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NACCHO is comprised of nearly 3,000 
local health departments across the 

United States with a vision of optimal health, 
equity, and security for all people in all 
communities. 
 
Our mission is to improve the health of 
communities by strengthening and advocating 
for local health departments.  
 

There’s value in belonging 

Our Mission 

Learn more by viewing a short video 
available on our website. 



Landscape of Local Public Health 

Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 2016 National Profile of Local Health Departments 



Programmatic Areas at NACCHO 



Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 2014 Are We Ready? Report 2 
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92.1% 

Water- and 
foodborne diseases 

71.9% 

Storms and floods 

88.9% 

Vector-borne diseases 

70.6% 
Unsafe sewage and 
septic system 
operations 

75% 

Food safety and 
security 

56.2% 

Heat waves and 
heat-related illness 

Local health 
department directors 
are working in 
programmatic areas 
likely to be affected by 
climate change. 

Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 2014 Are We Ready? Report 2 



75.2% 

Heat waves or heat-
related illnesses 

57.9% 

Storms and floods 

67.4% 

Overall air quality 

55% 
Health services for 
people with chronic 
conditions during 
service disruptions 

60.8% 

Droughts, forest fires, 
and brush fires 

43.1% 
Housing for 
residents displaced 
by extreme weather 

Percentage of local 
health department 
directors who 
anticipate these health-
related issues 
becoming more 
common or more 
severe because of 
climate change. 

Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 2014 Are We Ready? Report 2 



Climate Change-Related Threats 

Climate Change-Related Threats Addressed in 2017 
Percent of respondents 

Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 2018 Forces of Change Survey 

n=542 



Climate Change Portfolio 

Demonstration 
Sites 

LHD Profiles Fact Sheets Webinars 

oGlobal 
Climate Change 

Workgroup 
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Policy 
Statements 

Toolkit 
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Global Climate Change 
Workgroup 

http://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health/hazards/climate-change#  

The Global Climate Change Workgroup 
explores ways in which global climate 
change impacts the health of local 
communities and how local health officials 
can be positioned to address these 
concerns and develop programs and 
policies to mitigate health impacts. 

• Membership: local health officials, EH 
professionals, EH directors, subject 
matter experts 

 
 

 

http://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health/hazards/climate-change
http://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health/hazards/climate-change
http://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health/hazards/climate-change
http://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health/hazards/climate-change
http://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health/hazards/climate-change


Climate Change is a Local Issue 

• LHDs play a vital role in helping communities prepare for and address 
the health effects of climate change.  

• LHDs are already dealing with the health impacts of climate change. 

• LHDs have an opportunity to correct the common misconception that 
climate change is solely an environmental problem.  



• Compendium of Success Stories 
• New York, NY 
• Chicago, IL 
• Green River District, KY 
• Austin, TX 
• Crook County, OR 
• San Francisco, CA 
• Boston, MA 
• Milwaukee, WI 
• Salt Lake County, UT 
• San Luis Obispo, CA 
• Seattle and King County, WA 

 

LHDs are addressing the health 
impacts of climate change. 



New York City Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene 

GOAL 

NYC DOHMH is addressing the challenges of 
climate change by understanding current and 
future health impacts of climate or climate-related 
hazards and developing interventions and 
adaptations to reduce and prevent those impacts. 

Inform citywide climate change 
adaptation, mitigation, and resiliency 
planning efforts with partner agencies 

Continue to assess the health impacts 
of hot and cold weather and power 

outages 

Characterize disparities of climate-
related health impacts 



GOAL 

Climate change communication 
campaign to highlight the co-benefits of 
climate change mitigation and health 
promotion. 

San Luis Obispo County Health 
Department 

Educate and train staff, 
clients, and the community 

on the relationship 
between climate change 

and health 

Motivate individuals to 
take personal 

responsibility in and be 
active participants in 

climate change solutions 



Tools to assist LHDs 

• LEARN: Enhance Climate Literacy 

• PARTICIPATE & DISCUSS: Foster 
Relationships 

• COLLABORATE: Partner with 
Organizations 

• CREATE: Plan Development and 
Implementation 

• REFLECT: Metrics and Evaluation 



Direct funding through 
demonstration sites 

“Public Health Response 
to Climate Change 
Related Flooding” 

Michigan Climate and Health Adaptation Program 

• Marquette County + Michigan Dept HHS + Michigan State 

• Goal: Develop an Adaptation Plan including policy and built 
environment recommendations 

Flooding identified as a key concern via focus groups held with 
approximately 30 stakeholders 

 

Through NACCHO funding, MCHD created a GIS 
Mapping tool capable of targeting specific flood 
response: 

• Floodplains; Structure locations; Addresses/Ownership; Water 
Bodies; Well Locations; Demographics; etc. 



Direct funding through 
demonstration sites 

“Expanding Accessibility 
to Extreme Temperature 

Preparedness 
Resources” 

Climate Ready Boston Report (2016) 
• Extreme heat identified as a major 

concern 

• In 30 years summers may be as hot as 
those in Washington, DC 

• In 100 years summers may be as hot as 
those in Birmingham, AL 

 

Through NACCHO funding, BPHC 
translated “Beat the Heat” flyers into 
four most common non-English 
languages 



Where do we go from 
here?  

• Collaborations between 
LHDs, academia, city 
departments to identify 
locally relevant health 
impacts from climate 
change. 

• Wide spread sharing of 
vetted resources and tools 

• Scientific studies; model 
or best practices from 
other LHDs; etc. 



Thank you! 


