your place now!
We hope you can join us and others who
are concerned about the impacts of climate
change, and who want to help be part of the
solution!

CANYON RIM TRAIL: REPORT ON WORK
PERFORMED BY WVSTA By Greg Edwards

From May 15th through May 17th volunteers from the WVSTA (Allegheny Trail) did trail
work on the Canyon Rim Trail in the Monongahela National Forest from the Olson Tower
Area to the eastern terminus consisting of blazing, brushing and small blow-down removal.
Rhododendron encroachment was terrible at the eastern end of the trail and not much
progress was made, the cutting was tedious and went very slowly. Fortunately the trail
tread is solid and good blazing was done making walking through the entire trail do-able
although hikers will be in contact with the Rhododendron for parts of the eastern end.
Anybody from the area able to put a work party together is welcome to contact me
at greg@stratuswave.net
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FIGHTING FIRES AND THE MONONGAHELA NATIONAL FOREST
FOB volunteer Roy Teter shared
the story of his grandfather's work to
stop forest fires on the Monongahela
National Forest in the 1930's. Roy was
raised by his granfather at Gladwin on
the Dry Fork. Granfather Clif also shot
a bear on Canaan Loop Road and slid
it down the mountain to the railroad
on the Dry Fork and took it home on
the train.

Volunteer Roy Teter has been instrumental in FOB's
efforts to preserve the history of the Blackwater
Canyon and surrounding areas.

Clifton Teter relaxes on his vehicle with his dog.

Clif Teter and the others building the Lookout Fire Tower lived in this tent. As the story
goes, when the Fire Tower was completed the men moved into it to spend the night. The
very first night in the fire tower there was a large thunderstorm and this tent was destroyed
when it was struck by lightening.

Above: Clif Teter in his Forest WArden's
Uniform.
Right: Clif Teter's Fire Warden's badge.

Fire Tower at beginning of Canaan Loop Road. Though the firetower is now gone,
the rock remains near FS13 gate.
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TUCKER COUNTY HAPPENINGS!

On 4/30/15 FOB partnered with Canaan Valley Institute for a Davis Clean Up. Over 40 volunteers and 70+ bags of garbage collected, made this event a major success. Thanks to all
those that came out and helped.

Raised beds for Milkweed Gardens. Tommy Atkins, Roy Teter, Braeden Harpool & Amanda Claudio.

Monica Zabroski (VISTA Volunteer) & Braeden Harpool at
CheatFest 2015
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Monica at ArtSpring 2015.

Cory Chase & Phil planting milkweed seedlings

FOB Staffer Brandae Mullins
presented on Blackwater History
and Climate Change to the WV
Floodplain Managers' Assoc.
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MONARCH BUTTERFLIES & WATER WORK

Students at Davis-Thomas Elementary School partnered with FOB to plant a Milkweed Garden at the school.

Rob Rice, WVDEP Abandoned Mine Lands Director, talks about AMD problems on the North Fork of the
Blackwater with Bob Orndorff (Dominion Resources), Martin Christ (WVDEP) and Judy Rodd (FOB).

Owen Mulkeen of Friends of Cheat and Paul Baker of Save the Tygart
give advice on water monitoring and remediation.

Dominion Grant Award for FOB's North Fork Watershed Work. Bob Orndorff(Dominion), Martin
Christ(WVDEP), Johnathan Knight(WVDEP, Donna Cooke(FOB), Judy Rodd(FOB), Toy Waskey(USFS)
and Brian Sheppard(Dominion)

FOB received an award for Honoring History & Heritage at WVCA's
annual Watershed Celebration Day.
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FOB FLYING SQUIRREL RESEARCH EXPANDS
“HAIR SNARE” TECHNIQUES ADOPTED BY THE MON
We are excited to announce that the Greenbrier
Ranger District of the Monongahela National Forest
has joined us in putting up 100 “hair snares” to collect
northern flying squirrel hairs along the West Fork of
the Greenbrier River, north of the towns of Durbin and
Frank. Hairs will be sent to Professor Flaherty at Purdue
University for identification and diet study, and then on
to the Forest Service lab in Montana for DNA analysis.
Vista volunteers and Forest Service technicians from
Elkins and the Greenbrier Ranger District recently came
to Davis to be trained by Braeden Harpool, our field
biologist.
Braeden took participants into the field to
demonstrate trap hanging and bi-weekly monitoring.
The group also prepared 100 traps, fitting them with
brushes around the door to catch hairs. Braeden also
instructed on how to make, store and hang bait from
the wire roof of the trap. Traps are wrapped with plastic
on three sides, to keep out rain. It was a marathon
Judy Rodd, Kristin Stockton, Braeden Harpool, Kaitlyn Stoltzfus , Todd Kuntz and Anna Branduzzi
session! Thanks to Anna, Todd, Paige, Kristin, and
Kaitlyn for your hard work!!
New techniques for collecting hairs have been added to our Blackwater traps, which include dowels covered with tape to capture
more hairs, as the squirrels make their way toward a bait ball of molasses and peanut butter. Besides working with the Greenbrier
Ranger District, we will be getting support from the Fernow Experimental Forest. Their director will be going out in the field with us
and they are helping to pay some of the lab fees for hair analysis. The analysis will help us understand Ginny’s diet so managers can
protect her food sources and DNA work will give us population numbers.
This is cutting-edge research, and your support of Friends of Blackwater is making it possible. Thanks!

FOB’S NEW BOOK ON J.R. CLIFFORD AND WEST VIRGINIA’S
CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY WILL BE IN EVERY WEST VIRGINIA
STUDIES EIGHTH GRADE CLASSROOM THIS FALL!
The West Virginia Book Company of Charleston has just published Tom Rodd’s new book
on “J.R. Clifford and the Carrie Williams Case,” with an additional story on the creation
of West Virginia in the midst of the Civil War titled “A New Home for Liberty.”
The new book will bring Tom’s famous dramas on these two stories to West Virginia
Studies teachers across the state. We will celebrate the book, and have book signings at
the WV Legislature with Senator Cory Palumbo and at Taylor Books in downtown Charleston
on September 14th. E-mail us if you are interested in getting a copy for $10.00 (proceeds
to go back into the project).
A recent grant from the West Virginia Humanities Council will allow us to distribute
the books to schools at no cost, to feature the book at lectures in Charleston and Charles
Town, and to hold a special event on October 30 at the West Virginia University Law School
-- celebrating the life of Carrie Williams.
Carrie Williams was an African American school teacher who taught in the Town
of Coketon, at the head of the Blackwater Canyon. She and her lawyer J.R. Clifford
challenged limited schooling for black children in Tucker County, and won in front of the
West Virginia Supreme Court in 1898, setting a national precedent!! Her descendants
will attend the October celebration and receive a citation in her honor.
Thanks for your support of FOB’s work to tell the story of the Blackwater heroes
Carrie Williams and J.R. Clifford!

Page 8

July 2015

FOB STAFFER BRIAN BELLEW REPORTS ON ALLEGHENY
CLIMATE CHANGE OUTREACH
Communication is key to protecting the
Allegheny Highlands from climate change
impacts!
Yes, whether it be in a committed
relationship or engaging with a neighbor,
good communication is everything. That’s
what I learned from listening to Al Gore
speak to citizen activists on climate change
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa as part of the Climate
Reality Project; and from being surrounded
by academics in St. Louis, Missouri at the
National Adaptation Forum. And now I’m
better prepared to communicate about
climate impacts and solutions here in the
Highlands.
Gore’s Climate Reality Project training
was attended by 250 people from across
the country. They shared 400 PowerPoint
slides, and gave us two “limits” to follow:
(1) people have a “time bank” and can only
allow so many minutes out of their day to
talk about climate change (2) people have
a “hope bank” and can only hear about so
many devastating impacts before realistic
solutions must be discussed.
The National Adaptation Forum, with
close to 1000 people attending, was about
building climate change economic and
cultural resilience in our communities.
“Climate resilience is not about bouncing
back – instead it is about bouncing forward
to eradicate inequities and unsustainable
resource use at the heart of the climate

Brian presents information about Climate Change and the Allegheny Highlands to a group in May 2015.

crisis,” said one of the Forum speakers.
I’ve been putting these climate
communication skills to use in the Allegheny
Highlands through Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, and soon
Maryland to a variety of audiences. Students
groups from East Tennessee State University,
Shepherd University, and West Virginia
University have been open to my talks,
as have civic groups throughout Virginia,
Including the Climate Action Alliance of the
Valley and Wild Virginia. I also attended
the public hearing, when the WV Board of
Education tried to change national science

standards speaking about the need for
factual science in the classroom. These stops
have been part of a larger effort that has
seen me to 26 different presentations and
over 1800 people.
As we prepare for Friends of Blackwater’s
October 16-18 Conference at Blackwater
Falls on Climate Change and the Highlands,
the communications strategies learned at
these events will help us do a good job.
Early registration at a discount rate is open
at www.alleghenyclimate.org Sign up now!

WATER WORKSHOP IN CHARLESTON ON SATURDAY, 8/1
Here’s a great way to improve your water
and hydrology science IQ -- at no cost!
Friends of Blackwater’s Allegheny
Highlands Climate Change Impacts Initiative
is hosting a free workshop on hydrology,
water quality, and climate change on
Saturday, August 1 in Charleston at Asbury
Methodist Church, 501 Elizabeth Street.
To register for the event, contact Brandae
Mullins at brandae@alleghenyclimate.org, or
304-881-9016; or Brian Bellew at brian@
alleghenyclimate.org, 304-345-7663.
In the morning session, lasting from 8:30
AM to 11:30 AM, experts from West Virginia
University will make presentations suitable
for a general audience. An afternoon
session from 12:30 to 3:30 is geared for
schoolteachers who are developing water
science curricula. The cost of the program is
being underwritten by a grant from the West
Virginia American Water Company.

Two of the morning program speakers
are Brandi Gaertner and Karen Busby. Ms.
Gaertner is a doctoral fellow conducting
research on the effect of climate change on
Mid-Atlantic surface water resources. Her
research primarily focuses on evaluating the
historical and future climate and hydrologic
trends in the Central Appalachian region.
Dr. Busby received her B.S. degree in
biology from Antioch College in Ohio, and
her Ph.D in ecology from CUNY College
of Environmental Science and Forestry in
Syracuse, NY. Her current position with
the West Virginia University Civil and
Environmental Engineering Department
encompasses several projects, including
quantifying the effects of highway
construction on stream water quality and
examining ways to dewater acid mine
drainage sludge.
The afternoon program for teachers will

be led by Dr.
Laurie Ruberg,
a Visiting
Assistant
Professor in the
WVU College
of Education
and Human
Resources.
Her research
interests focus
on developing
e f f e c t i v e
technologies
a n d h a n d s - Dr. Laurie Ruberg
on models
that demonstrate key watershed ecology
concepts.
Register now to attend this informative
and timely program! Lunch is $15.
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REMEMBERING & HONORING OUR WONDERFUL DONORS
ELIZABETH C. ZIMMERMANN- MAJOR DONOR & CONSERVATIONIST
Elizabeth
C.
Zimmermann
of
Westwood and Chatham,
MA, died Sunday April 12,
2015, at the age of 98.
She inspired the work
of Friends of Blackwater
from its beginning in
2000. Elizabeth, the daughter of Rankin
and Jane Caldwell, was raised as a member
of her father’s Presbyterian congregation
in Bedford, PA. Elizabeth left Bedford to
attend Wilson College in Chambersburg,
PA, where she graduated with a degree
in French and English, after which she
returned to Bedford to teach high school
for three years. She then left Pennsylvania
to become a Red Cross employee. Her work

with the Red Cross during the war fostered a
strong sense of duty and compassion, and a
passion for volunteerism which stayed with
her throughout her life. In 1945, Elizabeth
moved to the Bethesda Naval Hospital in
Washington, DC, where she met her husband
Bernard Zimmermann, MD. They married in
1949 and moved to Saint Paul, Minnesota,
where their two sons were born. The
Zimmermann family moved to Morgantown,
West Virginia in 1960, when her husband
was appointed Professor and Chairman of
Surgery at West Virginia University. Elizabeth
took over the daily operation of Walnut Farm
and developed a strong appreciation for the
flora, fauna and culture of The Mountain
State. Through all of the farm work and
childraising,

MARY MORGAN - ACTIVIST
Mary Margaret Steele Morgan, eighth child born
Sept. 10, 1925, to Robert and Mamie Beckett Steele
of Alderson, W. Va., died on Jan. 30, at age 89 in
Yellow Springs at Friends Care. she was a longtime
donor to Friends of Blackwater.
After working during World War II at Wright Field
in Dayton as a computer operator and also an aircraft
mechanic, she received her Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Dayton in 1954. She taught at
The Miami Valley School, the Dayton Public Schools
and became education director of a five county Head
Start region. In 1967, she was awarded a Fellowship from Columbia University,
New York City, where she earned a Master of Science degree in 1968.
In 1969, she became a candidate for the Dayton City Commission, the first
woman candidate for that office. She was endorsed by the Dayton Daily News,
which said “She is the best candidate for Dayton City Commission,” but she did
not unseat either incumbent. In 1979, she co-founded the Susan B. Anthony
Memorial UnRest Home Womyn’s Land Trust, a feminist education center, with
her long time friend Jan Griesinger. In the 1980s, she was the first woman to
be a candidate for the board of the Ohio University Credit Union. She received
an award in Athens County in 2003 for 50 years of activism in the American
Civil Liberties Union. She received the Social Justice Lifetime Service Award
from the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs in 2007.
The Mayor of Dayton proclaimed Sept. 20, 2009, Mary Morgan Day — “For
the rights of women by opening the door for women candidates in the Miami
Valley and working tirelessly for social justice.” She also received the Cathy
Bantz “Making Democracy Work” award on Feb. 23, 2010, from the League
of Women Voters. She was a Leadership Award winner of the Greene County
Council on Aging in 2011.
Morgan was an active member of the ACLU, the First Unitarian Church in
Dayton, Dayton Women’s Liberation, Dayton Women’s Rights Alliance and
several anti-war and civil rights organizations. She was active in the Yellow
Springs Senior Center and the Older and Bolder group. Morgan retired as an
instructor from Ohio University in 1988 and then opened Antiques, Uniques
and Reliques, a collector’s shop in Amesville, Ohio. We will miss Mary!
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she continued to volunteer for the Red Cross
and she worked tirelessly to advance the
many environmental, social and political
causes in which she fervently believed. The
premature death of her husband in 1982
was an enormous challenge, but Elizabeth
responded by making new friends and
traveling to far corners of the globe. She
delighted in getting to know people from
other cultures, especially children, and
was an expert conversationalist. In 1992,
Elizabeth said goodbye to West Virginia
and moved to New England, where she
maintained a residence at Fox Hill Village
in Westwood and a summer home in North
Chatham. where she enjoyed defending the
environment. Elizabeth will be dearly missed
by her family and many WV friends.

BETTY LUTZ - DESCENDANT OF
WV'S 3RD GOVERNOR WILLIAM
STEPHENSON
Betty Lutz
passed away
peacefully, with her
loving family by
her side, on Feb.
12, 2015, following
a several month
illness. Betty was
born Elizabeth
Sammel Lutz, in Betty's Lutz -"Oakland" , also known as
Parkersburg, on the James M. Stephenson House — in
March 13, 1951, Parkersburg, West Virginia. Listed on the
daughter of Dr. National Register of Historic Places.
Athey and Veronica Lutz. She spent her early lifein
Washington, D.C., and graduated from Marymount
College in Tarrytown, N.Y. She returned to Parkersburg,
where she worked for veterinarian Dr. Jim Davis, at the
Dudley Avenue Small Animal Clinic for many years,
and further developed her lifelong love of all animals,
especially dogs. Betty brought generosity, love, and
caring to everything she did and was loved by many.
She had a wonderful way of talking to strangers who
immediately became friends. She served on several area
boards including the Parkersburg Day Nursery, the Wood
County Library, and was the secretary of the Oakland
Foundation. She was active in local bridge groups for
decades and was a director of a number of games each
week. One of her proudest moments was going to a
Las Vegas bridge tournament and winning enough gold
points to attain the coveted Life Master also. Betty was a
generous donor to FOB and supported our work through
the Oakland Foundation.
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SIDNEY JEFFERS
Friends of Blackwater donor Sidney R. Jeffers, born
Oct 26, 1919, passed away on June 7, 2015. His son
David writes (edited from a longer memorial):
“Born of immigrant Jews, my father Sid served as
an Army Air Corps sergeant in WWII’s Pacific theater.
He despised war, then and always. Upon return, he met
a beautiful young Polish-American girl at the University
of Texas. Sid somehow missed the fact that Austin was
destined to become the coolest place on earth. Once
graduated, he moved his new wife, Irene Virginia, to
Mississippi. It was in the Delta in 1960 when Sid risked
his life to partner up with a friend to register hundreds
of black American citizens to vote for the first time. After
the election of JFK, one night members of the Klu Klux
Klan erected a burning cross across the road on the
banks of the creek, and hid in the bushes. Sid retrieved
his 20 gauge, stood on the front porch, and yelled out:
‘Come plant that over here, you chickens--t m --- s.’
“Sid and Irene moved to the safer confines of Alexandria, Virginia, where he
worked for federal agencies to bring jobs, economic growth and dignity to the very
poorest regions of the country. His happiest days were the 23 years he spent retired
with Irene, until her death 12 years ago. He loved liverwurst and onion on rye bread.
He loved opera, not live but with headphones on and lying on the carpet. The only
dish he made was spaghetti marinara, an oleaginous recipe he cut out of the New
York Times in the 1960s and fixed for every grandchild. Now all grown, they’re still
expunging olive oil from their systems. In his last days, he was cared for lovingly
by the extraordinary women and men of Goodwin House, Alexandria. He died in his
sleep. It was a good run.”

HENRY & ELIZABETH
HONORED

The Duffy Foundation honored Henry Hoffstot
and Elizabeth Schoyer with a generous donation.
Henry and Elizabeth, childhood friends from
Pittsburgh, both shared a love of the outdoors
and conservation.

LIME ROCK CEMETERY REVEALS ITS SECRETS

On July 7, NAEVA Geophysics, Inc. sent Geologists Andrew Benson and Leighton Baber
to the Lime Rock Cemetery with special equipment designed to use ground penetrating
radar. The goal was to discovery how many graves were in this forested grove high above
the Blackwater River, where the once thriving railroad town of Lime Rock was located.
Andrew and Leighton were accompanied by 10 members of the public including
representative from the Tucker County Historical Society, the Lime Rock Reunion Committee,
Friends of Blackwater and the WV State Police. A total of 20 gravesites were found on
the upper cemetery near the ridgetop and an additional 2 gravesites near the US Forest
Service gate.
Special thanks to Ron & Norma Eckard, Roy Teter, Merle Nestor and Rose Davis.

Geologists and volunteers explore the Lime Rock Cemetery.

Headstone at Lime Rock Cemetery.

One of the Geologists marks a grave at the Lime Rock Cemetery.
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NEW CANAAN VALLEY PETTING ZOO OPEN
This article printed with permission from The Parsons Advocate
Canaan Valley guests and residents can now visit the region’s latest
attraction, Sam’s Barnyard Animals and Petting Zoo. Local businessman,
Sam Jinks opened the animal adventure to visitors this summer.
Located at 5460 Appalachian Highway (Route 32) on the old Parsons
farmstead, just south of Timberline, the Barnyard features Tahoe, a
talking Amazon parrot, Huacaya Alpacas with thick fleecy coats, West
Virginia Show Champion miniature horses, and a variety of rabbits,
sheep, exotic chickens, pot-bellied pigs, a calf, and momma goats with
their babies.
Guests may also see Angus, a trained Border Collie, at work herding
the animals into the pasture or back to a barn. Angus is “assisted” by
Bella, a mixed-breed rescue puppy.
The Barnyard offers a unique opportunity to learn about and have
fun with animals. “We opened the Barnyard because we enjoy being
around all these animals,” said Jinks, “And we want other people who
may not live where they can be near different types of animals to have
the chance to see and mingle with them too.”
Jinks’ zoo allows up close access to many barnyard animals in their
natural, open habitat which provides visitors the possibility of touching
them and observing their behavior. “It also helps children to learn respect
not only for pets but other animals too,” Jinks said.
Sam Jinks greets barnyard friends at Sam's Barnyard Animals and Petting Zoo.
Prior to opening the Barnyard, Jinks and wife, Diane Baisden, owned
and operated Highland Scene Tours, a Tucker County outdoor adventure sport rental and touring company. Jinks also managed the
Blackwater Falls State Park petting zoo for several years.
Sam’s Barnyard Animals and Petting Zoo’s summer hours are daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $5 and children four and
under are free. For group rates, contact the Barnyard at 304- 940-1188. You can also visit Sam’s Barnyard Animals on Facebook.

