Friends of Blackwater

August 2017

"Cooling off in the Canyon" photo by Andy Altman

Working to protect West Virginia’s High Alleghenies, Blackwater River & Blackwater Canyon.
PO Box 247 - Thomas, WV 26292 - phone: 304-345-7663 - www.saveblackwater.org - info@saveblackwater.org

August 2017

ATTACKS ON NATIONAL CONSERVATION PROGRAMS AND
POLICY – FOB JOINS THE RESISTANCE

It is dismaying but true that the new administration in Washington,
DC has turned the “keys to the conservation henhouse’ over to the
foxes. A many-fronted assault has begun on our nation’s basic
environmental and community protection laws. Vigorous resistance
is the only option to protect the natural world, our water, our
ecology, and a sustainable and prosperous economy.
At Friends of Blackwater, our mission to conserve, promote,
and protect the Allegheny Highlands means that we must join this
resistance. We must mobilize our members, allies, friends, and
supporters in advocacy to protect America’s basic environmental
laws and policy.
Here’s some of we are doing. We know that we will be publicizing
these and other campaigns more in the coming months. Thanks in
advance for making your views heard!
As part of the Bird Conservation Alliance, FOB joined 368
groups in a letter to Congress calling for continued funding for the
laws that protect our national bird, the Bald Eagle, and other species
in trouble; like the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the only law that exists
to protect most American birds; and the federal Duck Stamp, one of
the nation's most successful conservation programs. We cannot lose
"Ginny", the West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel
these important programs!
We also joined with 422 groups in the Endangered Species Coalition in a letter to Congress to express our strong
support for the Endangered Species Act, urging full funding and comprehensive implementation of the Act. The endangered
species budget peaked in 2010 and has declined since then, even as more species are added to the endangered species list.
The letter said “We owe it to our children and grandchildren to be good stewards of the planet and leave behind a legacy of
protecting endangered species and the special places they call home.”
FOB also joined in a letter to Congress from the American Hiking Society, opposing administration budget cuts for
trails. The letter said: “The Administration’s 2018 budget for trails and the agencies that manage and maintain trails on
federal lands would undo much of what has been accomplished. The letter continued: “The Administration’s budget fails to
provide for even the most basic necessities to maintain and manage these critical recreation resources. Trails are the gateway
to nearly every other facet of outdoor recreation, including fishing, hunting, camping, and more. A failure to maintain and
manage our nation’s trails directly impacts park and forest visitation, visitor safety, the ability for people to enjoy healthy
outdoor recreation, and our nation’s economy.”
Across America (and of course among those who love the Allegheny Highlands) there is a powerful sentiment for
conservation. Americans are mobilizing to fight for the gains that we have made in environmental protection law and policy.
We expect to win!

ON THE COVER: "COOLING OFF
IN THE CANYON" - ANDY ALTMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY
Cover photo

This compilation of multiple exposures shows the route of a kayaker running
the scenic and challenging Blackwater River, below the falls.
Andy Altman Photography
Andy is a Charleston based photographer who enjoys sharing the scenes
that have inspired him while traveling. The natural beauty and majesty of the
Blackwater Canyon, Canaan Valley and Potomac Highlands region of Wild Wonderful
West Virginia are prominent in his work. You can find more of his photography at
AndyAltmanPhoto.SmugMug.com
Many thanks to Andy Altman Photography for allowing FOB to use this beautiful
photo for our August 2017 cover.
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by Joe Dumire
Included among the business interests
of industrialist and United States Senator,
Henry Gassaway Davis, was the National
Bank of Davis, the first bank in Tucker
County. This imposing structure is a
three-story structure constructed in
1892 of native sandstone and 50,000
board-feet of native Canaan Valley maple
flooring. It is situated at the corner of
William Avenue and 4th Street, in the
town of Davis, West Virginia.
The bank was chartered December 20,
1892 with Thomas Beall Davis, brother
of Henry Gassaway Davis, as the bank’s
first President. Other officers were Fairfax
Stuart Landstreet, Vice-President, and
nephew by marriage to H. G. Davis; and,
C. B. Smith, Cashier. Directors included
Henry Gassaway Davis; Thomas Beall
Davis, Jr. nephew of H. G. Davis; Thomas
Beall Davis, H. G. Davis’ brother; A. I.
Wilson, Jr.; Fairfax Stuart Landstreet;
Thomas Donahoe; and, J. W. Johnston. National Bank of Davis
Originally the ground floor housed the counters with marble tops and of course,
bank and HMP Clarke Drug Company. the original working vault just as they
The upper two floors housed office space were when the building was constructed.
and apartments. Occupants of the office It is a step back in time to see the 12space included Strieby Law Office, The foot ceilings and original bank president’s
Davis Gas-Electric Company and Marshall corner office with its wide doorway and
Coal & Lumber. The building housed the transom. The top floor of the building
town library and the phone company. The retains the one, two and three step
building was remodeled in 1898, and the platforms from when this was the local
west wing, which houses the post office, A.F. & A.M. Masonic Lodge, also with its
12-foot tin ceiling.
was added in 1908.
In recent years the National Bank of
Davis was acquired by the Grant County
Bank, and in 2000 they moved to a new
facility a quarter mile west of town. Since
2013, Wild Ginger and Spice has occupied
the original bank building space, on the
east end.

The dirt-floor basement under the
center section of the building is said
to have been where the horses of the
buildings’ employees were stabled. The
bank was here well before automobiles
made their way to the West Virginia
mountains.

It is of equal importance to note
As you enter here, you see the original
steam radiators, ornately carved teller the town of Davis was begun on March

14, 1884 when Robert Ward Eastham
received a contract from Henry Gassaway
Davis and his brother Thomas Beall Davis
to begin clearing the land owned by
Henry Gassaway Davis. While this date
marks the beginning of the town named
after Henry Gassaway Davis, it also
marked the beginning of the industrial
age of the town marked by the arrival of
lumber mills, timbering, a pulp and paper
company, a tannery, a box factory and
the West Virginia Central & Pittsburgh
Railroad which everyone depended on
and which was owned by Henry Gassaway
Davis.
Reference sources:
Henry Gassaway Davis, An Old-Fashioned
Biography by Thomas Richard Ross – 1994
History of Davis and Canaan Valley by Pearle G.
Mott - 1972
History of Tucker County, West Virginia by Homer

KATE LEARY: NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT FOR FOB

I am a recent graduate, hereditary West Virginian, and active environmentalist. Most recently,
I worked as a lobbyist with the West Virginia Environmental Council in Charleston for the 2017
legislative session, particularly focusing on protecting our waterways from pollution. Working around
the legislature was an incredible, fast-paced learning experience, even if the political process was
looking pretty messy in this most recent session.

Kate Leary

I am also a recent graduate of the University of Montana (class of 2016) with a Master’s degree
in Environmental Studies. While I enjoyed being out in the Rockies, I always intended to take
everything I learned at U of M back east to more familiar ground. Although I haven’t been a West
Virginia resident until relatively recently, I have plenty of relatives here, so I’ve always found myself
in the Mountain State for holidays, reunions, and other family gatherings. I am excited to be joining
in Friends of Blackwater’s vital conservation work.
Page 3

August 2017

HISTORY HIKERS TOUR HISTORIC COKETON AND THE
by Judy Rodd
On a warm early summer day (June 3), fifteen eager “history hikers”
carried out a “Mighty Descent of the Blackwater”-- starting at the 100-plusyear-old Buxton and Landstreet Building just outside of the Town of Thomas.
With hiking boots fully laced up and ready to “take on the trail,” the merry
group first tested their vigor with a tour of the restored company store and
former Davis Coal and Coke corporate headquarters, an impressive brick and
tile edifice that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Then the hikers cocked their sunhats and set out on the old Francis
Railroad Grade (Davis Line), upstream along the North Fork of the Blackwater
River to the site of the Thomas Depot, crossing the old railroad bridge to
follow the main line, turning downstream along the rushing waters North
Fork of the Blackwater.
This tree-lined path led past the roundhouse and repair shop for railroad
engines, and the foundation for a water tank used to fill steam engines in
the days when five trains a day steamed up and down the ten-mile-long
Blackwater Canyon. Just before the “Wye” (train turnaround line) that led
to the old town of Benbush, members of the party spotted a “call box” that
railroaders used to report “trouble on the line.”

Thomas Depot

A sturdy stone culvert crosses rushing Snyder Run, where hikers
clambered down the bank and pushed through brambles (scratchy if you
had shorts on!) to view the cut-stone archway that has supported tens of
thousands of railroad cars and engines (and now we hikers) for 130 years!
One can imagine trolls finding refuge there!
The “last leg” of the hike was at hand. We reached the county road to
Douglas at the North Fork bridge, where we inspected the site of the former
Coketon “colored school,” the site of African American “Blackwater Heroes”
J.R. Clifford’s and Carrie Williams’ great civil rights victory.
And finally, at journey’s end, at the old coke ovens near at Douglas, the
tired and proud group gathered to pay homage to the many, many working
people from all races and nationalities who built Tucker County in the late
nineteenth century.
Thanks to all who came -- and especially to Tracy Herz for taking pictures
and her great kids! This was a great way to celebrate National Trails Day!
And next year, thanks to the support of Friends of Blackwater donors and
a grant from the West Virginia Humanities Council, we will have historic
markers along this historic rail trail!

Buxton Landstreet Building

Freight House

The Western Maryland Railroad at Snyder Run
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Western Maryland machine shop.
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RAILROAD GRADE

Railroad engineer call box

Attack of the brambles at Snyder Run Bridge

Coketon Colored School sign & Tom Rodd

History Hike 6-3-17 groups at coke ovens
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NOTES FROM A BIOLOGIST’S INSPIRATIONAL SEASON ON

By Briana Smrekar

For seven summers I worked for the National Park Service
(NPS) in the Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida,
researching amphibians and reptiles. I was ready for a change,
so I made a brave leap (!) to the US Forest Service (USFS)
and the Monongahela National Forest (the MNF or the “Mon”)
to assist the Forest Biologist with surveys of a wide variety
of critters.
Breeding bird surveys
We began by setting up survey routes in February and
March. Then, in May and June, we did breeding bird surveys
across the Forest this really tested my bird identification
skills. We visited high elevation spruce forests, oak-hickory
dominant ridgelines, grassy, shrubby grazing allotments, and
river and stream valleys -- a diverse collection of habitats
that host an incredible array of birds. My favorites were:
______________________

Adult female and young WVNFS safely rest in a mesh bag, waiting to be measured and
assessed. Photo by Kyle Crafts, USFS.

nicknamed the squirrel, is to deploy nest boxes that the
squirrels will use as refugia.
I had occasionally seen Southern flying squirrels around
my home in Georgia, and had often heard the family groups
talking to one another late at night from the sprawling branches
of the giant, old, live oaks lining my street. On the Mon, as I
found myself looking into the big, beautiful brown-black eyes
of a female WVNFS and her 3 young, I felt so fortunate to see
this rare animal up-close in a way that few people get to do.

A fledgling Baltimore oriole at Pheasant Mountain, MNF. Photo by Briana Smrekar.

Checking WV Northern flying squirrel nest boxes with
the WV DNR and MNF staff.
I had a wonderful opportunity to help with West Virginia
Northern flying squirrel “nest box checks” with staff from the
WV Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Mon.
The Mon has some of the highest-quality red spruce habitat
for this very rare subspecies, and is charged with maintaining
and improving the habitat and the population of squirrels.
One method for monitoring “Ginny,” as her supporters have
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Various measurements and samples are taken from the
(Very nervous) squirrels before they are released into the
box and the nest box is replaced in the tree. I marvel at how
such a small creature with such a high metabolism is able to
thrive in this habitat year-round, when the forest is blanketed
in many feet of snow.
(One note: I have done surveys of rare species while
working in the Southeast, and while this work was definitely
exciting and important, the “cuteness factor” is somehow
less evident when surveying for an Eastern Diamondback
Rattlesnake than for a West Virginia Northern flying squirrel!)
Batter up!
Before coming to this position, I hadn’t done any work with

THE MONONGAHELA NATIONAL FOREST
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A researcher holds a small-footed myotis bat caught in a mist-net on Cheat Mountain.
Photo by Briana Smrekar

inch long larval-stage Eastern Hellbenders, taken by a MNF
employee at the Elk River as she conducts her thesis research.
I saw and heard wood frogs ready for action in late February,
and listened to the gray treefrogs call in the rains of late May
and June. I have seen black bears, a timber rattlesnake, and
eastern box turtles in my travels. And the most exciting part
is that I have only just begun!

Ready for measurements of hind foot length to be taken. Photo by Kyle Crafts, USFS.

bats, and had only vaguely heard of white-nose syndrome
(WNS). Today my eyes have been opened to the dire situation
that North American bats are facing, and to the huge declines
in bat populations that have occurred in the past 11 years
since WNS was first detected in the US. Up to 99% of some
bat species, like the Little Brown Bat, have died.
I am part of the Mon team responsible for tracking the
bats that have had radio transmitters attached. We have been
working the past month to locate roost trees and maternity
colonies of bats, and taking measurements of the roost trees
and surrounding vegetation in an effort to learn which trees/
areas are important resting and breeding sites for bats.
Hopefully, this work will assist in improving and retaining
high quality habitat for the remaining bats living on the MNF.
The bat researchers who mist-net and radio-tag bats are
passionate, knowledgeable, and patient people who were keen
to share their knowledge and answer countless questions from
this very inquisitive and grateful “bat newbie” biologist.
My work in the Monongahela National Forest has made me
realize what a truly special and unique area of the country this
is -- in which I now get to work!
I have stood at the top of Spruce Knob, looking for Cheat
Mountain Salamanders, and I have seen pictures of 2 1/2

Briana Smrekar
Page 7

August 2017

SUMMER TRAIL WORK IN BLACKWATER CANYON
by David Sokolov

Growing up, I spent a
considerable amount of time
outside, but I would never
describe myself as outdoorsy.
My first extended encounter
with nature occurred after my
freshman year of high school.
I followed a friend's advice
and signed up for a week of
Mountain Stewards’ summer
camp at the Mountain Institute
(now called “Experience
Learning”).
I learned what it felt like to
carry everything I needed to
survive on my back over miles
of wooded trail. I learned how
to lop an effective trail corridor,
slipped and crawled through
my first cave, pitched my first
tent, and lit my first camp
stove. I learned to see light
through the rainiest day.
I believed, as many
people do, that our natural
environment needs to be
cherished, protected, and WVU Soil Science Club volunteer for trail work
cared for. This belief meant
most difficult to enjoy. But the rewards,
something much deeper to me after
are worth the hardship.
spending a week maintaining trails in
I continued to attend the Mountain
the Monongahela National Forest. I
Stewards
camp for the rest of my high
gained an appreciation for the concept
school
years,
and each summer was more
of environmental stewardship that has
exhilarating than the last. I enjoyed the
transformed into a true passion.
trail work the most. How is it possible that
C a l l m e m e l o d ra m a t i c— t h e r e ' s
trail work could be more fun than climbing
something about slogging through
mountains, or orienteering through dense
pouring rain for eight hours with a
rhododendron and mountain laurel, or
pair of “loppers” that changes a man.
exploring subterranean caverns?
Environmental stewardship is easy to
Maybe it's the feeling of contributing
talk about, harder to do, and sometimes
to concrete, real change, of being part
of something bigger than me (and my
backpack). Maybe it's those moments
when I lock eyes with my sweat-drenched
peers as we silently acknowledge that
we do difficult, laborious, uncomfortable
work because it is the right thing to do.
The imaginative ninth-grader still
inside of me loves feeling that he's the
secret caretaker of the forest—working
hard when no one's looking to maintain
and protect this sacred ground for future
wanderers.
Whatever the reason, it keeps me
coming back year after year.
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This summer I had the opportunity
to serve as a counselor and share new
stewardship experiences with high
schoolers from across the region—excited
yet apprehensive, just as I was. The
experience was incredibly nostalgic,
and what I learned about leadership,
inspiration, and motivation, I will carry
for the rest of my life.
As any teacher can attest, the feeling
that you've helped change someone—
when you've genuinely impacted the way
that he or she views this magical world
that we live in—is utterly indescribable.
So, I am grateful. I'm grateful for the
friend who convinced me to step outside
of my comfort zone and into the trees.
Grateful towards Mountain Stewards
for introducing me to nature through
stewardship. Grateful for the chance to
take the knowledge I gained about myself
and my world and use it to inspire kids
like me—after all, trail work needs its
missionaries. And right around the next
bend, there's always more work to be
done.
(Dave Sokolov is now off to college.
Thanks Dave from FOB!)

August 2017

RACE WITH FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER!
This year’s Run For It fundraiser is scheduled for September 23rd in Davis. Friends
of Blackwater will once again be fielding a team for this fun community event, and
we encourage you to join us.
Last year the Friends of Blackwater team were the recipients of a Gold Star award
for team spirit, a Tucker County Commision Award for Best Effort, and a McDonough
Foundation Award. All together they raised $1,050 for the watershed, an incredible
effort that we hope to surpass this year.
You can participate in two ways- by registering and running with Friends of
Blackwater’s team and by making a monetary donation. Run For It matches your
contribution, so every registration and donation increases the final award. It’s a fun
and easy fundraiser that helps Friends of Blackwater fulfill its mission.
We look forward to seeing you on race day!

Run For It 2016

Directions:
To support our team, start by going to www.raceroster.com/11783.

-If you are able to be a team member, register for the race by clicking the “REGISTER” button located on the right side
of the page, then following the directions in the pop-up window.
-If you can’t run with us but still want to be involved, scroll down until you see Friends of Blackwater in the list of
organizations on the left side of the page. Click the “DONATE NOW” button beneath our name, and fill out the donation form.

YES! I WANT TO JOIN
FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER



CHOOSE A MEMBERSHIP LEVEL & SEND
YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, AND E-MAIL TO
FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER
PO BOX 247 - THOMAS, WV 26292
____ PORTE CRAYON SOCIETY
____ CROWN JEWEL CLUB
____ SUSTAINING STEWARD
____ 	PATRON			
____ FAMILY			
____ INDIVIDUAL		
____ 	SENIOR			
____ STUDENT			

$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$
50
$
35
$
20
$
10

NAME______________________________
ADDRESS:__________________________
___________________________________
E-MAIL_____________________________
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IN MEMORY AND HONOR..........

A DONOR'S STORY - TOM WARD

15 years ago in 2002, when Friends of Blackwater was just starting out as an
organization, an envelope from Baltimore, Maryland dropped into our mail slot. In
the envelope was a friendly note (in impeccable handwriting) and a check for $200.
The sender was Judge Tom Ward, a Maryland attorney whose family had a vacation
home near Camp Horseshoe, Tucker County.
In 2002 Friends of Blackwater was ramping up our campaign to protect the
entire Blackwater Canyon and the creatures who live there -- and that campaign is
still ongoing and central to our work. In the meantime, we have fought for “Ginny”
the West Virginia Flying Squirrel, for the Canyon Rail-Trail, for new trails and youth
programs, for watershed improvement, and much more.
And Judge Tom Ward was part of all those battles.

Our donation records show that every year since 2002, and often twice a year, a
sizable check would come in from Judge Ward, with a letter of encouragement. Our
Director Judy reads all these letters, and over the years Judge Ward became part of the FOB family. Then as time passed,
his children also joined our list of supporters and donors. We appreciate this so much.
Tom Ward 2.jpg

So it was with sadness that we learned last year that Judge Ward had passed away. He was a wonderful example of the
committed and concerned citizens who have helped FOB be a voice for conservation in the High Alleghenies – a place he knew
and loved. Here are a few excerpts from a memorial article by Bill Hughes in the March 13, 2016 Baltimore Post-Examiner:
“Corpus Christi R.C. Church, located in the Bolton Hill area, was filled to capacity. In fact, it was standing room only. On
Saturday, March 12, 2016, at 11 AM, a funeral Mass was held for one of Baltimore’s finest sons – Judge Tom Ward.
“During his 89 years, Judge Ward touched many lives in a positive and deep way. Try newspaper route carrier; union
member; B&O Railroad worker (like his father before him); U.S. Army Paratrooper; “Baltimore Sun” reporter; Baltimore
City Councilman; Chair of the Liquor Board, Environmentalist; Politico; Irish Preservationist (Irish R/R Workers Museum on
Lemmon Street); Founder of the Bolton Hill Democratic Club; Conservationist (Baltimore City & West Virginia); Lawyer; Jurist
and devoted Family Man. The truth is: They don’t make them like Judge Ward anymore.
“The tears showed up when they talked about the great love of their father’s life, their late mother Joyce (nee McCartney),
who died in 2011. They underscored how “desperately lonely” he was after the Lord had called her home. It was Judge
Ward, as a young City Councilman from the 2nd District, and as a bright and energetic attorney, who stopped the East-West
Expressway, with plenty of help, too, from the activist communities. That Monster Highway from Hell would have destroyed
and/or seriously impaired the historic neighborhoods of Federal Hill, Little Italy, Fell’s Point and Canton.
“One of the ballads the piper played was “The Minstrel Boy.” It was so appropriate since Judge Ward was a take-noprisoners’ fighter on every issue that touched his big, lovable and very Irish heart.”
We are proud that the battle to save the Blackwater Canyon is an issue that touched Judge Ward’s “big, lovable, and very
Irish heart.” We pledge in his memory to wage that battle to victory!

IN MEMORY OF BILL MOLLOHAN, INTREPID HIKER
by Carol Mollohan
Bill was born in 1936, and died of Alzheimer's in 2012. He was
very active until the last six months of his life. I met Bill when I
was in Charleston in 1960 for a college semester. Union Carbide
had recruited him. We married in 1962. We have two daughters and
three grandchildren.
Bill and I hiked over much of West Virginia for many years - Dolly
Sods was a favorite. I think we hiked every trail there at least once.
So was the Blackwater Canyon. We liked the old trail up the creek
through the rhododendrons at Babcock State Park, and of course
we hiked often in Kanawha State Forest. We also hiked in England,
Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Italy and Switzerland. We have shared our
love of nature and recreation with our grandchildren. We joined
Friends of Blackwater in 2006, and have supported its campaigns
ever since.
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Bill Mollohan at Mt Rainier

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE HIGHLANDS -- UPDATE
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by Tom Rodd

HSTA Students Wearing Sun regalia

Master Klimate Science Chef Tom Rodd Instructs Students

Atmospheric Molecules Line Up for Greenhouse Boogie

In 2013 Friends of Blackwater started the Allegheny Highlands Climate Change Impacts Initiative. In 2014 and 2015
we had two great conferences at Blackwater Falls State Park, with several hundred people attending and two dozen expert
speakers.
In 2016 we issued a report with 100 scientific citations discussing Highlands climate impacts, called “On the Chopping
Block.” We have presented the report to a wide range of community groups. The report shows how much of the economy
and ecology of the Highlands is tied to the region’s distinctive high-mountain climate and is already being harmed by humancaused global warming and climate change.
Scientific research shows that rare creatures like “Ginny,” the West Virginia Flying Squirrel and the Cheat Mountain
Salamander are at grave risk; and that If we don’t rein in carbon emissions, we will lose the region’s ski industry and valuable
timber resources.
FOB also has developed a “Kitchen Klimate Science” program, where participants of all ages learn about climate science
with hands-on activities. The program has been presented to science clubs at a number of high schools in cooperation with
WVU’s Health Science and Technology Academy (HSTA).
On July 9, 2017, we had the biggest crowd ever – more than 100 students and teachers! -- for a “Kitchen Klimate Science”
HSTA program at West Virginia State University. Pictures of this program by Dick Wolfe of WVSU accompany this article. Our
participants learned how greenhouse gases trap heat on Earth, and how human activities are changing the planet, including
the Allegheny Highlands.
It is encouraging to see eager young people learn about how we can solve the climate crisis. Thanks to everyone who
has been part of our climate programs, and to all of the FOB donors who help make them possible!

IN MEMORY AND HONOR (CONT'D)
RICHARD FLINN, ESQ.
MARCH 28, 1923 - JANUARY 4, 2017

ROY JOHNSON
APRIL 15, 1920 - MAY 2017

Richard died on January 4, 2017, age 93. Born in
Pittsburgh, PA on March 28, 1923, he was the son of the late
Charles and Florence Flinn. Richard was a graduate of the
College and School of Law of the University of Pittsburgh.
He had been the Vice President of the Trust Department of
Mellon National Bank and Trust of Pittsburgh. He supported
the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy and was a Friend of
Blackwater since 2001 support our National Park campaign
and protections for the Blackwater Canyon and Ginny the
West Virginia northern flying squirrel.

Last year we celebrated Roy Johnson’s
96th birthday in our newsletter. In June
we were saddened to learn of his death
in May at the age of 97. Roy grew up
near Fairmont and served in the CCC
at Camp Mathias in Hardy County. He
ended up in Massachusetts but always
remembered his mountain home. Roy
helped us protect Blackwater Canyon for
15 years!
Richard Flinn
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NORTH FORK OF BLACKWATER WATERSHED UPDATE
by David Young
July 1 2017, Friends of Blackwater released a Request for Proposals soliciting engineering design services for treatment
of acid mine drainage emanating from the Coketon Mine Pool. Treating pollution from the Coketon Mine #29 would restore
1.5 miles of stream and greatly reduce the negative impacts to the Blackwater River. we will work with the winning engineer
to perform a feasibility study and create a final design for treating polluted water from Mine 29 along the old railroad grade
near Douglas. Design work is made possible with grant funds awarded in March 2017 from the EPA and WVDEP and matching
work from the West Virginia Abandoned Mine Lands Program. When the design is complete we hope to gain the support of
state agencies and additional funders to construct the treatment system over the next few years.

of Matt Kerns (WVU student in Parks, Rec and Water) and David Young monitor water

Volunteer Lon Marshall constructed this device to monitor flow..

