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M ap of Douglas, W V , circa 1906 

" S o u n d 
of Snow 
Falling" , a 
graphic novel 
by Maggie 
U mber, is a 
unique take 
on the life 
of winter 
wildlife. With 

simple but 
moving paintings, the story follows a 
pair of great horned owls bringing up 
three chicks. By carefully sticking to 
cool dark colors, the book attempts 
to take readers inside the owl' s 
perspective, capturing the muffled 
feeling and muted light of a snowy 
evening. 

Barred owls, like the one on our cover, lay their eggs in spring. 
Barred owls are cavity nesters, usually making their nest 20 to 40 feet 
above the ground in a large tree. They typically lay 2 to 4 eggs, which 
will hatch about 4 weeks later. After the chicks have hatched, it will take 
them 4 or 5 weeks to be ready to leave the nest. Like many animals, 
barred owls favor unfragmented blocks of mature forest, which provide 
cavities for nesting and a diversity of prey. 

The candy darter, a small colorful 
fish found only in est irginia, 
has been added to the Endangered 
Species list by the Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

The candy darter gets its name 
from its bright red stripes, and is 
found in the Bluestone, Greenbrier, 

auley and New ivers. t was first 
documented in 1931 in Pocahontas 
County. 

Sedimentation, increasing water 
temperatures, habitat fragmentation 
and other environmental factors 
have contributed to the decline in 
candy darter population, although 
hybridization with the variegate 
darter is usually identified as the 
leading threat. This listing will 
create a larger mandate to protect 
the candy darter' s habitat, including 
controlling activities that contribute 
to erosion and sedimentation in 
the area surrounding occupied 
waterways. 

This could impact the proposed 
Big Rock timber project on the 
Monongahela N ational Forest, 
which includes timbering in a 
watershed occupied by the candy 
darter. Friends of Blackwater has 
submitted comments on this project 
highlighting the potential negative 
impact of erosion and sedimentation, 
and we will be interested to see what 
impact the listing decision will have 
on the Forest Service’s decision 
making process.

The est irginia Division of 
Natural esources DN  is already 
making plans to protect the candy 
darter. A proposed change to DN  

regulations would ban anglers from 
collecting or using bait fish in waters 
considered important habitat for 
the candy darter, to prevent the 
introduction of variegate darters. 
Anglers would still be able to use 
non fish live bait.  

Affected waters would include 
the upper Greenbrier River 
watershed, from the confluence of 
the East and West forks upstream 
into all the tributaries;  the Gauley 
River watershed upstream from 
the Curtin bridge, including the 
Cherry, Cranberry, Williams and 
upper Gauley rivers and all their 
tributaries;  and the Camp Creek 
and Manns Creek watersheds in 
southern est irginia.

DN  officials will no longer stock 
brown trout in those streams, 
because brown trout have been 
known to feed on candy darters. 
O ther trout species will still be 
stocked.

Congrats to our friends at the West 
irginia ighlands Conservancy, 

who were part of the petition to 
list the candy darter, along with 
Appalachian oices and the Center 
for iological Diversity.

O n the C ov er: O wl s

C andy D arter l isted as E ndangered

Candy Darter

M aggie U mber

B ook  R ev iew: 
Sound of Snow F al l ing
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Film festival at W hitegrass

Ashton Berdine receives award

History Day at the capitol

J oin us for these 
fun ev ents!

M arc h 1 4 th: est irginia Scenic Trails 
Association meeting, March 14th, 6: 00 
p.m. at the DN  office in lkins. More 
information available on https: / / www.
wvscenictrails.org/  

M arc h 2 3 rd: elp Friends of lackwater 
with trail work!  We are partnering 
with the  Soil Science Club for 
a trail day, and welcome additional 
volunteers. For more details, email 
ian@ saveblackwater.org 

M arc h 2 6 th and 2 7 th: Mine Drainage 
Symposium in Morgantown, at the 
Marriott aterfront otel. There 
will be a presentation on Friends of 
Blackwater’s N orth Fork Project on 
the morning of the 27th. Full schedule 
at https: / / wvmdtaskforce.com/
symposium-program/  

A pril  2 8 th: Canaan alley alf 
Marathon. Friends of Blackwater will 
have a table at this exciting new 
event. More info at https: / / www.
canaanvalleyhalfmarathon.com/  

M ay 3 rd and 4 th: Cheat Fest. Friends of 
Blackwater will have a table at Friends 
of the Cheat’s annual celebration, 
taking place along the Cheat River in 
Albright. More info at http: / / cheatfest.
org/  

M ay 9 th to 1 2 th: ildflower eekend 
at Blackwater Falls State Park. Check 
out tours and workshops, or just enjoy 
the spring blooms. More information 
at https: / / wvstateparks.com/ event/
annual wildflower pilgrimage  

M ay 2 5 th and 2 6 th: Artspring. Friends 
of Blackwater is planning a history 
tour as part of the city of Thomas’ 
Artspring celebration. Details are still 
being decided, so more information 
will be coming via email and social 
media.

J une 1 5 th: Canaan Mountain Bike Festival. 
There will be a variety of guided bike 
rides available this weekend, including 
one by Friends of Blackwater. Stay 
tuned for more details.

W inter F il m F estiv al
Thank you to everyone who 

attended our 2019 Winter Film 
Festival!  There was more snow in the 
films than outside on the evening 
of February 7th, but we still had a 
great time. n addition to the film 
screening, we had live music by Tom 
Rodd, an update on our programs 
from J udy Rodd, and an auction of 
items donated by local businesses.

Thank you to Whitegrass Ski 
Touring for hosting the event again 
this year, and thank you to everyone 
who donated to the auction  Lori aldeman, Deb Mc enry, Scott Meyer, 
Seth Pitt, Samantha Stumpf, and Purple Lizard Maps.

H ol iday R ec eption
Thank you to everyone who 

attended our holiday reception 
on December th  t was a great 
evening, with live music and lots 
of fun. The Buxton and Landstreet 
Gallery was a festive venue, and 
we would like to thank the andalia 

eritage Foundation for partnering 
with us on this event.

We also had the chance to 
present Ashton Berdine of the West 
irginia Land Trust with an award 

for his work on purchasing the Yellow 
Creek Preserve. Friends of Blackwater has been a long-time advocate of 
this purchase, which will protect beloved recreation areas like Moon Rocks 
in Tucker County. We have stayed engaged with this project behind this 
scenes, and were excited to see the Land Trust' s hard work paying off.

H istory D ay
O n February 21st, Friends of 

lackwater participated in istory 
Day at the est irginia legislature. 
n honor of lack istory Month, we 

highlighted our J .R. Clifford Project 
and the history of civil rights in West 
irginia. t was great to meet with 

so many history enthusiasts, and 
we gave out many copies of our J .R. 
Clifford coloring book and posters. 
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N egativ e F ishing I mpac ts: The proposal would dewater 
miles of streams, including Mill Run, a high-quality brook 
trout stream. The  Division of Natural esources states 
that the lower reservoir would reduce the flow within Mill 
un to a point where a viable trout fishery cannot e ist . The 

construction process could also harm olf un and Dry un, 
two other native brook trout streams in the area.  

P ub l ic  A c c ess I mpac ts: This project would result in the loss 
of between 1,061 and 1,200 acres of N ational Forest land. The 
Forest Service states in their comments that this loss of land 
“would likely have adverse effects on vegetation diversity, 
wildlife habitat, streams, and fish and wildlife species . This 
land would also no longer be available to visitors for hiking, 
hunting and other forms of outdoor recreation. 

V olunteers help Friends of Blackwater improve Canyon R im trail, near the proposed site of 
the upper reservoir.Photograph of M ill R un, provided by J oe Dumire, and brook trout from U SFW S ( inset)

Thank you to the more than one thousand people who submitted comments to FERC objecting to the dangerous proposal 
to build a massive " pumped storage"  complex of reservoirs, transmission lines, and tunnels adjacent to the Blackwater 
Canyon. 

J ust b efore this issue went to print,  we found out that the M onongahel a N ational  F orest has rej ec ted the 
study permit for this proj ec t,  whic h woul d hav e al l owed c ore dril l ing,  c ol l ec tion of sampl es,  and other surv ey 
ac tiv ity on the F orest.  The F orest Serv ic e found that these ac tiv ities were not c onsistent with F orest Serv ic e 
standards and guidel ines,  c iting B ig R un B og ( a N ational  N atural  L andmark )  as a partic ul ar area of c onc ern.

O n these pages we have listed numerous concerns about this project, but we are now hopeful that many of these negative 
impacts may never come to pass. Thank you to everyone who has spoken out about this proposal. ou can find more resources, 
including the rejection letter from the Forest Service, on our website at https: / / saveblackwater.org/ pumped-storage-project/

R are wil dl ife: The pro ect would be located within the range of the federally listed irginia big eared bat, ndiana bat, and 
Cheat Mountain Salamander, as well as within the range of the  Northern Flying S uirrel protected on the Monongahela 
N ational Forest. These sensitive species will be impacted by the project. 

 

Flying Squ irrel, Cheat M ountain Salamander, V irginia big- eared bat

N ot in O ur C anyon C ampaign: P umped Storage P roj ec t
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I mpac ts to Sc enic  V iews: nitial viewshed analysis from  indicated that 
the upper reservoir could be visible from overlooks in Blackwater Falls State Park, 
including Lindy Point, as well as from the O lson Fire Tower. A highly visible industrial 
facility will alter the scenic appeal of the area. 

N ational  P ark  Serv ic e P rotec ted A rea:  TThe Big Run Bog is a designated 
N ational N atural Landmark, known for its unique ecosystem and rare species. 
This pro ect would involve running pipes that are 2 feet in diameter and filled 
with pressurized water under the bog. There are too many unknown factors at this 
point to say what effect this could have on the delicate ecosystem of Big Run Bog. 

N egativ e I mpac ts to the C heat R iv er: Filling the reservoirs will require well 
over 36 billion gallons of water, which will likely be taken from the Cheat River. 
The  Division of Natural esources stated in their comments that such a large 
withdrawal of water would threaten the stability of an already stressed watershed . 
Water loss due to evaporation means that even once the facility is in operation it 
would still need additional water. The developer has indicated that this additional 
water would be drawn from wells, but has not yet provided details on well locations 
or expected volume.

A c id M ine D rainage P ol l ution and F l ooding: Friends of Blackwater has been 
monitoring water quality in the N orth Fork of the Blackwater River for 17 years, 
and we are now in the early stages of a project to remediate acid mine drainage 
that has severely impaired the lower portion of the N orth Fork. 
The proposed upper reservoir appears to be located so that it will be at least partly 
built on land that has been subject to both subsurface and surface mining. N ot all of 
the mine tunnels in this area have been mapped, but we do know that the tunnels 
in the Coketon area have filled with acid mine drainage. This raises significant 
concerns about the structural integrity of the area. In addition, construction work 
may disturb contaminated materials that were capped as part of a reclamation 
pro ect conducted by the  D  in the Tub un drainage.

Threatens P ub l ic  L ands and N atural  R esourc es 

The O ffice of Abandoned M ine Lands and 
R eclamation has found evidence of mining in 
the Finley and Tub R un watersheds.  The U pper 
Freeport Coal Seam drops from an elevation of 
roughly 3130 feet at Finley R un to 3000 feet at 
Long R un.  I t is reasonable to assume that the 
mine workings lie within this footprint.  As the 
above image shows, the proposed siting for the 
upper reservoir is in extremely close proximity 
– possible directly over/ within – the footprint of 
these undocumented workings.  At a minimum 
this presents significant engineering and cost 
challenges that could make the proj ect untenable.  
Furthermore, placing nearly 4 0  billion gallons 
of water within the footprint of these unstable 
earthworks – which are known to be linked to acid 
mine drainage formation –  opens up the possibility 
for even greater ecological degradation and 
human safety risks from flooding down gradient.

V iew from Blackwater Falls State Park,

Big R un Bog

V iew from Lindy Point
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A view of the town of Thomas. You can see the power plant that used to be on what is now 
Sunrise Sanitation.

Stuart Thayer’s childhood was spent in a duplex behind 
the Buxton Landstreet Company Store in Thomas WV. His 
grandparents lived on one side of the house and he his 
parents and sisters lived on the other. 

Blaz Pausek, with the Buxton and Landstreet building and the Davis Coal and Coke 
administrative building in the background.

His grandfather Blaz Pausek was a coal miner, who has 
born in Yugoslavia in 1886. After coming to America, Blaz 
first went to work in the timber industry in North Carolina, 
where he heard about the existing immigrant communities 
and coal mines of West Virginia. He moved to Thomas, and 
worked in the mines for 40 years. 

Yugoslavian was just one of 17 nationalities in Thomas, 
and on some streets you might not even know English was the 
national language. 
Blaz did not let 
his children speak 
Yugoslavian outside 
the house, because 
he wanted them to 
be fully American, 
and he placed a 
small American flag 
on the porch every 
morning. To honor 
his grandfather, 
Thayer now has the 
biggest American 
flag in Tucker 
County flying at his 
Sunrise Sanitation 
site. 

Blaz and Stuart Flag at Sunrise Sanitation
Music was an important cultural touchstone for many 

groups in Thomas, and you could often hear music from the 
town orchestra or small bands rehearsing up in the flats. 
Another old country tradition was wine-making, and the 
batches in progress were kept in the basement, leading to 
an early mishap. When Thayer was 5 he went down to his 
grandfather’s basement and drank some of the “grape juice”, 
falling asleep and worrying his family, who were searching 
for him. 

From the 1880s to the 1950s, coal was extracted from 
numerous deep mines in and around Thomas. In the days 
before mechanization, the work was done with pick and shovel, 
and the coal hauled out by mules. Grandpa Pausek did this 
kind of work.  Sometimes the tunnels were so low that the 

Growing up with Grandpa in Thomas: Stories from Stuart Thayer
Friends of Blackwater is working on a new set of historical markers, including at the Sunrise Sanitation site, which was once home to a coal mine, tipple, machine 
shop, and power plant. As part of our historic research, we got to hear some family stories from Stuart Thayer, the owner and founder of the Sunrise Sanitation.

miners couldn’t stand 
up to work. Miners 
used blasting caps to 
loosen the coal, and 
sometimes kept the 
blasting caps near 
their own homes. 
Rats were fed part of 
the miners’ lunches 
underground. They 
acted like “the 
canary in the coal 
mine”. Rats sensing 
gas that could lead 
to an explosion left 
the tunnels followed 
by the miners if they 
had time. 

An early mine that began on what is today the Sunrise 
Sanitation site was dug back into the hill, running towards the 
town of Davis, and another mine near the site had a main shaft 
that went down 200 feet. 300 men would have worked in the area 
of the Sunrise Sanitation site when the mines were active, and 
a tipple carried coal straight down to the railroad tracks next to 
the North Fork. Some mines in the area ran from Thomas to the 
area of the landfill between Thomas and Davis, and continued on 
past Pendleton Run. Slag and rock from mines was sent across 
the North Fork on a trestle and dumped on the opposite bank. 

Mining was difficult, sometimes dangerous work. Outside 
of disasters like the 
Thomas Number 25 
mine explosion in 
1907, there were 
still many lesser 
occupational injuries 
for workers to worry 
about and Grandpa 
received many 
injuries. Workers 
compensation is a 
relatively modern 

innovation, and 
miners who were unable to work due to illness or injury simply 
didn’t get paid in the early days. Blaz was lucky enough to make a 
deal with a fellow worker and get on the day shift, which allowed 
him to care for his children in the evenings and help his wife, who 
was ill. 

Payday meant going to the Davis Coal and Coke Company 
Engineering Building across from the company store which was 
defended by armed guards, with a machine gun at the third floor 
window. Miners from outlying communities like Pierce, Benbush 

and Douglas would all take 
to the passenger train to 
the Thomas Depot (actually 
located at Coketon) to go to 
the company headquarters, 
or shop at the nearby Buxton 
and Landstreet flagship 
store. The Buxton and 
Landstreet Company was 
a subsidiary of Davis Coal 
and Coke, and sold everything 
from groceries and clothing to furniture and tools. 

The company duplexes where most workers lived were not 
always well-maintained.  Stuart remembers holes in the roof and 
the cold wind blowing through the house.  Before modern safety 

regulations, there 
was a lot of trouble 
for a kid to get into 
in Thomas. As the 
mines gradually 
shut down, 
children explored 
abandoned mines 
and even went 
swimming in water 
that pooled in the 

mine openings. 
While the trains 

were still running, Stuart would hitch a ride from friendly 
engineers, going up the Francis grade to mines above the North 
Fork and then back to the company store. 

Grandpa was Stuart Thayer’s role model for life who inspired 
him to go to college and to start his business. Sunrise Sanitation 
has now operated for 40 years and serves seven counties in West 
Virginia and Maryland, with six recycling centers in Tucker and 
Grant Counties.

A coal mine opening near Thomas

An example of the type of train that would likely have been seen 
near Thomas

Grandpa and Grandma Pausek

Young Stuart

Engineering Building

Stuart in High School
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O n February 26th, the 
nited States ouse 

passed a comprehen-
sive public lands bill that 
included permanent au-
thorization for the Land 
and Water Conserva-
tion Fund L CF . The 
bill also included an 
official designation of 
the Appalachian Forest 
National eritage Area 
in est irginia. The 
Senate had passed the 
same bill on February 
12th. 

All of est irginia s 
congressional delega-
tion supported the bill, 
which had broad, bipar-
tisan support. Thank 
you to est irginia s 
Senators and Repre-
sentatives for support-
ing public lands!  In the 
Senate, it passed 92 to 
, while in the ouse it 

passed 363 to 62. The bill now only needs the president’s signature to 
become law. 

Friends of Blackwater has been keeping a close eye on LWCF reauthori-
zation, including updates on it in some of our emails, and posting about it 
on social media nearly a dozen times last year. We also work as part of the 

est irginians for ublic Lands coalition, and successfully got the town of 
Davis to send a letter in support of L CF to the est irginia congressio-
nal delegation. Thank you to all our members who were engaged on this 
issue and help support our work!

This is a massive bill with many different provisions, most of which are 
beneficial, and permanent authori ation of L CF is a big part of those ben-
efits. est irginia has received 2  million from L CF so far, for over 
500 projects in 54 of our 55 counties. The connector trail from the town of 
Davis to lackwater Falls State ark was purchased with L CF funds, and 
a large part of the funding for the Davis boulder park came from L CF. 

Even after reauthorization, additional legislation will be needed to ensure 
that LWCF receives adequate funding and can continue to support outdoor 
recreation for future generations. O ver the years, funds from LWCF have 
gotten diverted to non-conservation projects, and only once in 50 years 
has the full allocation gone to conservation and recreation projects. 

Following the vote, a spokesman for the LWCF coalition said “Today’s vote 
is a major win for conservation. LWCF’s funding continues to be low and 
erratic, creating uncertainty for landowners, stakeholders and community 
partners that rely on LWCF for multi-phase, highly leveraged projects. 
Our fight will not be over until L CF gets permanent, full and dedicated 
funding.  Friends of lackwater will support bills that can guarantee full, 
dedicated funding to LWCF, and will share opportunities to get involved.

L and and W ater C onserv ation F und State L egisl ature U pdate
We have been watching the West Virginia legislature 

closely for bills related to public lands and outdoor 
recreation. Here is a recap of a few key bills and where 
they stand as we near the end of the legislative session. 

F O B  C ontinues to W ork  on R esponsib l e State 
P ark  F unding

We worked throughout the session to try to provide additional 
funds for state parks by dedicating a small percentage of 
the revenue from the new internet sales tax to parks. After 
last year s fight over logging in state parks, it became clear 
that the park system was facing a serious maintenance 
backlog, and we thought that additional funds might prevent 
the legislature from proposing more misguided solutions , 
like timbering or entrance fees. Despite our best efforts, it 
doesn’t look like this solution will be implemented this year. 

owever, by ne t year there will be better information on 
the impact of the new internet sales tax, and we will be able 
to make a more informed proposal. We will keep working to 
protect and responsibly fund state parks!  

O ff- R oad V ehic l e B il l  H its a R oadb l oc k
SB676 was a surprise bill, originating in the N atural 

Resources committee late in the session. This broadly 
worded bill directed the Division of Natural esources to 
assess roads and trails on est irginia s public lands and 
determine which would be suitable for off road vehicle O  
use, as well as creating a fund for improvements to the O
compatible roads and trails. There were many unanswered 
questions on the bill related to cost and scope, and very 
little time for debate in committee. owever, when the bill 
went to the general Senate, Senators each D Monongalia  
and ardesty D Logan  offered a sweeping amendment 
that removed most of the bill, leaving just improvements to 
mapping of roads and trails. Senators oelfel D Cabell  and 

amilton pshur  also spoke on behalf of the amendment, 
which was adopted 18 to 15. This bill has now passed both 
the Senate and ouse without any additional substantive 
changes.

M ul tipl e Trail  B il l s P roposed
2 2  and S  were two bills this session proposing 

slightly different approaches to accomplishing the same goal 
–  authorizing and setting up a structure for multi-county trail 
networks in est irginia. e were initially most e cited 
about 2 2 , which specifically targeted our part of the 
state, and expressed the hope of connecting trails in north-
eastern est irginia to national trail corridors like the 

reat Allegheny assage. owever, as things turned out it 
was SB317, a more generic bill authorizing any 3 adjacent 
counties to form a trail network and governing structure, that 
was moving faster. As a compromise, SB317 was amended 
to incorporate some of the more specific goals from 2 2 , 
and is on track to easily pass by the end of the session. 

Blackwater Falls State Park
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Friends of Blackwater is combining a 
grant from The N orth Face®  and anoth-
er from the  Department of nviron-
mental Protection to install a series of 
automated water quality monitors with 
help from students and volunteers.  

Automated monitoring systems have 
significant advantages 
over more tradition-
al sampling methods.  
These systems com-
bine one or more sen-
sors, a data recorder 
–  commonly referred to 
as a datalogger –  and, 
when possible, a cel-
lular or radio transmit-
ter to remotely collect 
water quality on a near 
continuous basis.  The 
main issue with these 
systems has been cost 
with complicated sys-
tems costing upwards of  per site  
until recently that is.  

Stroud Water Research Institute has 
developed a D  datalogger called the 
Mayfly.  Magnitudes cheaper than tra-
ditional proprietary dataloggers, the 
Mayfly is a user programmable micro-
processor board that is compatible with 
the popular Arduino  D  software 
used by D  electronics hobbyists.  Al-

though some programming effort is 
required of the user, this will allow us 
to build a sensor station for less than 

,  and e pand upon its capabilities 
as needed over time.  We are excited to 
be implementing this state-of-the-art 
technology on the Blackwater, and we 

will update you as our 
work progresses. 

For now, we’ll be con-
necting a CDT conduc-
tivity, depth, tempera-
ture  sensor to each 
Mayfly and are looking 
into the possibility of 
adding a p  sensor as 
well.  These systems 
will be used to monitor 
Beaver Creek and the 
N orth Fork of the Black-
water River, as well as 
our restoration projects 
as we build and design 

them.  
Friends of Blackwater will be partner-

ing with local high school and college 
groups over the spring to program and 
construct the first set of monitoring 
stations for deployment this summer.  
If you are interested in learning more 
or helping install the stations over the 
summer months, contact our project 
manager at ian@ saveblackwater.org.

U pdate on the B eav er C reek  
W atershed B ased P l an

After 18 months of development, with 
more than a dozen partners, Friends of 
lackwater has completed its first time 

ever Watershed Based Plan for Beaver 
Creek. N ow we will wait for comments 
from the regional A office for final 
approval.  While some changes are ex-
pected, we hope to move forward with 
the restoration strategy laid out in the 
Plan as early as this fall.  In the mean-
time, you can find a copy of the current 
Watershed Based Plan on the Friends 
of Blackwater website for your reading 
pleasure and comment. Thanks to FO B 
staffer Ian Smith for his many hours in 
creating this important document, and 
to FO B supporters who made it possible. 

P rogress C ontinues on N ew M ine D rainage 
Treatment System for N orth F ork

When our engineering team temporarily drained the old Wetland 
Ano ic Limestone Drain ALD  system that was designed to im-
prove water quality on the N orth Fork of the Blackwater River, they 
got some good news. 

The overwhelming majority of the existing limestone is in excellent 
condition and there appears to be no problem in recycling it to use 
in a more modern replacement treatment system, saving both time 
and money while reducing waste.  With any luck we may even have 
some extra limestone that can be used to repair the potholes along 
the rail-trail!

Friends of Blackwater will be working with the U S Forest Service 
and our contracted engineers to finali e the design of the replace-
ment system over the remainder of the spring.  As an added bonus, 
ob edin  lead designer of the new system  has been invited to 

present our pro ect at the  Mine Drainage Task Force conference 
in Morgantown on March 2 th and 2 th.  opefully, the e tra spot-
light will bring some added attention to the restoration work being 
done on the N orth Fork and the importance bringing it back to life. 
Thank you to all the FO B supporters who enable this important work!

F O B  to Train Students in W ater M onitoring

J . R .  C l ifford W eb site R el aunc h
We have just completed our update 

of the J .R. Clifford project website. The 
new site will be a much more useful tool 
for celebrating est irginia s civil rights 
history. e ve fi ed the broken links, 
updated the look, and made changes 
" behind the scenes"  so we can grow the 
site in the future. We hope you enjoy the 
new version of the site, which you can visit 
here. A big thank you goes to elly Mears, 
who worked with us on the site rebuild. Any 
feedback on the site' s new look should go 
to ate Leary kate saveblackwater.org .

Limestone from the old W ALD
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Student: $1 to $19
Adele Cole

Ann Wakeford
Barbara and Albert Yandek

Christian Bonaffon
David Callahan
Diana Masso
Don Spencer
Elaine Sapp

H. John Rogers
Joe and Mary Balassone

Joseph Martin
Karen and Steven Ervin

Karen Ahn
Kelly Bowyer
Kyle Hetzer
Les Wright

Lori Haldeman
Maria Startari-Stegall

Mark Giese
Paul Breitenbach
Stephen Strothers
Teresa McGonigle
Thomas Corrigan 

Tom Prall
Veronica Staron

Senior: $20 to $34
Adam Webster and Kendra 

Hatcher
Alan Dolan
Allison Love
Ann Martin

Barbara Howe
Barry and Sassi Harel

Benton Lee Grimm
Betsy Bassan
Betty W. Hall

Bob and Joy Markley
Bonni McKeown
Carol Jackson

Carol Nix
Cathy Dennler

Charles Karnack
Charlotte Lowe

Craig Sease
Cynthia and David Ellis

Darlene Thompson
David and Alcinda Santonas

David D. Maxwell
David Downs

Dayle and Susan Chapman
Debbie Elaine

Deborah Walsh
Del Parris

Dennis Boyles
Diana Dove

Dianne English
Dick Wolfe

Donald and Barbara Cussins
Doris Frissell

Dr. Donna Martin
Dr. John Stansbury
Dr. Kent Schreiber

Eric Tribbey
Frank Anderson

Fred and Donna Coleman
Gail Berlin

Gertrude Ehrlich
Gina and Mary Griffi th

Harry Peterson
Jack and Donna Carpenter

Jan H. Baker
J.B. Witten

Jean and Rick Farley
Jerome Kay

Jerry and Jean Wagener
Jesse B. Gandee III

Joan and A.H. Belcher Jr. 
Joan Breiding

Joan Sims
Joanie Ellingwood

John and Betty Roberts
John and Karen Bledsoe

John and Jeannine Meszaros
John and Pat Koelbel

John E. Buckey
John Vielkind
Judith Steel

Kaila St. Louis
Kathleen Morotti

Katie Davis
Ken Kaleida and Donna 

Gunther
Letty Limbach
Lewis F. Seibel
Linda Reeves

Liz Leshin
Lois Ludwig

Lydia Garvey
Margaret Trott

Mark D. Leeson

Marlene J. and Charles P. 
Stadler

Marvin and Jane Parsons
Mary Alice and Gerry Milnes

Mary Monge and Steven 
Miracle

Mary Quattro
Michael and Constance 

Schmotzer
Michael R. McCauley

Michael Webb
Mimi Kibler and Alain Kieny

Nancy Spillane
Nathaniel Miller

Nicholas Winowich
Pat Graybeal and Bert Lustig

Patty Snow
Paul Minton

Philip and Evelyn Petry
Ralph and Molly Anderegg

Rebecca Park
Robert and Janice Hardman

Robert Paviour Jr.
Ronald Wilson

Rose Marie Riter
Sally Egan

Samuel J. Burchfi eld
Sandra Knowles
Sargent Cheever

Sharon Durr
Stephen L. and Susan Wellons
Susan S. Sailer and Tom Miles

Terri Sabo
Thomas and Jim Strope

Virginia L. Winston
Waino Tuominen

William G. Wegener
William Moore
Woody Naas

Individual: $35 to $49
Alan and Carol Kuhlman

Alan Rudley
Barbara Tedford

Betty Justice
Betty Schwimmer

Charles Heller
Colleen Leyrer

Denise L. Ferguson
Diana Niskern

Donna Green and Wayde 
Vickrey

Ed Zahniser and Christine 
Deuwel

Elizabeth M. Read
Ernest McDougal

Helen and Lejay Graffi ous
James Yenckel and Sandra 

Lefevre
Jeffrey Payne
Jennifer Balint
Jerry Payne
Jill Hayes

Jo Baily Brown
John H. Hoffman Jr. 

John Milsom
Joseph Vincent

Judith D. Seaman
Karen Fedorov

Kathryn Ortt
Kent Mason

Larry Brent Dadisman
Leah Stern

Lt. Col. (Ret.) David Deterich
Lucy Duff

Mary LaPlante
Michaela Oldfi eld

Nancy Star
Nick Williams

Paul Sheridan and Kathleen 
Fitzgerald

Robert and Mary Lu Latane
Scot and Lisa Meadows

Sharon and Daniel Stevenson
Sharon Frazier

Shirley Vasy
Sigo Falk

Stephen and Brenda Hancheck
Steven Garske

Sue A. Thompson
Susan and Steve McNeill

Thorn Roberts
Walter and Sharon Guinn

Family: $50 to $99
Abe and Pat Levy

Al and Barbara Deynzer
Alice and Bruce Parker

Alice Young
Allen and Karin Altman

Alyssa Hanna
Ann and John Palaitis
April and Jeff Crowe

Barbara Wolfert

Beth Koller
Betsy and Geoff Green

Betty Spear
Bill and Jean Golightly

Bill Weiss
Bob and Maria Thacker

Bob Smythe
Bruce and Andrea Dalton

Bruce and April Debolt
Bruce and Maral Strathearn

Buddy Watkins
Carl Pryor

Carl Shoolman
Charles and Kathryn Conrad
Charles and Nancy Brabec

Charles Yoho
Charles, Donna and Ali Printz

Charlotte Taylor
Chip Chase
Chuck Coole

Claire and Paul Gesalman
Clara and Robert Halfi n

Clark Dixon
Darrell and Marilyn Groves

David and Marge McCutcheon
Delbert Royce

Diana K. Green
Diane Hert

Donna Ford-Werntz
Dorothy M. Guy

Dr. Richard Latterell
Ed Steers

Frances Stewart
Frank and Annette Van Hilst
Franklin and Jennifer Boteler

Gerald Hankins
Gertraud and Caulton Irwin

Gregory Wagner
Harriet R. Dickerson

Helen W. and Neil L. Gibbins
Hullet and Shirley Good

James and Kathryn Morrow
James M. Speicher

James Murray
Jane Seegar
Janice Hall
Jean Bray

Jean Evansmore
Jeb Booth and Simon Lollis

Jim and Melinda Schmitt
Jo Weisbrod

John and Roberta Overholt

Thank you for your support!
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John and Barbara Haynes
John Kovacs

John R. Magan
Jon and Donna Weems

Joseph Vitunic
Joshua Barrett
Josie Merritt

Juliana Serafi n and Albert Liu
Katharine Gregg
Katherine Payne

Kathi and Mac Mestayer
Kathryn Stone
Kathy Warren

Kent and Rosalyn Hedman
Kent Parker

Laura Schmidt
Lawrence Smith

Leslie and Joni Grady
Linda and David Davidson

Lisa C. McIver
Lowell and Terri Markey

Lucy Bell
Margaret Cary Smith

Mark Muse
Marshall and Bunny Jarrett

Mary McPherson
Mary Beard

Mary Robertson
Maureen Comiskey

Maurice Barnett
Megan and William Carlson

Melissa Dragan McCune and 
Melanie Dragan

Michael Arenth
Midge Schrader

Mrs. Anna Belle Mitchell
Nancy Costerisan

Neal Secrist
Oren Kennedy

Patty and John Stealey
Paul and Marjorie Richter
Paul and Marsha Rexrode

Paula Tremba
Perrie Lee Prouty

Rich Rieger and Diana 
Simonton

Richard and Audrey Gray
Richard Butler

Richard Harris and Karen Ford
Rita Ray

Robert and Constance 
Bouchard

Robert and Janet Deal
Robert Coughlin

Robert W. Williams
Rodney Grandon and Lori 

Jones
Roger Calhoun

Roland and Barbara Bergman
Ronald and Sharon Tebben

Ronald Schaefer
Ruth B. Gross
Ruth Brooks

Stephanie and Larry Lowden
Stephen and Elizabeth Lawson

Stephen Koeppen
Susan Breiding 

T. Krolikowski Buck
Todd Stevenson

Toni and William Witzemann
Ursula Nottnagel

Virgil L. Langdon Jr. 
Walter Harbison

Wayne Wolfram and Joseph 
Reynolds

William Styer and Anna Gerig
William and Denise McNeel

William Ridgely 
Wilson Bradburn

Patron: $100 to $199
Alice Rathbone
Allen Belden Jr. 

Ann Payne
Ann Persinger
Anne Aurand

Anne and John Sills
Anne Smith

Barbara and Robert Foster
Barbara J. Bramble

Barbara Quattro
Bea and Cliff Hackett
Beth and Dick Adams

Brent Bailey
Brian Maggied

Carolyn Welcker
Charlotte Allison

Chris and Ralph Bolgiano
Conna Leary
Craig Close

D. McCarty Thornton
Darla Tewell and Fred Sypher
David and Deborah Siegfried

David and Martha Reitman
Dawn Warfi eld and Michael 

Knight
Deatra Markham
Dennis Parsons

Diana Weatherby
Diane Holsinger

Donald and Jeannine Seibert
Donald and Susan Sauter
Doug and Andrea Denton

Doug Johnson
Douglas and Lynn Downs

Dr. James A. Smith
Dr. Sandra Woods

Duane Nichols and Carol Sue 
Miles

Elliot and Nancy Kirschbaum
Eric Glitzenstein

Felix and Elizabeth Lockman
Frank and Bridget Fico

Harlan Wilson
Heidi Kammer

Irma Ullrich
James and Roxanne Rogers
James See and Joan Weber

Jean McDougall
Jean Perfater Pozega

Jeffry and Deborah Hall
Jim Lewis

Jo Ann Barlow
Joan and Tom Kelsch

Joan Golden
John E. Van Luik

Joseph Bush
Judy Williamson

Katherine Lee Avary
Keith Scholtz
Larry Thomas

Lee Paules
Lee Petsonk and Susan Brown

Lewis Hyde and Patricia 
Vigderman

Lillian Giese
Lloyd Obrien

Madison Brown
Marcia Shearer

Maria Becker and Dennis 
Walters

Marianne J. Skeen
Marius Schwartz
Mary Beth Gwyer

Mary Wimmer and T. Anne 
Hawkins

Michael and Joan Schroering
Michael Eckard
Michael Young
Nancy Abrams

Noel and Sarah Pavlovic
Pat W. Kingman

Patricia C. Hopson
Peggy Frankenfi eld

Phyllis H. Law
Richard Losh
Robyn Evans

Ronald and Fran Fulton
Roswell Jones

Russ and Mary Rhoads
Shirley and Cliff Gay

Steve and Marjorie Lewellen
Susan and Donley Studlar

Suzanne Offutt and Michael 
Zagarella

Tim and Amber Farmer
Tom and Paula Stout

Tony Milam
Warren and Peggy McGraw

William Milway

Blackwater Booster: 
$200 to $249

Arthur and Betty G. Evans Jr.
Blair and Sandy Thrush

Bruce Perrone
Catherine Pardee

Charles and Diane Davisson
Cynthia Ashworth
Donald McCloud

Elizabeth McCloskey
Ira Rodd

Jane and Wils Cooley
Kristine and Jerry Jordan
Larry and Becky Starcher
Margaret and Ken Roberts
Robert and Nancy Douglas

Sally F. Davidson
Thomas Stump
Virginia Luster
Wendy Olsson
Wilda Harvit

William and Fran Pope
Yoshine Uchimura

Sustaining Steward: 
$250 to $499
Betty J. Rice

Charles Di Salvo and Kathleen 
Kennedy

David E. Brown
Deborah McHenry and Elaine 

Moore
Harvey and Naomi Cohen

Jon Brooks
Julian Martin

Lawrence Fanning
Marjorie McDiarmid

Mike Leary
Millie and Alan Karlin

Nancy Ruhe
Patrick and Lisa Ward

Richard and Karen Watson
Sandra Staggers

Suzanne and John Maben
Thomas Williams

Trina Leone
William and Francoise Stauber

Crown Jewel Club: $500 to 
$999

Barbara Frierson and Mike 
Harman

Charlie and Sandy Walbridge
Duane and Marianne Alexander

Glenda and Lon Marshall
Jeffrey Justus

John G. Good III and Roberta 
Good

Mary L. Stone
Robert and Lelia Russell

Tanya Hall 

Porte Crayon Society:
 $1000 or more
Amelia McPeak

Annette H. Tanner
Beverly Van Metre

Donna and Carroll Cook
Dr. Florence Kate Millar

Jessie M. Harris
John Huffman

Laura Goff Davis
Linda Butler
Marc Levine

Marie and John Kilcarr
Rafe and Lenore Pomerance

Thank you for your support!
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PAGE 12:  CLIMATE CO N FEREN CE

B ig A ttendanc e for F O B  C l imate C onferenc e
On December , 2 , more 

than 200 people “packed 
the courtroom  at the est 
irginia niversity College of 

Law in Morgantown for Friends 
of Blackwater’s fourth major 
conference on climate change 
issues.  The keynote speaker was 
mily Calandrelli, the Space al,  

a Morgantown native who is both 
an MIT-trained astrophysicist 
and an Emmy-award-nominated 
T  science presenter. 

It was exciting and inspiring 
to see so many people spend 

a Saturday engaging with top scientists to better understand the 
climate crisis and its solutions.  Thanks to all the FO B supporters 
who made this event possible –  and especially to the Appalachian 
Stewardship Foundation and the College of Law’s Center on Energy 
and Sustainability.

It has been an honor for FO B to work with many distinguished 
scientists and educators to help raise public awareness of the 
climate challenge.  Because this issue is not going away, FO B has 

ust founded a new est irginia Center on Climate Change,  
headquartered in Morgantown, to expand this vital educational 
effort.  Logan Thorne, who co-ordinated the Morgantown conference, 
will direct the Center.  

We are very grateful to everyone who attended our conferences, 
and to all our other supporters who participate in our campaigns 
–  it’s you who make this work a success.  If you want to keep the 
momentum going and contribute fi nancially, mark climate change  
on your extra donation -- and it will be matched by an anonymous 
donor!   

And watch this space for news in the coming year of more climate 
change programs.  We can do this!

Tom R odd and keynote speaker Emily Calandrelli FOB wishes 
Mon F� est 

Supervis�  Clyde 
Thompson best of luck 

on his retirement.

Breaking News: Monogahela National Forest 
Rejects Study Permit for Pumped Storage Project




