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Frank Gebhard: 
Watershed Manager & Film Maker

 Hello Friends of Blackwater! My name is Frank Gebhard. I am from 
Bel Air, Maryland. I have been a nature boy since birth, always getting 
muddy catching bullfrogs at the pond on my grandparent’s street. This 
passion for the outdoors followed me throughout my life and evolved into a 
career, with my favorite areas of study being salamanders and carnivorous 
(insect-eating) plants!
 I studied biology at James Madison University in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. I was a member of Dr. David McLeod’s research lab where I ran 
a study comparing the effectiveness of two diets on the crested gecko. I 
graduated in 2015 with a bachelor’s of science in biology. After graduating I 
moved to Pinewood, South Carolina to work as a naturalist/instructor at the 
South Carolina Waterfowl Association’s Camp Leopold where I wrote lesson 
plans and taught school children about the local environment and how to 
enjoy being outdoors.
 During the pandemic I traveled through the Southeast with the goal 
of broadening my knowledge of the animals and plants in the region. I also 
started my own YouTube channel that I used to educate about the 
biodiversity of the region to as broad of an audience as I could despite 
having little contact with people. Check it out at: Frank’s Frugivores on Y
ouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQqZLM_ZRtMZtJvCODPPOPA
 I arrived in Tucker County in August to start with Friends of 
Blackwater. I am very excited about this opportunity and will do my best to 
make the Blackwater Canyon region and watershed a better place. 

Frank Gebhard Hiking.

Samantha Miller: 
Invasive Species Project Director and Volunteer Coordinator
 Hello! My name is Samantha Miller and I 
just moved to West Virginia a couple months ago. 
I am originally from Maryland and graduated from 
Garrett College in McHenry, MD in spring of 2021 
with a degree in Natural Resources and Wildlife 
technology. Throughout my schooling I have 
volunteered with Friends of Blackwater removing 
the invasive plants along the rail trail. I was able 
to be hired by Judy as the botany specialist here 
at FOB.
 I worked at a plant nursery in Maryland for 
four years as an associate and performed many 
different tasks. I then worked at Sang Run State 
Park in summer of 2020 on ground maintenance. 
In summer of 2021 I gained an internship at 
Wetlands Studies and Solutions in Millersville, MD 
to help control and remove invasive species in 
various areas in Cecil County, MD. 
	 When	I	am	not	working	I	find	myself	out	in	
nature, enjoying what Mother Nature has created 
for us. I am an outdoorsy person who loves to go 
on	hikes,	hunt	and	fish	when	the	season	is	in.	I	
also like to make soap and candles after work to 
keep me busy.  I am so happy to be working here 
at FOB knowing I am doing my part in helping the 
environment. 

Samantha by Albert Falls

Appalachian Salamanders At Risk From 
Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans

 The Southern Appalachian Mountains are the 
global salamander biodiversity capital, meaning there 
is a higher number of species here than anywhere else. 
The largest family is called ‘Plethodontidae’ and contains 
many species that are micro-endemic, or have a very 
small native range. One of these species is the Tucker 
County native: Cheat Mountain Salamander, or Pletho-
don netting that can only be found in the red spruce 
highlands of Northeastern West Virginia. 
 Sadly, there is an amphibian pandemic happen-
ing all over the world and it goes by the name of Ba-
trachochytrium salamandrivorans, or chytrid for short. 
Chytrid is a water-born fungi that feeds on the skin of 
amphibians, killing them by thickening their skin, which 
prevents their ability to breathe and balance electro-
lytes.	This	specific	species	of	fungi	is	most	detrimental	
to salamanders and has not yet arrived to the Southern 
Appalachian region. 
 This being said, we do not want this fungi to ar-
rive and destroy this wonderful salamander biodiversity! 
The fungi is spread through the environment by attach-
ing spores to objects and dropping off at new water 
sources, as well as through infected species contacting 
each other. To reduce the risk of accidentally introduc-
ing this fungi into the environment and spreading it, 
never release captive amphibians into the wild (one of 
the main ways chytrid spreads is through the exotic 
pet trade), disinfect boots/nets and equipment when 
changing locations, and do not move native amphibians 
from one location to another. Friends of Blackwater 
brought up our concerns about this to Senator 
Manchin’s Staffer during a conference call to dis-
cuss the Extinction Prevention Act in August. 

Cheat Mountain Salamander

Green Salamander,  Northeast TN

Allegheny Mountain Dusky 
Salamander, Central WV

Atlantic Coast Slimy Salamander,
Central SC

Jordan’s Salamander, Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park NC/TN

Peaks of Otter Salamander,
Blue Ridge Parkway, VA

Pigeon Mountain Salamander,
Northwest GA

Weller’s Salamander,
Southern VA

Yonahlossee Salamander,
NC/TN Border

Shenandoah Salamander,
Shenandoah National Park, VA
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Good Mountain Folks

   Serpentine country road
in the late afternoon,
it was not a safe place
to try to block the way.

But the scruffy young man
in faded shirt and jeans

had stopped his old pick up
in order to protect

an immense box turtle:
as big as a sauce pan,
crawling along the road
speed of cold molasses.
If looks tell truth he was
not the sensitive type,

but the boy had been taught,
as good mountain folks are,

to respect his elders.

   The turtle barely moved.
Not a car came along,

but we both knew one could,
so the young man bent down,

holding it at arm’s length
because old guys can snap
off	the	random	finger,

carried it carefully
across the narrow road
and put it down safely

deep in the weedy berm.
We never spoke, but smiled

through a parting thumbs up,
young man and old woman,
strangers on a back road.
What ever you are told, 

this is who mountain folks are.

	 Candy	Darters	are	a	species	of	small	fish	native	to	the	Gauley,	
Greenbrier, and New River watersheds in Virginia and West Virgin-
ia.	Reaching	a	size	of	only	two	to	three	inches,	these	fish	are	easily	
overlooked.	Once	you	take	a	second	to	dive	in	closer,	these	fish	truly	
live up to their name, sporting deep red-orange and blue all over 
their bodies.  In November 2018, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
listed the candy darter as endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act due to habitat loss and hybridization with the variegated dart-
er.	The	small	fish	are	negatively	impacted	by	sediment	build	up	and	
need rocky-bottomed streams to reproduce. It is estimated that half 
of the populations of Candy Darters have already been lost (U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service Northeast Region, 2021). 
 Things are starting to look up for the Candy Darter. There is 
a captive breeding program that is starting to see a high amount of 
success. White Sulphur Springs National Fish Hatchery, West Virginia 

University, West Virginia Department of Natural Resources, and the 
US	Fish	&	Wildlife	Service’s	West	Virginia	Field	Office	have	all	been	
working towards understanding the biology of the species and even-
tually reintroducing populations into the wild. 
 Any captive breeding/reintroduction project is a massive en-
deavor. The team has been able to successfully breed the Candy 
darter by replicating its natural habitat in a captive setting. They 
have had over 800 eggs laid in captivity with just 17 of those being 
fertilized and seven hatching (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Northeast 
Region, 2021); though this sounds like a small number, it is a huge 
win for the team given the many obstacles to overcome in a project 
like this. The team’s goal for next year is to successfully rear 1,000 
hatchlings and reintroduce them into the New River Basin where they 
belong (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Northeast Region, 2021). A huge 
thank you to everyone who is involved in this project. Work like this 
is extremely important to conserve the wonderful biodiversity of our 
planet.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Northeast Region. (2021, August 4). Signs of breeding suc-
cess are sweet for rare candy darters. Medium. Retrieved September 20, 2021, from 

https://medium.com/usfishandwildlifeservicenortheast/signs-of-breeding-success-are-
sweet-for-rare-candy-darters-389e3c184b21.

Candy Darter 
Breeding Project

By Bonnie Thurston

 We recently contacted Blackwater Bikes in Davis, 
WV for a small interview with owner Eric Cvechko. We 
were curious how Eric and his brother Matt came upon 
the opportunity to purchase Blackwater Bikes. Eric said 
they purchased the tract of land next to the shop and 
then were able to purchase when it went up for sale. The 
two brothers are originally from Phillipi, WV and they 
grew up skiing and mountain biking their whole lives, so 
they aren’t new to mountain sports. We asked if there 
was anything they planned on changing about the bike 
shop and Eric replied “We want to keep it similar, maybe 
add some new products, get more into downhill moun-
tain biking, and possibly offer some running supplies 
too.” 

Blackwater Bikes Has New Owners

Summer Outdoor Events With Friends of Blackwater Recap

 Staffer Cheyenne Carter spent time this past summer teaching kids about fun 
and science on and off the river through Appalachain Expeditions Summer Camp.

Friends of Blackwater hosted several Applachian Conservation Corps Crew 
members this summer to help finish up repairs on the Canyon Rim Trail!

Visit us online at www.saveblackwater.org or reach out to us on social media to find out more about upcoming events!

 Eric says they want to keep the business where it 
is currently due to its close proximity to so much world 
class mountain biking. We were curious when the busiest 
time of year is for the shop and weren’t surprised to hear 
spring to fall are the most popular times to ride. Folks 
still get out to the trails during the colder winter months 
but Eric said people mostly use that time to get repairs 
done on their bikes. If you’re a mountain biker, we highly 
suggest you stop into the shop, they will greet you with a 
smile and help with anything they can!

Eric (pictured left) and Matt (pictured above) Cvechko

 Candy Darter Photo from Joel Sartore/National Geographic
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	 Recently,	Friends	of	Blackwater	has	finalized	a	set	of	7	signs	that	will	be	displayed	on	certain	
buildings along William Avenue in Davis. Each of these signs will explain the history of what each 
respective building was during the heyday of the town, whether or not the builds remain the same, 
have changed over time, or are no longer standing. Whether it’s the Town Hall or the 
Blackwater Hotel, we believe understanding the rich heritage of this once-prosperous town— for 
both visitors and local residents alike— is an important part of telling the story of Tucker County 
for all to appreciate. These signs were created by David Vago, who also did the signs that are cur-
rently part of the Blackwater Rail Trail, as well as the historical timber signs standing in Davis Riv-
erfront Park.
	 In	addition	to	these	signs,	there	is	an	exhibit	on	the	second	floor	of	the	Buxton	&	Landstreet	
Gallery for anyone who wishes to see all the work that David Vago has done for us. This exhibit 
has been going on since the 14th of August and will continue to be displayed until the end of Oc-
tober. Along with that, there is also a virtual tour created by our new Executive Assistant, Frank –
Gebhard, that will be displayed on our website!

New Historic Signs Coming to William Avenue!
By: Alicia Erjavec
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 Many people are not aware of the substantial and 
courageous history and heritage of people in the Allegh-
eny Highlands who have black African ancestry.  Friends 
of Blackwater’s J. R. Clifford Project has been proud and 
honored to help celebrate this heritage -- including the 
story of the Tucker County schoolteacher Carrie Williams 
and her attorney John Robert Clifford, who won a 
landmark civil rights case in the 1890s for students at 
the Coketon Colored School.  
  Lately we have been learning more of this 
history and heritage -- which includes the Barmer 
family	of	Davis,	West	Virginia.	The	first	Barmer	to	come	
to Tucker County was Reverend Peter Absalom Barmer, 
who was born in 1885 in Boykins, VA, raised in 
Seaboard, NC, and moved to Tucker County to work in 
the	newly-developed	coalfields.		By	the	time	he	was	30,	
Reverend Barmer was the minister at the Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church in Davis, having received his ordination in 
1914. He died in 1969 at the age of 84 and is buried in 
the Davis Cemetery with his wife Susie.
 His son Eugene (Gene) was born in 1907 and 
attended the Charles Sumner Colored School in Davis. 
Report	cards	show	Gene	was	in	the	fifth	grade	in	1917,	
taught by Mrs. Claudia Willis. Gene attended college for 
a year and worked in the mines for a time.  The family 
has a copy of a layoff notice he received from the mines 
in 1947 from mine 39 -- because “the north main worked 
out.”  He also worked for Jim Meyers at Meyer Motors 
in Davis and at the West Virginia correctional facility for 
boys; and he coached local baseball teams. Gene had 
two children, Betty Barmer Scott (deceased) and Peter 

Black Heritage in the Highlands -- 
the Barmer Family of Davis, West Virginia

 We at Friends of Blackwater are proud to have 
known and had the support of John Kennedy Bailey 
and Sean Patrick McGinley, whose lives were cut 
short this year in tragic accidents. Sean and John 
were heroic in their vocations and exemplary in their 
personal lives.  West Virginia has suffered a great 
loss in their passing.  We send our love and compas-
sion to their families, and we are rededicated to the 
causes they championed.  They would want nothing 
less.
 Sean McGinley was the son of law professor 
Pat McGinley, who inspires our work for environmen-
tal protection in West Virginia.  Sean was a court-
room champion for a free press and won many im-
portant victories for the public’s right to know.  
 John Bailey, son of former State Treasurer Lar-
ry Bailey, was a community development sparkplug 
and city councilman who helped protect the Blair 
Mountain	battlefield	and	played	a	key	role	in	reveal-
ing corruption in West Virginia’s judicial system.

In Memory of John Kennedy Bailey & Sean Patrick McGinley

Nicholas P. Rumsey
(1946-2021)

By Monica S. Rumsey

	 When	Nicholas	Rumsey	and	I	first	visited	Canaan	
Valley on a ski trip in 1985, he had a good run. Born in 
Buffalo, New York, Nick had skiied since he was prob-
ably just 3 years old. He always loved the great out-
doors. Nick had just met me, his future wife, Monica 
Hamm, after moving to Richmond, Virginia, and we went 
to Canaan to ski with friends. In summer, we took our 
sons camping, and eventually bought land in the valley, 
planning to build a home in our wild, wonderful escape. 
Though that dream never materialized, we kept coming 
back. We drove up from Richmond for a public-comment 
meeting to support the proposed Canaan Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge, wrote letters to senators and governors 
to	support	protection	for	the	endangered	flying	squirrel,	
and against mountaintop removal mining and expanded 
logging in the Blackwater forests. Nick was a pioneer at 
heart,	a	veteran,	a	fine	woodworker,	and	a	loving	father	
and husband. When he was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s 
disease in October 2019, the last place he wanted to visit 
was Canaan Valley. Ever in our hearts.

Remembering Mark Payne 
 Mark Payne, a strong advocate for Blackwater Falls 
State Park, passed away in September of 2019.  Mark’s 
life expressed “localism” – another term is “place-based” 
–	as	a	spiritual	and	cultural	formation.	As	Program	Offi-
cer for the West Virginia Humanities Council, Mark took 
pride in bringing lectures, speaker tours, traveling exhib-
its, and other programs statewide -- to celebrate all that 
makes West Virginia special.  As a musical artist, Mark 
played stellar banjo and guitar with many legendary tra-
ditional West Virginia musicians. He appeared on more 
than two dozen recordings with such Mountain State 
greats as Woody Simmons, Elmer Bird, Wilson Douglas, 
Glen Smith, and Bobby Taylor; and as a member of the 
old-time bands Gandydancer and the High Ridge Ram-
blers, and the bluegrass group Goldrush.  
 Mark was an advocate for West Virginia’s state 
park system – and especially Blackwater Falls State Park 
and Greenbrier State Forest, where he and his wife Lois 
spent many happy times together.   Through the human-
ities, art, music, and culture, Mark greatly enriched the 
lives of others.

Edward Barmer.  Gene died in 1990 and is buried in Davis 
beside his wife, Elaine Green Barmer.
 
 Gene’s son Peter (Pete) Barmer was born in Da-
vis in 1944.  Pete attended the Coketon Colored School 
through 4th grade, because the Davis Colored School had 
closed -- until West Virginia public schools were integrat-
ed in 1954 based on the Brown vs. Board of Education 
ruling.  Pete was a well-known high school athlete in 

basketball and football. He attended West Virginia State 
University, as did his sister Betty.  After college Pete 
served in the Air Force and worked as a welder; he was 
employed by Montgomery Ward and several fabrication 
companies.  He retired from Cox Farms in Virginia and 
lives with his wife Mary Quattro in Manassas.  Their son 
Aaron Quattro Barmer lives in Staunton, Virginia.  Pete 
and Mary have one grandson, Absalom, age 19.

Gene & Elaine at  WV State

Mary, Pete and Aaron

Sean Patrick McGinley John Kennedy Bailey

Rev Peter Absalom Barmer ordained in Davis WV 1914 at Mt Zion Baptist Church

What a great family 
story! Thanks to the 
Barmer family for 
sharing this 
information.  And 
thanks to the Friends 
of Blackwater 
supporters who help 
us discover and 
report this kind of 
information about our 
Highlands Heritage!
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The “Roadless Rule” Has Protected National Forests Since 2001 – 
Why Is the Monongahela National Forest Undermining It?

 In January of 2001, President Clinton issued the 
“Roadless Area Conservation Policy Directive, called the 
“Roadless Rule.”  The Rule limited logging, roadbuild-
ing, and coal, gas, oil, and other mineral leasing in more 
than 58 million acres of the wildest remaining undevel-
oped National Forest land.
 The “Roadless Rule” was the direct result of a 
tremendous outpouring of public support. More than 
600 public hearings were held around the nation, 
and the public provided more than 1.6 million com-
ments favoring the Rule — more comments than 
any other rule in the nation’s history. And thanks to 
that public outpouring, for more than 20 years the Road-
less Rule has served our National Forests and country 
well, protecting rare species and habitat and our most 
valuable forest ecosystems.  
 However, a major assault on the Roadless Rule 
began under the Trump Administration. To point to just 
one example -- right here in the Highlands -- the For-
est Service is now proposing to conduct major 
commercial logging of older-growth trees (80-120 
years old) in Roadless-Rule-protected areas of 
the Monongahela National Forest.  This proposal is 
a travesty.  Especially at a time when we are declaring 
iconic species to be extinct, we must protect the old-
er-growth forest and its habitat for species at risk, like 
“Ginny” the West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel.
 Older-growth trees in the Mon – robust oaks, 
poplars, maples, and more -- have many decades, (even 
centuries) of productive life and growth ahead of them.  
These forest giants’ wide leafy canopies shade the forest 
floor,	cool	high	mountain	streams,	and	create	habitat	
for rare wildlife.  Perhaps most importantly in the era of 
global warming, the Monongahela National Forest’s 
maturing tree stands are a natural climate solution 
– because they remove the largest quantities of danger-
ous carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 
 As pointed out in the accompanying excerpts from 
Friends of Blackwater’s and the Wilderness Society’s 
public comments to the Forest Service, the USFS’s old-
er-growth-logging plans for the Mon Forest must 
be reconsidered, and redrawn to comport with the 
law and the science. 

We, you, the public, own these forests.  We need to 
show how WE think that OUR public land should be man-

aged! 
ACT NOW: Sign Our Petition to Stop Logging In the 
Gauley Mt. Roadless Area today: On our website:  

https://saveblackwater.org or send us your name 
by e-mail to frank@saveblackwater.org

Flying Squirrel Photographed by Kevin Pattersonusing game cam

 Following are excerpts from public comments by 
FOB and our friends at the Wilderness Society, about a 
pending Forest Service Draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA).  The EA is for a logging plan that the Forest Service 
has (ironically) named the “Upper Elk Ecological Resto-
ration Project.”. Thanks! to our supporters who make it 
possible for Friends of Blackwater to mobilize law and sci-
ence professionals to deliver comments like these.  With 
your	support,	we	will	continue	to	fight	for	a	legal	and	
scientific	approach	to	forest	management!

Excerpt from Wilderness Society Comments 

 [T]he impact of the proposed actions on [the West Virginia North-
ern Flying Squirrel] is barely addressed, other than to claim it would be 
temporary. Many of the effects on habitat characteristics would be far 
from temporary. Stand age and structure would take decades to recover. 
The impacts of the machinery and tree removal that would be required 
by the proposed actions might be temporary from the standpoint of the 
machinery being present and actions occurring within a short time span, 
but their impacts on WVNFS and other species could be profound. 
“Widespread timber cutting and wildlife opening creation go against the 
intent of the RACR. ... Timber harvest or removal is only allowed in very 
specific	and	narrow	circumstances;	and	is	‘expected	to	be	infrequent’	and	
limited to ‘generally small diameter timber’ -- a far cry from the project 
proposal of massive timber cutting of relatively large trees across large 
swaths of the entire roadless area.”

Excerpts from Friends of Blackwater Comments 

 “The Preliminary EA’s discussion of climate change has substantial 
gaps and mistakes; to proceed further without addressing those gaps and 
mistakes would be improper. The Preliminary EA does not conduct any 
carbon accounting for the proposed activities, much less an accounting 
that is rooted in current science. . . . There is no discussion of the effect 
of the proposed logging on the actual ongoing, current carbon sequestra-
tion of the existing trees in the proposed project area – both taken alone 
and taken in combination and in cumulative impact with other similar 
projects.
 “The squirrel uses a much broader habitat than just the portion 
of the forest with red spruce. They use northern hardwoods for travel 
corridors, especially very large old trees. They also consume red maple, 
stripped maple, beech, birch, serviceberry, oak, hemlock and blueber-
ry, as well as large amounts of lichen found on older trees.  Removing 
large older trees from the forest in WVNFS habitat will remove these food 
sources and corridors for travel.”

Dismay at Upper Cheat Timber Project on the MON
Written by John Coleman

The Forest Service has proposed approximately 120 
“even-aged hardwood regeneration” cuts totaling 3,500 
acres. When I was a kid they were called “clear-cuts;” 
now they are called “even-aged regeneration.”  A new 
name, the same action, removal of all the trees over 
many acres. 
 Over 50 years ago our father bought this farm 
and let his kids out the back door to roam the deeply 
forested surrounding hills.  We have kept the farm go-
ing with the help of generous neighbors and by pooling 
the efforts of the whole family. It has been a struggle 
of love, with hay making, nursing calves and rebuilding 
the barn. 
	 My	childhood	memories	are	filled	with	long	hikes	
along narrow forest trails to points unknown, only to 
stumble upon someone else’s farm, or an old root cellar 
overgrown by towering oaks. Fragmentation of the for-
est by industrial logging roads in the 1980s and clear-

cuts in the 1990s broke that spell of endless forest, and 
made our creek run swollen and muddy.  
 The National Forest’s “Hogback Project,” removed 
hundreds of acres of mature forest near us and destroyed 
some of those forest paths of our childhoods, removing 
huge trees on very steep slopes. From our farm, the side 
of Close Mountain looks like a vertical golf course, criss-
crossed with the brown scars of skidder roads. 
 Now the Forest Service is planning another round 
of clear-cutting.  Comments put together by my family 
and our neighbors on the Forest Service proposal can be 
found at:

https://app.box.com/s/rex71wv0v58defszudewbwyo7us26345. 
 Our comments focus on protecting water, protect-
ing and creating habitats for mature forest species, stor-
ing carbon in our forests, and considering the project as 
a landscape of private and public lands.  
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	 Our	filmmaker,	Frank,	has	been	
working on a video series showcasing 
the Blackwater Canyon for our State of 
the River project. One of these videos 
highlights the beautiful waterfalls and 
cascades along the Blackwater River and 
the North Fork Blackwater River. Frank 
hiked out to seven waterfalls and a few 
cascades over the course of a month 
to get the shots for the video. We have 
posted it on our YouTube channel ‘Friends 
of Blackwater’. The video is titled ‘WEST 
VIRGINIA WATERFALLS!!! | Exploring the 
Blackwater Canyon’; search that on 
YouTube to view!

Waterfalls of the Canyon Video 


