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Meet Friends of Blackwaters’ New Heritage Vista Member
Alicia Erjavec!
 Hello, Friends of Blackwater supporters. My name 
is Alicia Erjavec. I grew up in Clarksburg and graduated 
from Robert C. Byrd High School in 2015. This past De-
cember I graduated from Fairmont State University with 
a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and a minor in 
Folklore Studies.
 At Fairmont State I worked on the Appalachian 
Teaching Project (“ATP”), which is an applied research 
training program for college students in Appalachia to 
design economic development initiatives for their com-
munities. The goal was to design and lead research proj-
ects in Appalachian communities in order to address the 
challenges that are currently going on in their respective 
region.
 I worked with supervisors Lynette Swiger of Fair-
mont State and Connie Boggs of Monongah Elementary, 
with two other students, Christina Satterfield and Garret 
Wilson, learning about the coal towns of Marion County 
and the tri-state area, and about the rail trail that goes 
through Fairmont.  At the end of the course, we traveled 
to Washington D.C. for a press confernce, presenting 
our work to other student delegations, the leaders of the 
Appalachian Regional Commission, and the community 
leaders of the ATP.

 In 2019 the Vandalia Heritage Foundation was 
awarded a multipartner grant from the WV State His-
toric Preservation Office, in collaboration with the City 
of Thomas and Friends of Blackwater, to repair the Engi-
neering Building located across the street from our office.  

 Now that work has begun. In the first phase of 
work, the focus is to repair structural issues in the base-
ment and first floor, and to stabilize the building. Luckily, 
the second and third floors have significantly less dam-
age thanks to a previous roof and window replacement. 
The long-term goal for the building is to turn this historic 
former center of industry into a mixed-use building that 
will support economic development and heritage tourism. 
Stay tuned for photos and updates of the restoration’s 
progress!

Davis Coal & Coke Company Building Restoration Underway

Alicia, our New Vista!

Members of the resotration project tearing up floors in the Engineering Building.

The opportunity to work as an Americorps VISTA for 
Friends of Blackwater came through my old advisor at 
Fairmont State, and seeing that it was similar to what I 
did for the ATP, I couldn’t pass up the chance.  I am hap-
py to be able to continue making a difference for the wild 
and wonderful state of West Virginia.

Frank Unger and crew working outside of the Engineer Building.
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Thanks to everyone who joined us 
July 16th for “Shootout at the Depot” – 

Our online illustrated lecture
How a 19th Century Tucker County Gunfight Became a 
National News Sensation, and Pitted Neighbor Against 

Neighbor!
 
 Between Zoom registrants and Facebook attend-
ees, we had over 50 people attend the live stream of this 
event, and we’re excited to share a recording of the full 
presentation on our website, saveblackwater.org. Please 
watch and share this video with anyone you think may be 
interested. Thanks again to Tom Rodd for presenting this 
educational and entertaining presentation, to the West 
Virginia Humanities Council for sponsoring the event, and 
to everyone who attended the event or watched the
recording.

Have you visited the 
Thomas City Park trails lately? 

 Join FOB watershed project manager Emmie Cor-
nell and WV Land Trust Forester Amy Cimerolli on Octo-
ber 17th at 10 AM for a guided hike through the Thomas 
trails and learn a little bit more about native plants, for-
est ecology, the Sand Run wetland, and FOB’s ongoing 
and future plans for the Blackwater watershed! 
 The Davis Jr. loop trail is a family friendly trail 
about 3.5 miles long and winds along Thomas Lake, into 
hemlock groves blanketed in ferns, under color changing 
hardwoods, through rhododendron thickets, and access-
es the Sand Run wetland, an important ecological feature 
of the North Fork watershed. It can get muddy and rocky 
in places, so wear your good hiking boots and bring the 
whole family!

Email emmie@saveblackwater.org 
or call (304)345-7663 with any questions.

Thanks to everyone who joined us for
August’s Coke Oven Clean-up!

 To all the dedicated volunteers, and a special thanks 
to Gavin Hale, Forest Service archeologist, for assisting 
in our Coke Oven Clean-up on August 15th, during the 
rain-  THANK YOU. 
     These ovens have interpretive signs, benches, and 
a bike rack, but have become so overgrown with vege-
tation that threatens to cover them up and weaken the 
structural integrity of these historic structures. We were 
able to remove invasive species, prune the surrounding 
vegetation and make the area more inviting for visitors. 
 Are you interested in similar types of events? Em-
mie has started a project funded by the National Forest 
Foundation tagging and removing invasive species along 
the Blackwater Rail Trail.  Turn to page 6 for more info!

- visit us online at saveblackwater.org or find us on facebook for information on more local events -
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Fun and Science on the River with Appalachian Expeditions 

 Appalachian Expeditions, a local outdoor educa-
tional nonprofit, invited me to join them during two “Wild 
Day Camp” sessions on July 30th and August 13th, to ex-
plore the Blackwater River above the falls with their 5-8 
year old campers. We packed up nets, magnifying glass-
es, macroinvertebrate identification guides, and plenty of 
goldfish (the snack food not the creature itself) to fuel 
our adventures -- and headed out to the River to look for 
aquatic critters which we used to rank the health of the 
water. 
 We had such fun turning over rocks, using mag-
nifying glasses to count legs and look at tiny gills, figur-
ing out the differences between macroinvertebrates, and 
working as a group to identify the critters that we were 
finding. We found hellgrammites, crayfish, stonefly lar-
vae, water pennies, mayfly larvae, freshwater sculpins, 
flatworms, midge fly larvae, clams, caddisfly larvae, and 
right-handed snails. Such incredible diversity!  Many of 
these macroinvertebrates, classified as “class one,” can 
only live in clean, very healthy water, including the stone-
fly larvae and water pennies. Others like the crayfish and 
clams can handle moderately polluted water; and some, 
like midge fly larvae, can live in nearly any quality of wa-
ter, as long as the pH isn’t too high or low. The kids found 
a high number of “class one” critters -- so our conclusion 
was that we were wading through healthy water!  Great 
news for the day.

Emmie Cornwell,  with Appalachian Experdition camper’s playing in the water, identifying macroinvertebrates, testing water quality on the Blackwater River. 

This is a special THANK YOU to all FOB supports for 
making these sorts of programs possible with their 

generous donations. Donate today at:
www.saveblackwater.org/donate/

 The Endangered Species Coalition is a national ef-
fort each year to mobilize concerned citizens to tell elect-
ed officials to support and protect the Endangered Spe-
cies Act (“ESA”).  This year Friends of Blackwater helped 
organize West Virginians on calls with Senators Manchin 
and Capito’s offices on August 20th, to express our sup-
port for the ESA and sent over 100 signatures from you 
on a petition requesting our WV Senators to make a re-
newed commitment to protect the ESA. Retired WVU pro-
fessor and Elisa High joined us on these calls and voiced 
her support for the robust protection of the ESA.
 The Endangered Species Act is a critical environ-
mental law, responsible for saving both iconic American 
species like the bald eagle, and local favorites like “Gin-
ny” the West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel. 99% of 
the species listed under the Act have been saved from 
extinction, and it receives wide popular support. Unfortu-
nately, the ESA has seen many bills and riders introduced 
in the past couple of years proposing to “reform” the Act, 
usually with a lower standard of protection and no basis 
in science. The Union of Concerned Scientists recently 
warned that the Endangered Species Act “is itself endan-
gered.”

Stop Extinction Challenge

Thank you, Appalachian Expeditions, for hosting a great 
camp program that helps kids explore their public lands! 
They offer expeditions and adventures for all ages and 
levels of experience. While this year’s programs are over, 
check them out for your Summer 2021 plans! 

BY EMMIE CORNELL
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Injection Well Approved
 FOB& FOC to Monitor Site

 Friends of Blackwater is disappointed to inform you 
that the Pillar LLC permit for the underground injection 
well next to Horseshoe Run has been reissued for an 
additional 5 years.
 Thanks to everyone who participated in opposing 
this permit.  More than 50 people attended the public 
hearing; 32 people submitted official comments; and an 
overwhelming 1810 people signed a petition objecting to 
the continued underground well waste disposal.
 FOB is adopting the role of “watchdog” as the “Eyes 
of Horseshoe Run.” Friends of the Cheat is amping up 
their monitoring of Horseshoe Run, with the help of FOB 
volunteer Debbie McHenry. We can still hold Pillar and the 
WVDEP Office of Oil and Gas accountable, if Horseshoe 
Run is impacted.

Send information/photos to:
outreach@saveblackwater.org 

with the subject line: Pillar Well. 
(Please do not trespass!)

North Fork Active Treatment 
Design Underway

 Friends of Blackwater has entered into a contract 
with the company “BioMost” to design a water treatment 
site that will restore the North Fork of the Blackwater Riv-
er. The next step will be meetings with BioMost and DEP 
engineers who have designed similar treatment sites, to 
make sure that the design is compliant with DEP require-
ments and that as much acid mine drainage pollution as 
possible will be captured and treated.
 This project is the result of over 15 years of regular 
water monitoring, with the help of some great volunteers, 
countless hours of grant writing, dozens of watershed-re-
lated educational events, and years spent convincing the 
DEP to take action to remove the North Fork of the Black-
water from the “impaired waterway” list.  
 This is a huge project that will capture AMD pollu-
tion from many sources. We anticipate having a finalized 
design in April 2021, which will be given to the DEP to 
construct. Friends of Blackwater gives a big shout out 
to everyone who has supported this effort.   Thanks and 
stay tuned!An Active treatment site near Albright, West Virginia.

The undergrounds injection well site next to Horseshoe Run.

Keystone NPDES Update

 The Keystone Surface Mining online public hearing 
is over, but the fight for clean water never ends! A Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit is required whenever water is discharged from 
a stationary pollution source, into waters of the United 
States. In this case, the NPDES permit is needed because 
the Keystone permit site has 5 discharge points, all en-
tering Beaver Creek. The draft of this NPDES permit for 
the Keystone site was released in June.
 Friends of Blackwater has reviewed the draft and 
submitted official comments, as this discharge could harm 
many aquatic plants and animals that live downstream of 
this mining site. We consulted with trout stream special-
ists, partners working in the Watershed, and drew from 
our own knowledge of Beaver Creek and water quality to 
help protect this Blackwater tributary to the best of our 
ability. 194 individual FOB supporters signed a petition 
requesting a public hearing and demanding that Beaver 
Creek be redesignated as a trout stream so that it re-
ceives the protection it deserves. The WVDNR is planning 
a series of stream surveys later this fall. Our hope is that 
they find enough trout, to make a case for this stream 
reclassification.
 Now that Beaver Creek is restored to a level that 
can support trout we argued for this NPDES permit to 
only allow Keystone to discharge high quality water into 
Beaver Creek.

BY EMMIE CORNELL
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National Forest Foundation Rail Trail Botanical Restoration

 Friends of Blackwater was recently awarded a 
grant from the National Forest Foundation to begin the 
Blackwater Rail Trail Botanical Restoration project. Today, 
on the Blackwater Canyon Rail-Trail, non-native “invasive 
species” like autumn olive, stilt weed, multiflora rose, 
garlic mustard, Tartarian honeysuckle, and Japanese bar-
berry are choking out native plants like milkweed, an es-
sential host for migrating Monarch butterflies.
 The goal of the Rail Trail Restoration is to help re-
move many of the worst invasive species- those that 
present the most harm to native plants and animals- and 
replant the area with beneficial native species, many of 
which will be grown from seeds collected from existing 
native plant populations! This restoration won’t be possi-
ble without the help of volunteers and since all the tasks 
will be completed outside or at your home, exposure to 
COVID-19 will be minimal. If you have any questions feel 
free to email emmie@saveblackwater.org for more info. 

Examples of Invasive Species
Volunteer Pam assisting with invasive species removal over the summer. 
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 On June 24, 2020, 2,691.31 acres of land were 
sold from Allegheny Wood Products (“AWP”) to a compa-
ny called Scenic Vistas, LLC.  This is the land that AWP 
owns in the Blackwater Canyon (when you look down the 
Canyon from Lindy Point, a lot of what you see is their 
private property). 
 The transaction appeared to have taken place very 
quickly raising big concerns with local residents. Cory 
Chase, Heart of the Highlands director and candidate for 
WV House District 53, brought this to our attention and it 
immediately raised some red flags. Did AWP find a way to 
skirt around the development and logging limitations set 
forth by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)? What 
did this sale mean for the environmental protections in 
place? What does this mean for many endangered, listed, 
rare and unique animals that call the Blackwater Canyon 
home? Would this ruin the view of the beautiful Blackwa-
ter Canyon? 
 Our team immediately made a call to USFWS to 
make sure that no protections would disappear with this 
sale and were assured that all natural resources and 
Blackwater critters would be protected. This new land-
owner would still be prohibited from developing or log-
ging without a permit. After initiating these phone calls 
we discovered that the owner/present of Scenic Vistas, 
LLC is the son of the current president of AWP. We sur-
mised that this land sale was to make sure that the land 
stayed in the family, not necessarily a plan for future 
development.

Canyon Ownership Changes  Start planning your next hike on the Blackwater 
Canyon Rim and Limerock Trails, because they are get-
ting a major “face lift” by an Appalachian Conservation 
Corps trail crew -- and these trails are looking great! 
 The ACC crew is improving drainage and clearing 
the trail corridor on both Canyon Rim and Limerock trails.  
Gone are the days of mucking through with soggy socks, 
fighting dense mountain laurel thickets, and emerging 
with scratched legs! 
 Friends of Blackwater has worked with Dr. Tom Pau-
ley and the Forest Service to secure permissions to com-
plete this trail work because we know that the threatened 
Cheat Mountain salamander has been found in the forest-
ed areas around these trails. The trail crew will be avoid-
ing any suspected habitat so that not a single threatened 
salamander will be harmed during this trail improvement.
 There will be plenty of good hiking weather this au-
tumn -- so check out these trails, with funding from the 
WV DOT and thanks a million to the ACC crews for their 
wonderful work!

CONSULTANT PICKED FOR 
LOOP TRAIL

Blackwater Canyon Trail 
Improvements Underway

 Friends of Blackwater 
has selected Civil & Envi-
ronmental Consultants, Inc. 
(CEC), a Bridgeport-based 
company, to design and 
manage the new Blackwa-
ter River Loop Trail.  Jim 
Christie will lead CEC’s 
team of landscape archi-
tects, engineers, and sci-
entists.  Jim earned his 
Landscape Architecture 
degree from West Virginia 
University before moving 
to Vail, Colorado to begin 
his career.  In Colorado he 
gained recognition for such 

projects as the Betty Ford Alpine Garden (the highest 
botanical garden in the US) and international projects 
like La Estancia de Cafayate, a resort in Argentina. 

 Jim has a passion for recreational planning and 
recreation as an economic engine.  He has worked 
on trail-related projects in Kanawha, Fayette, Wood, 
Ritchie, Doddridge, Harrison, Marion, Cabell, and Lew-
is Counties in WV, in Garrett and Alleghany Counties in 
Maryland, and on the Great Allegheny Passage in Penn-
sylvania. Jim is a past Chair of the WV Council of Trout 
Unlimited, and spends free time fishing Tucker County 
streams for brook trout. 
 Jim Christie states, “Tucker County holds a spe-
cial place in my heart.  My parents owned an A-Frame 
cabin there and taught me my love for the West Virgin-
ia mountains.  Blackwater Falls is where I proposed to 
my wife.” He believes that the Blackwater River Loop 
Trail will be more than a trail -- it will be an exciting 
new connection between the two historic West Virgin-
ia towns, Thomas and Davis. Linking destinations such 
as Douglas Falls, Pase Point, and Blackwater Falls State 
Park -- the Blackwater River Loop Trail will become a 
destination in its own right. Welcome, Jim Christie!
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New Historic Timber Industry 
Signs for Davis City Park

 New signage will be posted along the riverbank of Davis City Park explor-
ing the importance of the town’s rich history revolving around the lumber and 
timber industries in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
 The Davis region was sparsely populated until the arrival of the lum-
ber industry late in the nineteenth century, spurred by Henry Gassaway Davis 
and the railroad. Although there were a succession of sawmills, owners, and 
names, Jacob L. Rumbarger, a cabinetmaker from Indiana, started the first one 
in 1886. This mill, and those that followed, processed cut timber along much of 
the Blackwater River, in Canaan Valley, along Beaver Creek, on Canaan Moun-
tain, the Blackwater Manor Tract, Cabin Mountain, and Backbone Mountain. The 
Rumbarger mill was followed by the Albert Thompson’s Blackwater Boom and 
Lumber Company, then the Babcock Lumber and Boom Company, which began 
operation in 1907.
 During the Babcock mill’s 17 years of operation, it sustained one contin-
uous nine-year stretch without an idle day. It operated two sawmills in Davis: 
one for hardwoods and the other for softwoods. 38 years of large scale lumber-
ing ended in Davis when the Babcock mill closed; the plant was said to have 
manufactured 856,985,714 board feet of lumber. Several histories indicate that 
the several lumber companies produced well over a billion board-feet of lumber, 
which was more than enough to build over 100,000 homes.
 Friends of Blackwater hopes to have the new signs installed in Davis City 
Park in October. They will also be on view on our website. Thanks for your sup-
port which made these historic markers possible.
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Stay involved and informed on important projects in the 
Monongahela National Forest by signing up to receive 

email updates at 

www.saveblackwater.org!

Friends of Blackwater 
was founded in 2000 to 
protect the 10,000 acre 
Blackwater Canyon in 
Tucker County, WV. We 
have grown into a vibrant 
multi-issue conservation 
organization, with proj-
ects across the Allegheny 
Highlands region. Pro-
tecting the Blackwater 
Canyon remains a core 
FOB mission.

The Canyon is 
home to rare and endan-
gered species like “Gin-
ny”, the WV Northern fly-
ing squirrel. Our scientific experts and supporters work 
to protect creatures like “Ginny” across the Highlands. 
The Canyon’s unique Blackwater Rail Trail, bridge, mine 
portals, and train stations exemplify the rich history and 
heritage of the Highlands. The Canyon embodies excit-
ing Highlands outdoor recreation-- from trout fishing, 
whitewater kayaking, and family-friendly mountain trails 
to scenic views like Lindy Point and Olson Fire Tower.

Other Achievements

56.7 miles of waterways adopted 
17.6 miles of trails improved
16 historic interpretive signs 

5,070 public comments
5409 email subscribers
5098 facebook followers

6000 newsletters per year

Grant Support

Appalachian Stewardship Foundation • ASTROV • Clif-
bar Family Foundation • The Dunn Foundation • The 
Dayton Foundation • Patagonia • Purple Lizard Maps 

Preservation Alliance • Sierra Club • Southern Partners 
Fund •  Tucker County Cultural District Authority • WV 

DEP • West Virginia Humanities Council • WVU Law 
School • WV Stream Partners Program  



   October 2020     Page 11

 Friends of Black-
water is enormously sad 
to learn that Dr. Wayne 
Spiggle of Mineral Coun-
ty, West Virginia died on 
Friday, July 31, 2020.  
He was a great support-
er we were proud to call 
him a friend.  He was 
dedicated to his family, 
medicine, agriculture, 
and environmental pro-
tection and served all 
with passion and honor.
 Wayne was born in 
1934 in the Town of Da-
vis in Tucker County, 
and attended Berea Col-
lege, where he received a B.A. degree in agriculture. He 
entered medical school at West Virginia University and 
studied at the Medical College of Virginia.  Wayne and 
his wife Betty owned and operated a beef cattle farm in 
Short Gap. He was named Farmer of the Year in 1982 by 
the Mineral County Soil Conservation Committee, and 
outstanding district tree farmer in 1983 by the West 
Virginia State Forestry Department.

 Wayne was chairman of the 
Board of Visitors for the Universi-
ty of Maryland’s Appalachian En-
vironmental Laboratory at Frost-
burg, president of the Nemacolin 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, and 
a member of the West Virginia 
Conservancy, the Maryland Con-
servation Council, and the Citi-
zen’s Coalition on Surface Mining. 
His citizen activities included the 

Allegany County Chamber of Commerce, Mineral County 
Farm Bureau, Frostburg State College Foundation Exec-
utive Committee, and the Mineral County Commission. 
 He was awarded the 1991 Public Service Award 
from Common Cause/West Virginia for taking the lead 
in banding together a group of citizens in Mineral and 
Allegany counties to form a coalition in fighting a landfill 
site that posed a hazard to the environment. He fought 
to protect the birds and bats along the Allegheny Front 
against the hazards of industrial wind projects.
 Wayne Spiggle was an energetic, brilliant, and 
fearless advocate.  We pledge to continue to work for 
the causes he championed.  Thanks, Dr. Spiggle, for 
your service and your example! 

RIP Dr. Wayne Spiggle 
9/1/ 1934 -  7/31/2020

The Mystery of the Gauley 
Healthy Forest Project: 

Trump Pressure on Forest 
Service?

 The Monongahela National Forest (MON) is propos-
ing a timber project somewhere near the Cranberry Wil-
derness and Nature Center. They are unwilling to share 
any information about this project with the public.  Groups 
working on Forest Service project reviews are very con-
cerned about this timber project and are demanding an-
swers. The process being used to vet the proposed sale 
may violate the law and could have damaging effects on 
the candy darter, an endangered species. The conserva-
tion coalition ABRA (Allegheny Blue Ridge Alliance) which 
represents 50 groups, filed a Freedom of Information Act 
Request (FOIA) with the Forest Service on July 31st which 
has still not been answered.  What have they got to hide? 
This logging project appears to be a part of the Big Rock 
timber sale which was withdrawn under citizen pressure 
related to candy darter survival.
 The project appears to be located in potential critical 
habitat for the candy darter, a tiny jewel-like minnow on 
the verge of extinction. The timber job is being proposed 
under a CE (categorical exclusion) which means that the 
MON is not required to supply wildlife information, maps 
and timber plans to the public.  However there are limits 
to this approach.  The Forest Service Handbook on using 
Categorical Exclusions from NEPA documentation states 
that “Extraordinary Circumstances,” including presence of 
ESA-listed species or proposed or designated critical habi-
tat, must be considered and may warrant further analysis 
and documentation in an EA or EIS. An EA is certainly war-
ranted in this case as the project is next to a an iconic wil-
derness area, could harm the candy darter and jeopardize 
years of work by Trout Unlimited to restore the Cranberry 
River as a healthy trout stream. 
 CE’s have increased during the Trump Administra-
tion and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in 
general is being undermined in an attempt to cut the pub-
lic out of decision making on our public lands. This project 
certainly sets a bad precedent in that regard.  We continue 
to pressure the MON to release all documents related to 
this project and support ABRA’s FOIA request
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Climate Generations Webinar

 Are you concerned about global warming and the 
climate crisis, and looking for solutions that involve peo-
ple of all ages? If your answer is “yes,” then Friends of 
Blackwater’s West Virginia Center on Climate Change 
(“WV3C”) has a great program for you. 
 On Thursday, October 22, 2020, from 6:00 to 8:00 
PM USET, the WV3C will present a free, live, expert-led 
webinar about how different generations can work to-
gether for climate solutions, titled “What Do We Tell the 
Kids, and What Are they Telling Us? -- Generational Per-
spectives and the Climate Crisis.”  
The webinar will feature two expert presenters. Dana R. 

Fisher, PhD, Director of the Program for 
Society and the Environment at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, with appearances 
on CNN, MSNBC, PBS Newshour, BBC, 
and NPR. Her studies include civic par-
ticipation, activism, and environmental 
policy, including recent publications on 
the youth climate movement; 
and Danielle F. Law-
son, PhD, Assistant 

Professor at Penn State University. 
Danielle’s research interests include 
environmental education, intergenera-
tional learning, and social justice. Her 
ground-breaking study “Children can 
foster climate change concern among 
parents” was recently published in Na-
ture Climate Change.
 The program discussion leader will be Sarah Cross 
of the West Virginia Rivers Coalition, which is co-spon-
soring the program along with the West Virginia Citizen 
Action Group Education Fund. 

Climate Change Advocates Peacefully Protesting

To reserve a space in this Zoom-based program, 
register at wvclimate.org or saveblackwater.org.  

For more information, contact Ash Cutright
  at ashebcutright@gmail.com

 If you are unable to  attend, a recording will be available for registrants. 

Ash Cutright Joins “WV3C” 
 Friends of Blackwater is excit-
ed to welcome our new Project staff 
for FOB’s West Virginia Center on Cli-
mate Change (“WV3C”), Ash Cutright 
of Morgantown. Growing up in West 
Virginia, Ash (who uses the pronouns 
they/them) has seen climate change 
firsthand- including drastic chang-
es in growing seasons, and severe 
precipitation and high temperature 
events. To better understand these 

impacts, Ash earned a B.S. in Atmospheric Science from 
Penn State World Campus. Today they are  studying Data 
Analysis and Management at Western Governors Uni-
versity. They are the President of Morgantown Pride, an 
LGBTQ+ advocacy group, and a Student Representative 
for the American Meterology Scoiety’s Board of Early Ca-
reer Professionals. Ash’s current research focuses on how 
climate change and natural disasters especially affect low 
income, LGBTQ+, Black and POC communities.

Who Speaks for the Trees?

 Experts Moomaw and Davis discussed Forest Car-
bon Storage to a National Audience on July 29, 2020 in 
partnership with Friends of Blackwater and the West Vir-
ginia Center on Climate Change.  The webinar focused 
on how North American forests store CO2 that would 
otherwise heat the planet, including the 900k+ acres of 
our beloved Monongahela National Forest.
 The webinar presenters were Dr. William 
Moomaw,  Professor of International Environmental and 
Resource Policy at the Tufts University Fletcher School; 
and Dr. Sam Davis, from the Dogwood Alliance, princi-
pal researcher for “The Great American Stand,” a 2017 
report that examines forest management opportunities 
for combating the climate crisis in the United States.
 The encouraging news from these scientists is 
that the “climate-friendly” label that has been applied 
in the past to burning trees for energy has been de-
bunked.  And so has the notion that cutting older trees 
and replacing them with younger trees is a climate 
“solution.” Missed the webinar, but are interested in 
learning more? Visit us online at: saveblackwater.org/
forest-carbon-storage-webinar/
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The Conservation Hub 
A New ABRA Program: 
 The Allegheny-Blue Ridge Alli-
ance (ABRA) is pleased to announce 
an exciting new program: The Conser-
vation Hub.  ABRA’s Conservation Hub 
program  The Hub is a regional infor-
mation and mapping portal, tailored 
to specific projects in the central Ap-
palachian region of Virginia and West 
Virginia encompassing 52 counties (26 
in VA and 26 in WV, see map below), 
but also an information resource on the 
natural resources and character of the 
region.
 The Conservation Hub is an out-
growth of the mapping system devel-
oped for ABRA’s Construction Surveil-
lance Initiative (CSI), a program that 
was created to monitor construction 
activity of the now-cancelled Atlantic 
Coast Pipeline. (Note: The CSI pro-
gram will continue until restoration of 
the ACP route has been completed.)
 Among the lessons learned from 
ABRA’s fight against the Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline project were the limitations 
that regulatory agencies often have in 
conducting in-depth analysis of a proj-
ect’s impacts, particularly those proj-
ects that would have cumulative im-
pacts.  Also, the complexity of many 
projects creates challenges for mem-
bers of the public wishing to comment 
and participate as stakeholders in deci-
sion-making processes.  ABRA believes 
the Hub program can help address these and other shortcomings of the permitting and regulatory processes that 
govern projects by making it possible to:

1. Effectively examine project plans and proposals in appropriate geographic, environmental, 
and regulatory context.

2. Maintain oversight of implementation compliance and performance by overlaying approved plans (erosion 
and sediment control, slope management, stream crossing, etc.) with georeferenced aerial photography of 

actual construction.
3. Track regulatory system efficacy by mapping noncompliance and agency enforcement actions.

 ABRA is already providing assistance in assess-
ing some initial projects as part of the Hub program. In 
each case, the purpose is to enable the ABRA member 
conservation group interested in the project to better 
evaluate its impact.  These initial projects on which 
ABRA is providing assessment assistance include:
  • Corridor H
 • Greenbriar Southeast 
  • Rocky Forge Wind Farm 
  • Shenandoah Rail Trail Partnership 

Future projects will be chosen in consultation with ABRA’s 
Conservation Hub Advisory Committee. ABRA member or-
ganizations, allied conservation groups. Others are invited 
to propose projects for which they believe the Hub could 

be helpful in enhancing their evaluation.

For more about the Hub program, including the 
aforementioned trial projects, visit: 

https://www.abralliance.org/
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Could Cougars Be Restored 
To Canaan Valley?  

BY HELEN MCGINNIS, CASEY MCCOMBIE AND LINDA COOPER

 Next to humans, cougars (Puma concolor) were 
once the most widely distributed mammals in the West-
ern Hemisphere.  They have more than 80 names—cou-
gar, mountain lion, puma, catamount, and many more 
in the languages of indigenous peoples. One of those 
names was “panther,” assigned by Europeans because 
the closest animal they knew was the leopard.  Leop-
ards are sometimes black, but a black cougar has never 
been documented.  
  The last wild cougar in West Virginia may have 
been shot on Leatherwood Creek in Webster County 
in 1877. But unconfirmed sightings continue to be the 
sources of much legend and many spooky stories.  In 
the 1900s, there were at least three confirmations of 
cougars that were probably former captives:  In 1976, 
a farmer shot a male on Droop Mountain near Hills-
boro. The stomach contained parasites found only in the 
southeastern states.  A female who allowed people to 
closely approach was captured nearby.  She was taken 
to the French Creek Wildlife Center but was later traded 
off because she was missing half of her tail. In 1996, 
Todd Lester found tracks near his home in Wyoming 
County.  He made plaster casts which were confirmed 
by cougar experts.  
 By 1930, people had extirpated cougars from 
the eastern United States and Canada.  In 2018 the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service declared the “eastern cougar” 
extinct.  The only known survivors are in southern Flor-
ida, where they are known as Florida panthers.  They 
are protected as federal endangered species.  Outside 
southern Florida, no evidence of breeding in the wild 

(mothers with spotted kittens) has been documented 
anywhere in the East since 1900.
 In 1946, Edward A. Goldman recognized 11 sub-
species of cougars in Canada, the US and northern 
Mexico.  But since a DNA study was published in 2000, 
scientists agree only one subspecies of cougar inhabits 
North America—Puma concolor cougar.  This is the name 
formerly assigned only to the “eastern cougar.”  This 
does not mean all North American cougars are identical.  
Florida panthers have thin coats and “rat tails” enabling 
them to cope with the state’s subtropical climate. Up 
north in Alberta and British Columbia, cougars have 
thick coats.  
 The Canaan Valley and adjacent areas, including 
the Blackwater Canyon and Dolly Sods, are among the 
last truly wild regions in West Virginia.  Here the east-
ern elk and the wolf may have made their last stands in 
the state.  Elk have been reintroduced to southern West 
Virginia.  Could cougars be restored to Canaan?

Photograph of a Cougar by Eric Kilby

Tucker County Snow Sports 
Ready to Take Off

 Chilly nights are 
starting to kiss the Tuck-
er County, West Virginia 
mountains with sparkling 
frost.  Soon snow will fol-
low — and with the snow, 
a great world of beauty 
and fun for all ages!  Yes, 
skiing and snowboarding 
and sledding are on the 
way once more to the Al-
legheny Highlands. And the 
winter of 2020-21 promis-
es to be a season of renewal for recreation in the Black-
water region.
 In Canaan Valley, the exciting rebirth of Timber-
line Resort is in progress, with the installation of two 
state-of-the-art chairlifts that are sure to attract thou-
sands of visitors to one of the finest skiing mountains 
in the East. A renewed Timberline will join the popular 
Blackwater Falls State Park sled park, the family-friendly 
Canaan Valley Resort slopes and trails, and the iconic 
White Grass X-Country Center — making a cornucopia 
of convenient and affordable snow sports venues.
 These great recreational businesses are a huge 
boost for the hospitality industry in the Blackwater re-
gion.  Sliding around on the slopes is fun — and so is 
recalling those slides while enjoying a fabulous meal in 
a local restaurant,  or watching a blazing fireplace in a 
cabin or lodge, or visiting an art gallery or music perfor-
mance.  Thank you to all the people who work and play 
so hard to make Tucker County a recreation destination 
par excellence!
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GET READY FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
- ORDER TODAY -

FRIENDS OF BLACKWATER 2020 HOLIDAY 
MERCHANDISE MAIL ORDER FORM 

 Please mail your completed form and check made payable to Friends of Blackwater to:
Friends of Blackwater

P.O. Box 247
Thomas, WV 26292

orders may also be placed online at www.saveblackwater.org/shop/

 please use our remittance envelope to submit your order via mail.

Shirts
Ginny Skiing T-Shirt 
Ginny Biking T-Shirt 
Ginny Climbing T-Shirt
Ginny Kayaking T-Shirt
Fishing Blackwater  T-Shirt
Save Blackwater Bat T-Shirt
Save Blackwater Squirrel T-Shirt 
Save Blackwater Salamander T-Shirt

Sizes (Circle One)
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL
S   M   L   XL   XXL 

Price
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25

Quantity
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

Books
WV Allegheny Mountains: A Photographic Journey
Tucker County History
An Allegheny Triumph of Justice
Stories from West Virginia’s Civil Rights History
Virginia Slavery & King Salt in Booker T. Washington 

Price
$48
$23
$23

$12.50
$8

Quantity
______
______
______
______
______

Merch
Plush Bat
FOB Logo Sticker
I <3 Blackwater Canyon Sticker 
Flying Squirrel Puppet
Small Felt Flying Squirrel
Tote Bag Natural Bag with Burgundy Silk Screen

Price
$12

$1.50
$2
$20
$5
$12

Quantity
______
______
______
______
______ 
______

Total Items:    Total Cost:
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Eletronic Services Requested

Thank you Senator Manchin!

 Congress passed the Great American Outdoors Act, 
groundbreaking legislation that will improve trails, camp-
grounds, and other recreation in public lands across the US. The 
National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund will be 
created and the Land and Water Conservation Fund (“LWCF”) 
will be fully funded!

CONTENTS
PAGE 2: WELCOME VISTA & ENGINEERING BUILDING
PAGE 3: EVENTS YOU MISSED OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS
PAGE 4: WATERSHED DAYS WITH EMMIE & STOP EXTINCTION
PAGE 5: NORTH FORK ACTIVE TREATMENT DESIGN UNDERWAY
PAGE 6: RAIL TRAIL BOTANICAL RESTORATION
PAGE 7: BLACKWATER LOOP TRAIL CAMPAIGN 
PAGES 8 & 9: NEW HISTORIC TIMBER INDUSTRY SIGNS IN DAVIS
PAGE 10: CELEBRATE FOB 20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
PAGE 11: GAULY HEALTY FOREST PROJECT & OBITUARIES 
PAGE 12: WV3C EVENTS AND UPDATES 
PAGE 13: THE CONSERVATION HUB
PAGE 14: COUGARS AND CANAAN VALLEY
PAGE 15: HOLIDAY GIFTS

VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES:

- Participate in removing invasive species 
& prepping for spring planting:

 

WEDNESDAYS: 
    10/7 l 10/21
10/28 l 11/4

SATURDAYS:
    10/3 l 10/24

Visit our volunteering page 
www.saveblackwater.org/volunteer

and tell us how you’d like to help with this 
restoration project.

Don’t Forget to Vote for Wildlife November 3, 2020




